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ABSTRACT
The Bald Knobbers of Southwest Missouri were a vigilante organization that originated

in Taney County, Missouri, in 1885, before spreading to adjacent Christian an®oognties
in ensuing years. They began as a group dedicated to protecting life and property, aiding law
enforcement officials in the apprehension of criminals, opposing corruption in local government,
and punishing those who violated the social andimls mores of their community. In some
places, the vigilantes gained much political influence, occupied key offices, and became
effectively the ruling faction in local politics. They made many enemies, however, with whom
they had several violent, sometisniatal, confrontations.

Using a variety of primary and secondary sources, | advance three major arguments in
this dissertation. First, the Civil War contributed to the Bald Knobber movement by leaving a
legacy of bitterness and mistrust among the ped@®othwest Missouri, creating a polarized
political culture, and increasing the acceptance of violence and vigilantism as methods of solving
problems and deterring crime. Second, the original vigilance committee in Taney County
consisted of a coalition ohiddle and upper class men of diverse occupations and backgrounds
who wanted to enforce the law, fight corruption in local government, and promote the economic
modernization of their region by encouraging new investment, businesses, and settlers ¢to come t
the area. Third, in contrast to the original group, the Bald Knobbers of Christian and Douglas
counties were mostly poor and overwhelmingly agricultural. Rather than promote economic
modernization, they often resisted it when it produced hardshipseimstives or their families.
To that end, they expelled homesteaders who competed with them for land and resources, and
clashed with railroad agents over what they perceived as unfair pricing and employment policies.
They also emphasized moral regulatidie punishment of people who violated their standards

of decent behavior, more than their counterparts in Taney County.
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INTRODUCTION

The Bald Knobbers were a vigilante organization that originated 1884 or early
1885, in Taney County, Missouri, a thiphppulated, rural county located on tharder of
Missouri and Arkansad.he Bald Knobbers represented themselves as an alliance of taxpayers
and lawabiding citizens dedicated to fighting rampant &iim their communities and cortigm
in their local governrmenf he groupdés first recorded act of v
when they broke into the county jail in Forsyth and seized two young prisoners, Frank and Tubal
Taylor, and hung themdm an old oak tree a few miles outside of tdwitne Bald Knobbers
followed this act with a campaign of night riding, whippings, and intimidation designed to purge
the area of its criminal element, along with anyone who opposed them. In particular, they
targeted members and supporters of the Democratic courthouse ring that had run the local
government fomost of the preceding decaddot surprisingly, their actions and methods
provoked strong criticism and resistance from many people within their community

The hostility flared up on February 28, 18
Kinney, shot and killed Andrew Coggburn, a vocal critic of the vigilah@®. g gbur nés unt i
demise spurred the opponentdla# Bald Knobbers into actioBoon @& organized opposition
group arose, calling themselvesthe Mta | d Knobber or fAmilitiao fac
state government to help them eliminate the wigdaorganization in their midaind even
formed a miitia company for that purpostnr e s pons e, Mi ssouri 6s govern
Marmaduke, sent Adjutant General James C. Jamison to Forsyth to mediate an end to the strife.

Jami sonds mission resulted in the proclamatio

! Springfield Express24 April 1885;New York Timesl1 December 1886.
2 SpringfieldDaily Herald, 6 March 1886New YorkTimes 5 March 1886.
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their opponentéHis intenention brought about thefficial end of organized vigilantism in

Taney County, but it did not soothe the bitter hostility between the Bald Knobbers and their
enemiesNor did it long prevent the resumption of bloodshed. On May 9, 1886, Bald Knobber
GeorgeWashington Middleton shot and killed Ariald Knobber Samuel Snapp in Kirbyvifle.

In the meantime, the Bald Knobber movement spread north to the adjacent counties of
Christian and Douglas, where members became embroiled in a number of highly publicized
court cases following the deaths of William Edens and Charles Greene at the hands of a group of
about twentyfive Bald Knobbers on March 11, 188Following this tragedy, a legal crackdown
commenced in which Christian County authorities brought charges against roughly eighty
vigilantes for various crimes. The circuit court convicted several participants in the Edens
Greene killings of murder and denced four of them to death. One escapatithe other three
werehangedon May 10, 1889.Federal authorities also participated in the crackdown, charging
several dozen Bald Knobbers with intimidating homesteaders, a federal crime under the
provisions @ the Homestead Act of 1862, and other federal legislathma result of these
proceedings, the Bald Knobber chapters in Christian and Douglas counties soon dissolved.

The Bald Knobbers in Taney County came to a less abrupt, but equally bloody end. On
August 20, 1888, ArtBald Knobber William M. Miles gunned down Nat Kinney inside a
general store in ForsyfiWhile awaiting his trial, Billy Miles was released on bail. He and his
brother James attended an Independence Day picnic near Kirbyville. Ehegifesgtivities

Sheriff Galba E. Branson, a Bald Knobber, and a private detective named Edward Funk, whom

® New York Timesl1 December 1886.

* SpringfieldDaily Herald, 13 May 1886.

® Springfield Expressl8 March 1887; Jefferson CiState Times8 April 1887.

® Springfield ExpressL0 May 1889; KansaCity Star, 10 May 1889.

"Harriet C. Frazier_ynchings in Missouri, 1803981 (Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, 2009), 96.
 New York Time3 August 1888; Kansas CiBtar, 21 August 1888.

2



the Bald Knobbers had allegedly hired to avenge their fallen leader, confronted the Miles
brothers. A gunfight ensued in which both Branson and Fastkheir lives.

By some estimates, the Bald Knobbers at the height of their influence numbered roughly
900 men located primarily in the three counties aforementioned. These numbers made them
easily one of the largest vigilante organizations in the UrStates during the nineteenth
century’® They were also one of the most violent vigilance committees of that era. Over roughly
a fouryear period from 1885 to 1889, at least thirteen individuals died as a direct result of Bald
Knobber activity in Southweddlissouri, including six of the vigilantes, and seven-nhon
vigilantes™ By comparison, in San Francisco, California, the enormous vigilance committees of
1851 and 1856, the latter of which numbered roughly 6,000 men, killed only four individuals
each®?

Despte their size and bloody history, the Bald Knobbers have received relatively little
attention fromhistorians This neglect may stem partly from the fact that the organization
became the subject of popular fiction long before it received serious hisiogoay. As
accounts of the Bald Knobbers circulated in
commercial potential of selling stories about them became readily apparent. In 1887, a troupe of
amateur actors based in the town of SpartahinsGan County began performing an eiglat

drama titled AThe Bald Knob Tragedy of Taney

% Kansas CityStar, 9 July 1889.

9 Richard Maxwell BrownSrain of Violence: Historical Studies of American Violence and Vigilantism
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1975), 108, 313; Mary Hartman and Elmo IngenBalohinobbers: Vigilantes
on the Ozarks FrontigiGretna, LA: Pelican Publishing Company, 1988).

" The Bald Knobbers in Taney and Christian counties killed six victims, including Frank and Tubal Taylor,
who were lynched, and Andrew Coggburn, Samuel Snapp, William Edens, and Charles @hneatied of gunshot
wounds. Additionally, three Bald Knobbers, George Washington Middleton, Nathaniel N. Kinney, and Galba
Branson, died in gunfights, while three more, Dave Walker, William Walker, and John Mathews, died by hanging.
Finally, a private dective named Ed Funk, who was not a vigilante, diedganfight in 1889 in which he
apparently sided with the Bald Knobber Galba Branson against th&aldtiknobbers William and James Miles.

2\Wayne GardFrontier JusticeNorman, OK: University of Olshoma Press, 1949), 167; Alan
Valentine,Vigilante JusticdNew York: Reynal & Company, 1956).
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advertisements for the play, which reportedly showed the history of the organization up to the
EdensGr e e ne mur d etartding sittationd, asshssindtians, Whsppings, secret
workings of®the clans, etc. o
In the early twentieth century, a number of popular novelists published books dealing
with the Bald Knobbers. One of the best known of these writers was the hugelyr ptgmalia
Bell Wright. This ministeiturnedauthor of romantic and religious stories sold more than ten
million copies of his books before his death in 1824ir i ght 6 s TheBbepherd of the |
Hills, set in the hills of Taney County, caricatured tla¢dB<nobbers as a gang of outlaws who
defied the law and terrorized their neighbors. Their leader, a brutal andusienailistic figure
named Wash Gibbs, served as the dramatic foil
minister named Daniel Howitt Wr i g Shephesgroved so popular that in the years
following several film adaptations of it appeared, including a motion picture in 1941 starring
John Wayné® After Wr i g tiovefbecame a phenomenal best seller, other writers of popular
fiction, including Clyde Edwin Tuck, Anna M. Doling, and Laura Johnson, published works that
in one way or another used the Bald Knobbers or vigilante groups like them as cultural symbols
of the Oark region and the traits that the reading public associated with it: backwardness,
lawlessness, and violente.
The widespread popul arity S8Shephérdpadshe!l i t er at u

fortuitous effect of promoting a surge in recreationalisyarto the Missouri Ozarks, the place

13 Taney CountNews 13 October 1887; J.J. Bruton, et @heBald Knob Tragedy of Taney and Christian
Countieg(Sparta, MO: SelPublished by the Authord887).
1 Frank Luther MottGolden Multitudes: The Story of Best Sellers in the United Stdes York:
Macmillan, 1947),228 3; See al so, Har ol d N@&wYork Tinée24 Malg 1944s obi tuary i
5 Harold Bell Wright, The Shepherd of the Hil{dlew York: A.L. Burt Company, 1907).
!® Randy Roberts and James S. Olslihn Wayne: AmericaiNew York: The Free Press, 1995), 1886.
" Clyde Edwin TuckThe Bald Knobbers: A Romantic and Historical Netlianapolis, IN: B.F. Bowen
& Company, 1910); Anna M. Dolin@rilla (New York: TheNeal Publishing Company, 1913); Laura JohnSare
HomeComing in the Ozark&hicago, IL: Glad Tidings Publishing, 1922).
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people around the nation cal®litasbmadetheFal8 hepher d
Knobbers, or at least an exaggerated caricature of the group, a recognizable symbol of the Ozark
region for millions of Amerians. When the Mabe family of Branson, Missouri, decided to open
ahillbily-t hemed music show in 1959, the nafe fABald
popular image of the Bald Knobbers may also have tainted the group with the stigma of
sensationam and provincialism, causing many historians who might otherwise have written
about the group to defer from doing so.

The earliest historical accounts of the Bald Knobbers came from men who had belonged
to the vigilante order, journalists who coveredrth) and people who knew thelthese
contemporaryisuallywriters took sideseither for the Bald Knobbers or against them. For
example, Charles. Gr oom and D. F. Mc Co fhhe BatdKrobbere @ 8 7 pamph
Citizends Commi tt ee Gekpaimtedraéayorablenpattur€dfthe st i an Co
vigilantes which hardly seems surprising given that both men belonged to the organization.
A.M. Haswell, who did not belong to the organization but knew npeoplewho did,also
described the BasfhadcarKkaotbéey supst ahoin*gthe men am
19306s, Judge William L. Vandeventer, whose f
titled Justice in the Rougthat presented a mostly sympathetic picture of the Bald Knobbers,

although itackrowledged many atheir mistakes and criméSAccounts with anoreant

18 Lynn Morrow and Linda Myerfhinney Shepherd of the Hills Country: Tourisfnansforms the
Oz ar k s ;1 9138Fagsthesille, AR: University of Arkansas Press, 192%)36.
19 Aaron K. KetchellHoly Hills of the Ozarks: Religion and Tourism in Branson, Miss(Baitimore,
MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2007); 83
A, M. Haswell, #AThe StTherMssoorifHistorita Refied8 (@ctoker®3p ber s, o
1923): 281 n t h e Hatw&IBwadaslead and zinc mine operator in Christian Caumgye he came in contact
with a number of people who belonged to thedB&hobbers, including many of his employees
ZLwilliam L. VandeventerJustice in the Roug{Springfield, MO: SelPublished by the Author, 1937).
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vigilante perspective includeobert Harpey Among the Bald Knobberanda lengthy
investigativeexposéon the grougpublished in thé&New YorkSunin 18882

One common element in these early narratives is the theme of gradual decline. The Bald
Knobbers, so the traditional story goes, began as an organization for the protection of life and
property and the enforcement of social mores. Over time, however, rteless pure motives
got into the group and used it for their own purposes. Members used the group to settle personal
scores, to gain financial advantage over their neighbors, or to seek political office. According to
Haswell, this state of affairsconteud unt i | t he men who founded th
disgusted to find that the organization which they had formed to drive out law breakers, had
itself become a worse law breaker than those it had suppressed, and was rapidly leading to a far
worse conditontan e x i st ed i*Hikawises Vahdevgriten wrétentiiat over time
men began joining the vigilantes Afor the pur
organi zation no | onger confined fi ttpunishedt i vi t i
anyone who insulted or offended a menfer.

There is much truth to the traditional version of the Bald Knobber story, and some errors
as well. The idea that new and unworthy men got into the organization and corrupted it from
within does not sgare with the available facts. Many of the most notorious acts attributed to the
vigilantes, such as the killings of William Edens, Charles Greene, Andrew Coggburn, and Sam
Snapp, involved senior members and leaders of the group. So the supposedly umennitieys

were present within the organization from the beginning. Nevertheless, in other ways the

2 John Ketchumii Ba | d K nStobetCeuntg Ne@d®racle, 6 September to 4 Octoher963: Reprint
of an exsé originallypublished in thé&New York Sum 1888;Robert L. HarperAmong the Bald Knobbers: A
History of the Desperadoes of the Ozark Mountains, Their Atrocious Deeds, Rendezvous, Homes and Habits, Their
Arrest, and ConvictioClinton, MO: SelfPublished by the Author, 1888). Theok Among the Bald Knobbers
was originally published under tipseudonynii B dSkdgwick 0
BA. M. Haswell, fAThe StMHRIB (Oxtbbert2®, 2923:89.d Knobbers, o
% Vandeventer, 97.



leitmotif of gradual decline is basically accurate. The Bald Knobbers did eventually stray from
their original goals of protecting life and property, and emgncases they used their power to
pursue personal grievances and promote their own interests.

In the twentieth century, a second generation of writers without a personal connection to
the vigilantes or their opponents began contributing to the literatutiee subject. In 1939,
Lucille Morris Upton, a journalist and longtime resident of Southwest Missouri, pubbshed
narrative of the vigilante movement, entitBdld Knobberswhich for many years became the
standard wor k on t hffereddranbpgregiaus accong inthatséhe b ook di
attempted to maintain a neutral stance toward her subject, weighing the vari@adro
Knobber and AntBald Knobber versions of the story, while insisting that the truth lay
somewhere in between. She also dremaavider array of sources than previous accounts, doing
considerable research in local newspapers and other matefialsf ew years after U,
came out, Ozarks folklorist and humorist Vance Randolph penned a small pamphlet on the
vigilantesundet he pseudonym of Harvey Castl eman. Ranc
intended primarily for a popular audience, contained only a brief sketch of the Bald Knobber
history and little original researéAFi f ty years after Uptonods worKk
|l ngent hron, a | ocal historian, schoolteacher,
system, collaborated with Mary Hartman to pubBstid Knobbers: Vigilantes on the Ozarks
Frontier, the last fullength book on the subject. In their boolgriinan and Ingenthron drew on

many of the same sources utilized by Upton, as well as additional research compiled over many

% Lucille Morris Upton,Bald Knobbers(Caldwell, ID: The Caxton Printers, Ltd, 19395-20.
% vance RandolphThe Bald Knobbers, Story of the Lawless Night Riders Who Ruled Southern Missouri in
t h e (Gifard, KS: Haldemadulius Publications, 1934
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years primarily by I ngenthron. This -timersl|l uded
who either participatedononeside t he ot her or who *heard their

Despiterelying ongreater resources than their predecessors, the second generation of
writers did not go very far beyond the earlier narratives in explaining the underlying causes and
motivations behind the Bald Knobber organization, and what drove them to take sucleextrem
measuresTheyreiterated many of the established themes about the Ozarks vigilantes: gradual
decline, new members causing corruption from within, and abuses of power leading to the
eventual fall of the organization. Upton and Hartman and Ingenthravbd&tve a link between
the Civil War and the events of the Bald Knobber period, but did not elaborate significantly on
the nature of that connectidfhNeither did they say much about how economic conditions, local
politics, or religion contributed to thevents they described. They also left unexamined many
primary sources, including a large body of state and federal court cases, which contain much
useful information on this topic. Finally, although both books contain bibliographies, they leave
much of thei source material undocumented so that it is not always possible to identify their
sources.

I n the twenty years following the release
has attempted to recap the history of the Bald Knobbers in its entirety.|Pnsimdoer of
historians, however, have contributed short articles and essays on the vigilantes, or have dealt
with the subject as part of larger treatments of the history of Missouri. For example, in his
influential work,Paths of Resistanc®avid Thelerattempted to fit the Bald Knobbers into his
broader narrative about how Atraditional 06 Mis

capitalism, which threatened the traditional values of personal autonomy and family and

2" Mary Hartman and EImo Ingerrtn, The Bald Knobbers: Vigilantes of the Ozarks Fronf@retna, LA:
Pelican Publishing Company, 1989), ix.
28 |bid., 12-16; Upton, 2531



communal ties that many of thdmeld dear. The Bald Knobbers, he argued, depicted themselves
fias alternatives to the neXiakingadédferénspproashp | at i on
local historiansLynn Morrow and Kristin Kalerwontendthat the Bald Knobbers actually
functioned a agents of capitalism and economic modernization. In their view, the vigilantes
constituted a Amodernizing coalition, 0 which
by driving out elements of society, particularly criminals, vagabonds, squattdrepen range
stock raisers, who represented an impediment to economic prdyress.

Despite their differeinconclusionsthe interpretations advanced by Thelen, and Kalen
and Morrow both center on a socioeconomic interpretation of the Bald Knobber movemen
Other historians have identified partisan politics, rather than economic factors, as the driving
force behind the vigilantesd actions. Il n the
published by the University of Missouri Press, Lawrence @nsen and Gary Kremer included
a brief synopsis of the Bald Knobber story. While not denying the existence of other factors, they
argued that the vigilantes in Taney County were part of a partisan bid by local Republicans to
wrest control of the county gernment away from their Democratic adversattéEhomas
Spencer later expanded on this thesis in his contribution to an anthology of essays on Missouri
social history. Spencer argued that the Bald Knobber controversy pitted a faction composed

mostly of R@ublicans and former Unionists against Democrats and former Confederates.

|l ndeed, fAwhen one researches the organization

29 David ThelenpPaths of Resistance: Tradition alignity in Industrializing Missour{New York:
Oxford UniversityPress, 1986 92

¥Kristen Kalen and Ly n nghtid®nng their KindioBGapitdliknm Ordebte r s S o u
Ozar ks Count i Smwingfield NewHh eadel 19 Bdérénber 9982 y nn Morr ow. A Wher e Di
Money Go?: War and the Economicd Vi gi | ant i s m iWhiteRiver Valleg HistoriddliQsasterlyi r i . 0
34, no. 2 (Fall 1994):-2 5 ; Kristen Kalen and Lynn Morr MruiteRifieNat Ki nne
Valley Historical Quarterly83, no. 1 (Fall 1993):-63.

31 Lawrence OChristensen and Gary R. KremérHistory of Missouri: 1878.919(Columbia, MO:
University of Missouri Press, 2004),-23.



episode appears to be much more about local politics and regional loyalties than alamat law
ord¥r .o

My interpretation combines many aspects of the previous approaches to this topic, but is
essentially different fromany of them. First, | argue that in order to understand the Bald Knobber
movement one must place it in the context of the @ial and its aftermath in the Missouri
Ozarks. The war shattered the social life of Southwest Missouri, killing thousands, and touching
off an epidemic of internecine violence that forced many more to flee the region. The war also
helped create the conditis necessary for vigilante organizations like the Bald Knobbers to
fl ourish by changing peopleds |ives in three
mistrust between supporters of the Union and the Confederacy, which continued to affect
relations between the two groups for many years to come. Among the Bald Knobbers, Union
veterans predominated, while most of those who opposed them had sided with the Confederacy.
The war familiarized these men with the use of firearms and military taatiddeft many of
them with deep grudges against those who fought for the other side. Second, the war polarized
the political culture of Southwest Missouri, particularly in Taney County where the Bald
Knobbers were founded, leading to bitter factional shlesbbetween Democrats and
Republicans in much of the region. Third, the war spawned a surge in criminal activity, as well
as an increased cultural acceptance of vigilantism and violence as a means of solving problems
and deterring crime. In the yearsléoling the war, a number of vigilance committees organized
across Missouri to deal with the threat posed bipweshwhackers and bandits to tawiding
citizens. I n Sout hwest Missouri, these includ

Menbés d eiamgu@r eene County, and the Marmiton Lec:

¥Thomas M. Spencer, fi T-Bad Kohberd, Pdiitits anth terCsillture of Wielenden t i
inthe Ozarks, 1862 8 90, 0 i n T h o madlse OMer MiSspuei Rlistay: Ropubsts,. Prostitutes, and
Regular Folk(Colombia, MO: Universy of Missouri Press, 2004), 32.
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sought to cope with increased crime and the perceived ineffectiveness of local law enforcement
officers in bringing outlaws to justic&In so doing, they established a precedeat the Bald
Knobbers would follow in the 18800s.

The second major part of my analysis concerns the vigilantes in Taney County. | argue
that a fundamental distinction exastbetween the members of the original vigilance committee
in that county and theirocinterparts in Christian and Douglas counfide Bald Knobbers in
Taney County recruited a different class of people, and had different objectives, than their
brethren to the north. The first vigilante group consisted of a diverse coalition of middle and
upper class men, whose membership included individuals from a variety of professions such as
prosperous farmers and stock raisers, merchants, physicians, lawyers, and several politicians.
They formed a vigilance committee in response to the perceiveteteies of local law
enforcement, a problem dramatized by a number ofpigfile crimes such as the murder of
James Everett in Forsyth on September 22, 1883, and the attempted murder of Mr. and Mrs. John
T. Dickenson at Taneyville nearly two years la#s men of property and influence they also
considered it their duty to promote the economic progress of their community and to encourage
further settlement therein. This meant not only combating crime and lawlessness in their county,
but also ending couption in local government, which they identified with the cadre of
Democratic officeholders that had governed the county for roughly the previous decade. Thus,

the vigilantes had a clear political objectiveverthrowing the Democratic courthouse ringut

¥ Michael Fellman|nside War: The Guerrilla Conflict in Missouri during the American Civil dew
York: Oxford University Press, 198931-40; Jonathan Fairbanks and Clyde Edwin TiR&Ast and Present of
Greene County Missouriarly and Recent History and Genealogical Records of Many of the Representative
Citizens(Indianapolis IN: A.W. Bowen, 1915), 2228; Return |. HolcombeHistory of Vernon County, Missouri:
Written and Compiled from the Most Authentic Official and Prigdarces, Including a History of its Townships,
Towns and VillageéSt. Louis, MO: Brown & Company, 1887), 340.
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their motives for doing so stemmed from a desire for social and economic progress rather than
mere political partisanship.

The Bald Knobbers in Christian and Douglas counties, by contrast, had neither the social
nor economic standing of their comradeshe south. They drew into their ranks mostly poor
men, whose occupations were overwhelmingly agricultural. Roughlyteiries of the vigilantes
in these counties practiced agriculture as their sole or primary occupation. Few of them held any
kind of pditical office. They also differed from the Bald Knobbers in Taney County in terms of
their objectives. Whereas the original vigilance committee championed economic progress and
encouraged new immigration into their region, the vigilantes in ChristiaDauglas counties
reacted to the inequities that such changes produced. They drove out homesteaders whose arrival
threatened their access to land and resources from which they derived a livelihood. They
attempted to coerce agents of the St. L&as Franaco railroad into giving more favorable
terms of employment to local tleackers from whom they purchased railroad ties. The vigilantes
in the two northern counties also emphasized what one might call moral regulation, the
punishment of people who violatadcepted social mores. Although moral regulation also took
place in Taney County, it assumed greater importance in Christian and Douglas counties. There
the vigilantes cracked down on the proprietors of illegal saloons, brothels, and gambling dens, as
well as individuals who violated their notions of moral behavior, including polygamists,
adulterers, and men who abused or neglected their families. This aspect of Bald Knob
vigilantism grew out of an intensely devout evangelical Christianity that many ofah#ers
practiced. The leadership of the Christian County vigilantes included many ministers, lay
ministers, and church members, who believed that by reforming the morals of their community

they were doing Godbés wor k.
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This dissertatiorwontainssix major chapters, in addition to a concluding chapter. In
chapter one, | summarize the early history of the Southwest Missouri region from the first white
settlements in the 18206s through the end of
Taney, Christian, and Douglas counties where the Bald Knobber movement was most active. In
my second chapter, lace the origins of Bald Kioovigilantismin Taney County, and examine
the economic, demographic, and political developments taking place thighaounty after the
Civil War which contributed to the rise of the Bald Knobbers. | also discuss the organization of
the vigilance committee in that county, and the lynching of Frank and Tubal Taylor, the first
violent act associated with the group. Niyrd chapter examines the major activities of the
Taney County Bald Knobbers, from the lynching of the Taylor brothers until the official
disbandment of the organization roughly one year later. During this period, the vigilantes
ruthlessly drove out of theounty anyone they considered undesirable or hostile to their interests,
including criminals, vagabonds, and sometimes their political opponents. These activities
attracted the unfavorable attention of the state government, and following a visit frommdju
General James C. Jamison in April, 1886, the Bald Knobbers felt compelled to disband. The
disbandment did not bring an end to the trouble, however, as evidenced by the Mi8dlappn
shooting a month later.

In chapter four, | discuss the emergencBall Knob vigilantism in Christian and
Douglas counties. In addition to relating the significant recorded acts of these vigilantes, | also
examine the major similarities and differences between them and the original vigilance
committee in Taney County. €rthapter concludes with the doubteirder of Charles Greene
and William Edens, the event that caused a rapid reversal in the fortunes of the vigilantes. My

fifth chapter picks up with the aftermath of the Ed@rsene killings. It describes the public
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badlash that the murders provoked, the crackdown of local and federal authorities on the Bald
Knobber organization, and the trials of the vigilantes accused of complicity in the killings, as
well as other crimes. The chapter ends with the public hangitgesf Bald Knobber leaders in
Ozark, Missouri, on May 10, 1889.

In my sixth chapter, | return to Taney County to discuss the bloody end of the vigilante
movement there. Following their official disbandment in that county, the Bald Knobbers
generally ceasegarticipating in regular vigilante activities. Unfortunately, this did not bring
about an end to the hostility between the Bald Knobber andBaidi Knobber factions. Having
seized control of the local government in the elections of 1886, the formemnvesinow
ensconced in county offices, used their authority to harass and intimidate many of their old
enemies. They prosecuted former AB&ld Knobbers for crimes ranging from tax evasion to
violating game and fishing laws. The enmity between the twopgrflared up again with the
killing of Nat Kinney in 1888, and the gunfight that cost the lives of Galba Branson and Ed Funk
a year later. | end this chapter with the acquittal of the men responsible for these killings, Billy
and James Miles, after sep@r#rials held in Springfield and Ozark, Missouri, in 1890.

In my concluding chapter, dummarizeéhe majorfindings and arguments my
dissertation, and suggest ways in which the Bald Knobbers are relevant to other aspects of
American history. To that e | draw comparisons between the Bald Knobbers of Southwest
Missouri and other significant vigilante groups in American history, and suggest ways in which a
study of the Bald Knobbers may contribute to our understanding of the phenomenon of

vigilantism inAmerica.
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CHAPTER1: SOUTHWEST MISSOURI FROM SETTLEMENT TO CIVIL WAR

The Bald Knobbers of Southwest Missouri, like all other American vigilance committees,
existed fundamentally as an institution designed to servectb@s of a particulamommunity,
place and time It follows that a full understanding of the Bald Knobbers requires an analysis of
the people and the lartdatgave rise to them. Therefore, in this chapter | will summarize the
early history of Southwest Missouri, with par@uemphasis on Taney, Christian, and Douglas
counties where the Bald Knobber movement had its greatest strength. | wiliksggihe first
white settlements Southwest Missouri around 18326d conclud with the Civil War and its
effects orthatregion.l will also show how the events of this period set the stage for the Bald
Knobber movement in the 188006s.

Taney, Qiristian, and Douglas countieemprise part of a region known to geographers
as the White River Hills. These hills themselves atrstsubregion of a larger trstate region
known as the Ozarks. Shaped somewhat like a parallelogram, the Ozarks consist of roughly
60,000 square miles of terrainnorthern Arkansasouthern Missouri, and a small part of
Oklahoma. The dominantgeogréda i cal characteristics of the
steeper slopes than sur rrackysal with rgeaquamtdies pfo  a s
dolomite, limestone, flint, and chert. An abundance of karstic features, including spriregs, cav
and sinkholes, formed by the slow erosion of water through rock, also distinguish the Ozarks
from neighboring regions.

The White River Hills region consists of a long series of rocky hills and escarpments
which envelop the upper portion of the WHRever. This river, which on the map looks

somewhat like a fishhook, begins in Madison County in Northwest Arkansas and flows north

! Milton D. Rafferty, The Ozarks: Land and Lif§ayetteville, AR: University of Arkansas Press, 2001), 1
10. The quote is found on page 1.
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through Barry, Stone, and Taney counties in Missouri. Then it drops back down through

Northeast Arkansas and empties intoMississippi River near the town of De Witt in Arkansas
County. The Whi tiencliRingvthe dabnes River,iFibleyRiaer, Budl Ereek,

Swan Creek, Big Beaver Creeadnd other$ drain rain and ground water from the surrounding

hill country ard provide the region with a plentiful source of water for both animals and people.

(Figure 1.1)The White River region is conspicuous for its long, narrow ridges and its prominent
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Figure 1.1: MAP OF SOUTHWEST MISSOURI, c. 1885. This map was drawn by Clifford P. Duplechin, Cartographic
Manager, Geography and Anthropology Department, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
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In 1682 the French explorer ReRé&bert Cavelier, known to history as the Sieur de La
Salle, led an expedition down the length of the Mississippi Rivere@ching the terminus of

the MississippiLa Salle and his companions held a formal cerenoomxpril 9, 1682 in which

2 bid., 1517.
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they claimed possession of the entire Mississippi River Valley, incladiniye tributaries of
the Mississippi River, foKing Louis XIV of France. La Salle named this new territory
i L o ui dgnihanorthe F¥enchmonarch Since the White River emptied into the Mississippi
this meant that the lands it traversed also became part of the new French province of Louisiana.
Thus, without evenavigating the White River or setting foot in the Ozarks, the French claimed
the whole region more than a century before any white settlement of the area had taken place.

The French never did establish permanent settlements in the White River Hillg, or a
ot her part of the western Ozarks, primarily b
establishing a permanent settlement at St. Genevieve in Southeast Missouri around 1750, the
French sent parties gbyageurdi.e., trappers, traders, @moodsmen) into the Ozark hinterland
to search fogold, silver, or otheprecious metals. Although the French found plenty of lead
(often a strong indicator of silver deposits) they found no gold or silver. Thus, no white people
settled permanently inigharea under French rule, and this remained true after the French ceded
the colony of Louisiana to Spain in 1762.

Despite European pretensions to Aownership
nineteenttcentury most white people with any knodtge of the region referred to what became
Sout hwest Missouri and Northwest Arkansas as
Osage I ndians, a proud and militant peopl e wh

great body of land embracingtez ar k Pl at eau. 0

3 William E. Foley,The Genesis of Missouri: From Wilderness Outpost to State{@mdmbia, MO:
University of Missouri Press, 1989)%

*Foley, 1617, 2425; Carl EkbergColonial St. Genevieve: An Adventure on the Mississippi Frontier
(Gerald, MO: Patrice Press, 1985222, Return |. Holcombéistory of Greene County, M(5t. Louis, MO:
Western Historical Company, 1883), 126.

® Holcombe, 125; Elmo Ingenthromdians of the Ozark Plateg@oint Lookout, MO: The School of the
OzarksPress, 1970), 59.
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As the traditional enemies of the Iroqudise Osage had fought a long and ultimately
unsuccessfulvar to prevent the Iroquois from moving into tBes a gpes@icsis homeland in
presentday Kentucky. By the earlyineteenttcentury almost all of the Osage had relocated
west of the Mississippi River. A small contingent of thiee made their way up the White River
and settled in Northwest Arkansas, Southwest Missouri and eastern Oklahoma, while a much
larger group followedhe Missouri and Osage rivesadsettled in central western Missouri. The
Osage tribeds dominance of the Ozarks would n
purchased the entire Louisiana territory from France. Five years later in 1808 the U.S.
government forced the Osage to sign a treaty ceding control of all of their territory east of a line
running from Fort Osage near the Missouri River all the way south to the Arkansas River. This
treaty opened up most of dwhieesdallsnaedte tri beds on
Although the Osage had officially relinquished control of this territory to the whites, for
many years afterward they continued to hunt game east of the line establithed888 treaty.
These forays brought them into occasionalflactrwith white settlers moving into the region. In
response to white protests, the Osage argued that they had only given up their land, not their
huntingrightsSt i I I , i n the 182006s and 18300s the fed
Osage to refiquish control of their remaining territory in the Ozarks and move to reservation

land in Kansa$.

® Ingenthronndians 596 O ; Loui s F. EnBylopeadsa of ORldbemea flistorydoand Culture
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/ezdfO/OS001.htm[Accessed: August 30, 2009].

" Ingenthronndians 60-61. The great ®century explorer, geographer, and folklorist Henry Rowe
Schoolcraft observed three camps left by Osage hunting parties in the vicinity of Swan Creek irdpsebamey
County during his visit to the region in 1818. Although the camps were deserted, Schoolcraft could identify them
as Osage because their fimethod of building camps, and
the kind | have notces mong t he various tribes of aboriginal Americ
Schoolcraft in the Ozarkfeprint of a Journal of a tour into the Interior of Missouri and Arkansas in 1818 and
1819(Van Buren, AR: PresArgus, 1955), 100 9 ; B u r n sBncycfo@diaaofj@klahoma History and
Culture.
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As the Osage and other Native American tribes slowly moved out of the Ozarks white
settlers began to supplant them.first decade of the nineteenth cegtamall bands of white
Americans gradually moved upe White River planting settlements as they went. One of the
first groups to settle in the White River Hills was the famous Coker clan, led by the enterprising
pioneer William # B utlelCdker@mik emigrated from Cdumty Cbr&iB 0 6 s
southern Ireland to Surry County in Virginia, where some of them prospered as tobacco growers.
By the late eighteenth century many of them had made their way to pdeseMiontgomery
County, Alabama. BetweetB811 and 1813Nilliam Coker led a convoy of his relatives up the
White River into the area that became Boone and Marion counties in Arkansas. In the ensuing
years several of William CodaeTangysCouhtyandethed ant s
partsof Southwest Missoufi.

The first white settlers in Southwest Missouimowevermost likely consisted of a group
l ed by John P. Pettijohn, a Revolutionary War
Pettijohn and his family had settled in Ohio, bui818 they decided to leave the Buckeye State
and try their luck further west. After living in Arkansas for a few years, wanderlust again
afflicted John Pettijohn. In 1822 he led a small expedition of some two dozen people, including
his family and somelose friends. They set off by keelboat on a voyage up the White River into
presemday Sout hwest Missouri, a | and Pettijohn d

by which he meant the frontier &Rptijphmaadhsnt : b u

8 Silas C. TurnboThe White River Chronicles of S.C. Turnbo: Man and Wildlife on the Ozarks Frontier
ed. James F. Keefe and Lynn Morrow (Fayetteville, AR: University of Arkansas Press, 1994) TlBnbocalls
the Cokers one of the Afirst familiesd of the Ozarks.
left their mark on the geography of that county. For example, Poor Joe Bald, a prominent hill in Taney County, took
itsnamefromWil i am Cokerds son, Joe Coker, and Katieds Prair:i
® Early settlers did report seeing small heofi§uffalonumbering sixty or more, and hunted them
whenever they had the chan8&ee, Turnbo, #79. However, depitePet t i j ohnds opti mi stic ass
were not especially numerous in the Ozagtthough the American black bdarsus americanysvas far more
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family settled near the banks of the James River close to the county line between modern
Christian and Greene Countits.

Almost as soon as white settlement of Southwest Missouri had commeaaederthe
process came to an abrupt halt with thveval of about 500 members of the Delaware Tribe in
the autumn of 1822. In an unusual twist of fate, the Delaware informed the bewildered white
residents that they must abandon their new homes because the federal government had given the
tribe most of Sothwest Missouri as a reservation. Not satisfied with this explanation, the whites
sent one of their own, Thomas Patterson, to the federal land office in St. h.geivé as their
representativae nd t o i nquire as t o t henPattarsonreturnegheof t h
reported that the Indians spoke the truth. As a result, almost all the white settlers who had arrived
in the region up to that point departed. The Delaware did allow a few white men to remain
among them, either because they renéedl ifrom the Indians or because they had married
Indian women. For the next eight years the Delaware Indians remained in possession of their
new lands in Southwest Missouri. However, in 1830 the U.S. Congress, in response to pressure
from white Missourianschanged its mind and ordered the Delaware Indians to move to a new
reservation farther west. Despite the capriciousness of this order, the Delaware promptly
complied with it**

The removal of the Delaware signaled the beginning of a new influx of vétiters into

the region, including some (like John Pettijohn and his family) who had left the region eight

common. SeeCharles and Elizabeth Swarfthe Wild Mammals of MissouiColumbia, MO: University of
Missouri Press, 1981280, 350.
¥ Holcombe, 12627; Jonathan Fairbanks and Clyde Edwin TiRast and Present of Greene County,
Missouri: Early and Recent History and Genealogical Records of Many of the Representative Qitiienapolis,
IN: A.W. Bowen & Company, 191512930.
" Holcombe, 13135; Fairbanks and Tuck, 1&2. For example, a white man named James Wilson arrived
with the Delaware I ndians and built a far where¢har t he mo
famous Civil War battle occurred) in preselaty Christian County. During his time among the Delaware Wilson
married three different Indian women in succession before finally marrying his fourth wife, a French woman from
St. Louis, who survivedimm.
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years earlier in order to make way for the Delawaf@ther families arriving in Southwest
Missouri in the years after 1830 would later play keygahethe tumultuous events of the
188006s. For example, in the early 18400s sev
County, Virginig arrived in the area. The family patriarch, Horace Layton, had made the family
prosperous operating a freigtimpany in eastern Virginia. After his death in 1841 his sons
Charles, John, and Thomas F. Layton, and their faniilleved to Greene County, Missouri.
As Ozarks pioneers, the Laytons stood out both for their considerable wealth, and because they
broudht with them a few slaves. During the Civil War many of the Laytons, including Thomas F.
Layton and his wife Julia, moved from Greene County to Taney County. Their son, Thomas A.
Layton, would become a staunch AB&ld Knobber*®

Around the same time thtte Layton Family arrived in Greene County, Harrison Snapp
came to Taney County. Born in 1812 in Rockingham County, Virginia, Harrison Snapp moved
to Missouri in 1839 with three of his brothers: Madison, Peachy, and Alexander Snapp.
Har r i s on 0 sedipriving ih @hersparts of Missouri, while he alone settled in Taney
County. There he became a substantial landowner. In January 1849, he purcnasiee U.S.
General Land Officéour land patents totaling roughly 160 acr@s the banks of the Wiait
River, followed by two more patents in April 1849 and July 1852 for sexamdyand thirtyfour
acres respectivel{?. Snapp married twice and raised nine children. Three of hisisbasid J.,

Lafayette D., and Andrew J. Snapgought in the Confederat&rmy. One of his younger sons,

12 |bid.

BViola Hartman, @ Th whiteRivetValley H&torzal Quarteffano. 8 (Sprihg, 0
1980): 36. Hereafter, the title of this journal shall be abbrevi&t&VHQ

14 The land office at Springfield, Mo issued Harrison Snappitssfbur land patents on January 1, 1849.
The patent numbers were 9143, 9144, 9145, 9208. His next two patents came on April 2, 1849 and July 1, 1852.
Their numbers were 9122 and 10824. All land patents cited in this dissertation were obtained usiBgGea&ral
Land Office Recorddatabasat Ancestry.com.
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Samuel H. Snapp, would die at the hands of the Bald Knobber George Washington Middleton in
1886™°

Andrew J. Coggburn, a friend of Samuel Snapp, would also meet an unfortunate end
during the turbulent days oHisgtahdpareBts Jatheslkindo b b er
Jane Coggburn, knew nothing of that when they left their home in Roane Cbemtygssedo
seek a new |ife in Missouri sometime in the e
County in Central Missouri, where in 1856 James Coggburn purchased a land patent for 40
acres. The couple raised a family of ten children, eightr@invaccompanied them when they
relocated to Taney County in 1865. That year one of their sons, James A. Coggburn, married a
Taney County woman named Frances S. Springer who gave birth to three sons, including the ill
fated Andrew in 1866. Unfortunately,mddas Coggburn did not get to see his children reach
adulthoodHe served as a Deputy Sheriff of Taney County t h e ]irawhieh cdp8city0 6 s
he led a posse down Bee Creek near the MisgaWansas border in search of a group of horse
thieves. Whenhtey overtook the thieves a gunfight ensued in which Coggburn and one other
lawman lost their live&®

Aside from their obvious significance as pioneers and trailblazing settlers, families like
the Cokers, Pettijohns, Laytons, Coggburns, and Snapps repeeagmeof settler most
commonly seen in the early stages of white settlement in the Ozarks. One historian has written
that the fAnsettlement of the Ozarks progressed
Frontier, 0 | ast enilperiodtathelCivil War, witmthet gheat butk @flwhite

settlers arriving after the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. This wave of emigrants came

“"Ruth Gull s Ryser WRYHQHA @o. BBpammad7H:8mi | y, 0

%¥Janice Looney, WRYIHD®, aow6 (Wiater 987): 19.rFor a description of the
gunfightendinginJames@agy bur n6s deat h, s e ePaliotAdveStiserl Magi87i9eThed , Mi s s ou
land office in Fayette, Missouri issued James Coggburn his land patent, number 34,801, on 15 January 1856.
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overwhelmingly from the Upper Southplaces like Tennessee, Kentucky, North Carolina, and

Virginia. Many of thee southern emigrants were of Sceltabh descent (i.e., Irish Protestants),

and most of them were fof the yseloanvaenh®fladrenresr. ot
The figures collected for the 1860 and 1870 U.S. Census counts reinforce these

observatns. For example, in 1870, the first year in which the Census Office compiled this sort

of information, more than 3,800 residents of the Christian, Taney, and Douglas cotimées

future bastions of the Bald Knobber movemiehsted the Upper South sést of Tennessee,

Virginia (including West Virginia), and Kentucky as their place of birth. These people

represented more than one quarter of the total population of these counties, and by far the largest

bloc of those residents not born in MissdfifTable 1.1)

Table 1.1: 1870 NATIVITY STATISTICS FOR THREE COUNTIES
| E€s | g | 2 S
€31 25| & | 3| o o
S8 25| s | 5| 2| 2| &
Countes | @ S | = = % = o) =
Christian 3511 209 1510 | 280 169 188 6670
Taney 2204 145 575 216 275 121 4385
Douglas 2353 71 555 193 138 10 3905
Source 1870 U.S. Census

The vast majority of people living in these counties earned a living through agriculture.
Indeed, the 1860 census recorded that only eigifitpeople living in Christian, Douglas, and

Taney counti es womrgk,ea a nt eirnma ntulfaatc taufrt en meant

" Rafferty, 4146, 5557; Russel L. Gerlaclgettlement Patterria Missouri: A Study of Population
Origins, with a Wall MagColumbia, MO: University of Missouri Press, 1986);240 For an analysis of Scotch
Il rish settlement in the Ozar ksl,r issdba/tuwd Geography oMissouGer | ac h,
ed., Michael Roark (Cape Girardeau: Department of Earth Sciences, Southeast Missouri State University; 1983), 11
29.

Bys.CensusOfficcfhe Statistics of the Population of the Ur
returns of the ninth censu@lune 1, 1870,) under the direction of the Secretary of the In{gMashington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1872), 3GB.
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blacksmithing or operating a grist mill or a saw miilAlthough some of the remainder worked
as shogkeepers, doctors, lawyers and the like, the majority would have made a living through
tilling the soil or stock raising. In 1860, farmers in Christian, Douglas, and Taney counties grew
mainly food staples, iieding corn (679,000 bushels), wheat (78,000 bushels), oats (34,000
bushels), Irish potatoes (13,600 bushels), and sweet potatoes (6,300 bushels). Likewise, stock
raisers in these counties raised herds numbering 4,900 dairy cows and 7,500 beef cgttle, alon
with 9,800 sheep and 4,000 oxen. They also raised roughly 30,000 hogs, which meant that in
these counties swine outnumbered humans by a ratio of nearly three’fo one.

A small farmer could make a decent life for himself farming or raising stock in
Southwest Missouri, but he probably would not become rich. The relative poverty of the region
manifested itself in a variety of ways. For example, the land tenure statistics for the 1860
Agricultural Census show that not a single farmer in Christian, Douglasnay counties
owned a farm in excess of 500 acres. Moreover, the vast majority obvemersin these
counties and throughout Southwest Misstiaidfarms of between 10 and 99 acfé$he
poverty of the region also impacted public expenditures on senkeseducation. In 1858
teachers in Douglas County and Taney County earned less than half the average yearly pay for

teachers in Missouri of roughly $15.

¥y.s.CensusOfficanuf act ures of the United States in 1860:
Secretary of the letior (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1865),-365

U.S.Census Officedgri cul ture of the United States in 1860:
Secretary of the InteriofWashington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1864),953

?! Ibid.

22 Missouri House of Representativésurnal of the House of Representatives of the State of Missouri, at
the Adjourned Session, Twentieth General Asseefierson City, MO: W.G. Cheeney, Public Printer, 1860),
42831
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Despite the heavy reliance on agriculture, most Southwest Missourians earned their daily
bread wihout the assistance of slaves. In 1860 only about 3,900 slaves lived in a twelve county

area stretching across the southwestern corner of the state, or roughly five percent of the 78,000

people living there. Moreover, more than forty percent
Table 1.2: Slaves in Southwest
of these slaes (1,668) lived in Greene County, easily M ) UEIEEE
<3 =
=
. . . . RS 2| =
the wealthiest county in all of Southwest Missouri and n S5 g
— — S (¢5]
S S a2 =
. . . . o o O o ©
home to the city of Springfield, the commercial centef&UNty = [N I EEWCT
Jasper 335 | 6,883 4.90%
. . . . [0)
of the Ozarks regiorMore typical of tle Ozarks in this pxeWton 426 | 9,319 4.60%
McDonald] 72 | 4,038 1.80%
respect were Christian, Taney, and Douglas counties Dade 346 | 7.07214.90%
P : y 9 JLawrence | 284 | 8,846 3.20%
- . Barny 247 | 7,995(3.10%
Christian County had only 229 slavies1860(4.4 Greene 1.668| 13,186 12.60%
. . . Christian 229 | 5,491| 4.20%
percent of its populationyyhile Taney County had 82 [sione 16 | 2.400] 0.70%
Taney 82 | 3,576|2.30%
slaves (2.3 percent), and Douglas County had none @§vebster | 220 | 7,099] 3.10%
Douglas 0 2,4141 0.00%
all.?® (Table 12) The scarcit of slaves in this area Total
Figures 3925 [ 78,319 5.00%
stemmed from a variety of factors, including the Source: 1860 U.S. Census

relative poverty of most of the early settlers and the absence of most of the crops which
ordinarily involved the use of slave labor. Farmers in Christian, Taney, and Douglassountie
grew no hemp and ginned no cotton in 1860. They did grow modest quantities of tobacco, but

probably just enough for local consumptfdn.

BUS.CensusOfficRopul ati on of the United States in 1860: (¢
Secretary of the InteriogfWashington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1864),-881 The counties included in
these statistics are Jasper, Newton, McDonald, Dade, Lawrescg, Breene, Christian, Stone, Webster, Douglas,

and Taney.
2 U.S. Census OfficéAgriculture of the United States in 18@®-91, 9395. Hemp was the predominant
Afislave cropo6 in antebellum Missouri . Alencpproddiéngg to R. D

counties were also Athe counties wit h -dcdlechenipprodyctiont sl av
Awould not have been economiAgai ktyl vuabkl and SéeayeRy Dau
Dixie (Columb i a MO: University of Missouri Press, 1992), 123
Missouri Historical Reviev@7, no. 1 (October 1942): 555. Hereafter, the title of this periodical shall be

abbr ewHBRtoed 0
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Given the social and economic characteristics of the early settlements of Southwest
Missouriit he s et t | omanshéritaget their dpper Soath backgrounds, and the scarcity
of slaves among theimnit hardly comes as a surprise that they took a cautious view of the
sectional crisis which confronted the nation in 1830 No less an authority on political matters
than Abraham Lincoln observed that the secession issue had divided Missourians into a
bewildering array of camps. As Lincoln put it, ey@o-union Missourians broke down into at
| east f othose whao acedoptke: Unidin with, but not without, slavérgse for it
without, but not with; those for it with or without, but prefer it with; and those for it with but
prefer it without % Perhaps because they understood their own deep divisions on the subject,
most Missourians preferred to remain neutrabag las possible. As one contemporary observer
put it, they believed that they should Ado no
help it along <hould one break out. o
Missourians had three separate opportunities to voice their opinion omakissues at
the ballot box: the state gubernatorial election held in August, 1860, the November, 1860
presidential election, and a special election held in February, 1861, to choose delegates to a state
convention to consider the issue of secesSi@&ad time the people of Southwest Missouri
joined the majority in expressing their preference for moderation and preserving the Union.
Mi ssouri 6s gubernatori al el ection held in Aug
Jackson and Hancock Jacksagainst a Republican, James B. Gardenhire, and an independent,

Sample Orr. During this election the Missouri Democratic Party split between the supporters of

% U.S. War Departmenthe War 6 the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and
Confederate ArmiesSer. 1, Vol. 22, Part 2, 6@b. Hereafter, the title of this series shall be abbreviat&d

% Holcombe, 277.

% The state convention, which met in March, 1861s wat a typical secession convention in that it was not
empowered to pass ordinances of secession, but only to make recommendations. If they had recommended
secession, the voters would have had to approve that action inwaistateferendum. See, Dua@e Meyer,The
Heritage of Missouri3® ed. (Springfield, MO: Emden Press, 1982), 380
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Stephen Douglas, who favored sectional conciliation and compromise, and the supporters of

John C Breckinridge, who took a much harder, ys@uthern position on sectional issues. At

first, Claiborne Fox Jackson, the Democratic frantner, attempted to straddle the fence

between the Douglas and Breckinridge camps within his party. When he hads$e ehside,

however, he shrewdly picked the Douglas Democrats, the stronger of the two factions.

Thereafter, the Breckinridge men backed Hancock Jackson. Thus, even though Claiborne Fox

Jackson would become an ardent secessionist following his inaugwsgmvernor, in the 1860

gubernatori al race most voters conéidered him
As it turned out, the main opposition to J

Democrat, nor even the Republican Gardenhire, but ratimepl8arr. A littleknown probate

judge from Greene County, Orr began his campaign as an independent. Later he received the

endor sement of Missouri6s nascent Constitutio

declined to run. To put it kindly, Odid not look the part of a politician. One contemporary

described him as a slightly built man of medium height and weight with freckles and a shock of

bright red hair to compliment fAkeen blue eyes
shoulderslongneck anot her | cabod Crane. 0 His opponents
Anobodyo6s nomineed and fAone of the wugliest me

critics by waging a vigorous campaign in which he fiercely proclaimed his uncomprgmis
loyalty to the Union. He finished second in the race with 65,583 votes to Claiborne Fox

Jacksonbdbs 74,446 votes. Hancock Jackson and G

Zwilliam E. ParrishA History of MissouriVol. ll, 1860-1875(Columbia, MO: University of Missouri
Press, 1973), 2; Meyer, 3413l. For a more comprehensive discussion of the internal divisions within the Missouri
Democratic Party in 1860, see J.F. SnyderMHRBMmhzZ Democr
(January 1908): 1120.
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place with 11,415 votes and 6,135 votes respectiéyr did even better in Southwest
Missouri, where he carried several counties, including his native Greene County, which he won
by 835 votes over Claiborne Fox Jackson, as well as Christian, Lawrence, and Ozark Counties by
somewhat smaller margins. He dtide Stone and Taney Counties, but even there the
Breckinridge supporter Hancock Jackson failed to finish anywhere near the lead. These results
demonstrated that the people of Southwest Missouri preferred moderate unionism or even
uncompromising unionisnotanything that smacked of disunigh.

The 1860 presidential election featured a faaly contest between the Northern
Democrat Stephen Douglas, the Southern Democrat John C. Breckinridge, the Republican
Abraham Lincoln, and the Constitutional Union Padpdidate John Bell. Once again Missouri
voters spoke strongly in favor of the candidates who represented unionism and sectional
conciliation. They gave Douglas a narrow victory oBell, with5 8 , 801 votes to Bel
votes, with Breckinridge and Lintn pulling up the rear at 31,317 votes and 17,028 votes
respectively’* Once again, the votes in Southwest Missouri closely paralleled the statewide
results. The election returns for a twelve county swath stretching from Jasper, Newton, and
McDonald to Webter, Douglas, and Taney counties, show that Bell won five of those counties
while Douglas won two. Breckinridge won four of those counties, but only in Taney did he win
an outright majority. Together, Bell and Douglas finished with 6,604 votes, or mearthirds

of the 10,029 votes cast in these courtigFable 13)

2 Holcombe, 26970; ParrishHistory of Missourj 2; For the descriptions of Orr, and the 1860
gubernatori al race in general, see B.B. Li ghtMdBROt , A No
60, no. 2 (Janugrl966): 127148. The quotes appear on pages 136 and 138.

301860 Election Returns for Greene, Christian, Lawrence, Ozark, Taney, and Stone Counties, Missouri
State Archives, Record Group 5, Box 8, Foldes &1 0 . Hereaft er , vieMi dibesableeviatedSt at e A
MSA.

31 parrish History of Missourj 3; Lightfoot, 147.

32 GoodspeedHistory of Southeast Missouri: Embracing and Historical Account of the Counties of St.

Genevieve, St. Francois, Perry, Cape Girardeau, Bollinger, Madison, New Madnmisd®e, Dunklin, Scott,
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On January 3, 1861, Governor Claiborng Table 1.3: 1860 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN

_ SOUTHWEST MISSOURI
Fox Jackson took the oath of office. Just two oo nfies: Douglas| Bell | sreckiniidge | Lincoln

. . Bany 257 333 286 1

weeks prior South Carolina had seceffedh the Christan | 120 342 308 0
Union, an action which would precipitate the Die 283 406 305 8
Douglas* 0 0 0 0

Greene 298 986 414 42

secession of six more southern states by Febru
Jasper 407 424 192 38

1. Reacting to these events, Jackson Lawrence | 138 445 516 59
McDonald] 206 138 194 3
recommended that the Missouri General Newton 654 406 255 22
Stone 83 31 112 0
Assembly call a state convention to consider wiTaney 97 43 287 0
Webster 172 335 376 7
course of action Missourhsuld take, possibly  [Toials 2715 | 3889 | 3245 | 180

* No votes recorded for Douglas County.
Source Goodspeed'slistory of Southeast Missoyri888

including secession. The General Assembly

approved his request, and on February 18 Missourians went to the polls to elect delegates. The
el ection resulted in a |lopsided victory for M
Acnadi ti onal 6 or Aunconditional 6 unionists rece
while secessionist or fstat es>dnSoityhst Missourt andi d
the unionist forces did ev &@ondgresdionaéDistrictFor exam
(comprising Greene, Christian, Stone, Taney, and Webster counties) no secessionist candidates
appeared on the ballot. Instead, a slate of three unconditional unionist delegates led by Sample
Orr trounced a slate of conditional unists. The unconditional unionists received between 3,316
and 3,430 votes each, while the conditional unionists received between 775 and 859 vdfes each.

As the preceding elections returns suggest, the people of Southwest Missouri desperately

wanted to avial the outbreak of hostilities between the North and South. They must have known,

Mississippi, Stoddard, Butler, Wayne, and I{@hicago: The Goodspeed Publishing Company, 1888}5Y76%
appears that the 1860 presidential election returns for Douglas County were not preserved.

33 Meyer, 350; ParisHistory ofMissouri 6.

% Holcombe, 276.
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given their precarious position at the southern boundary of a border state, that such a war would
entail special hardships for them. And so it did, even though SouthwesiuMid&l not witness
many formal battles between large numbers of combatants, and the few that did occur involved
at most a few thousand men. For example, on July 5, 1861 a brigade of &eneacan troops
under the command of Colonel Franz Sigel attethfiiecut off the retreat of roughly 4,000
Missouri State Guardsmen under the command of Governor Claiborne Fox Jackson, who had
recently fled the state capital at Jefferson
Union Army. Inacloselyfouyt contest near the town of Carth
men defeated the much smaller Union force, and continued their retreat southilaodt a
month later a Confederate Army of roughly 10,000 men under the command of General Sterling
Price andBrigadier General Benjamin McCulloch moved into Southwest Missouri from
Arkansas with the intention of capturing Springfield, and then recapturing the state capital. On
August 10 General Lyon, with a force of about 5,400 men launched a surprise attiaekeivel
army at Wi lsonds Creek near the county | ine b
Confederates repelled the attack, and later occupied Springfield, but sustained such heavy
casualties (roughly 12 percent of their total force) that they cmtlébllow up their victory, and
soon lost the territory they had gain&d.

The last major Confederate incursion into Southwest Missouri came in the winter of
186263. Following the rebel defeat at the Battle of Prairie Grove in Arkansas (December 7,

1862) Lieutenant General Theophilus Holmes ordered a general withdrawal of Confederate

% Jay MonagharCivil War on the Western Border, 183865(Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 151
58.

% Monaghan, 1781;For t he most comprehensive history of the
Garrett PistonWilsorb s Cr eek: The Second Battl e of(ChageldHill:Ci vil War
University of North Carolina Press, 200B8pr a list of casualties suffered on both sides, see Edwin C. BERess,

Battle of W eddQassdlls, MOrWakeerkd s Creek National Batod.l efi el d F
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forces south of the Arkansas River. At the same time, he ordered Brigadier General John S.
Marmaduke to lead a cavalry expedition into Missouri to threaten Union supply and
communication | ines, thereby providing cover
command of about 2,000 cavalrymen crossed the Misgaokiansas border on December 31,
1862, and proceeded north through Taney, Christian, and Greene counties.slioyeda
small Union outpost at Ozark on January 7. The following day Marmaduke attempted to capture
the important federal fortifications and supply depot at Springfield, but Brigadier General E.B.
Brown and the cityds gartiysoMasmadesedDsl mgnd e
through Webster and Wright Counties, and fought a minor battle near the town of Hartville
before returning to Arkans3s.

Mar madukedos defeat at the Battle of Spring
assured Uniomilitary hegemony in Southwest Missouri for the duration of the war. Indeed,
with the exception of GefaedineuisionSntoMissourinnghe Pr i c e 0
fall of 1864, the Confederacy never again seriously challenged Union contnyl pa# of the
state. However, the Union triumph did not enddhberrilla warfarein the ShowMe state.
Indeed, the long, bitter, and intensely personal conflict between Unionists and rebels continued
and intensified in the second half of the war.

Civil War historians have already given ample attention to the phenomenon of guerrilla

warfare in Missouri, and it is not my goal either to revise or improve upon thattddwever,

Paul Robinett, fAMarmadukeds Expedition into Missou
Januar yMHRE83mM®.2 (January 1964): 1873;0.R, Series 1, Vol. 22, Part 1, 1-89. For a
comprehensive analysis of this campaign, see Frederick W. Gbhpan, Fr om Ar kansas: Mar maduke

Mi ssouri Raid I ncluding thd SPatthlgéde! dff MOri Wgfliseind sa IC
Battlefield Foundation, 1999).
3 Examples: Michael Fellmaipside War: The Guerrilla Conflict in Missouri during the Civil War
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989); Richard S. Brown@&&y Ghosts of the Confederacy: Guerrilla Warfare
in the West, 18665 (Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State University Press, 1984), Bruce Ni¢hotsrilla Warfare
in Civil War Missouri,2 Vols. (Jeffeson, NC: McFarland & Company, 200%); Daniel E. Sutherlandy Savage
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for two reasons, my study does require some general observations aboulrieingaierrilla
warfare in Southwest Missouri. First, most studies of the guerrilla warfare in Missouri have
tended to focus on the central western part of the state, particularly the western counties
bordering Kansas such as Jackson, Cass, Bates, amohVé&his was the area subjected to the
infamous General Order Number 11 requiring the removal of most of the civilian inhabitants.
For years afterward people referred it as the
despoiling that occurred duririge war® Historians rightly emphasize this area becauseit
the main hotbed of the Confederate guerrilla activity in the state, and the home turf of many of
the wardés most | egendary (or infamous) <charac
Bil | 6 Ander son. Nevertheless, partisan violenc
as much as in West Central Missouri.
Second, for many members of the Bald Knobber movement, and theiB&ldtKnobber
opponents, the Civil War constituted tbeminal event of their lives. Twelve of the fotiyo
Taney County Bald Knobbers who can be identified by name fought for the Union in some
capacity’® Furthermore, a number of senior leaders of the Bald Knobbers, men like Captain
Madison Day of the 14Missouri State Militia Cavalry, and Alexander C. Kissee of tHé 72

Enrolled Missouri Militia, fought in militia units that spent most of their time fighting

Conflict: The Decisive Role of Guerrillas in the Aiman Civil War(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2009).

39 William E. Parrish, et alMissouri: The Heart of the Natiofst. Louis, MO: Forum Press, 1980), 181
82.

“Thomas M. Spencer, i T-BadKiohberd, Pdfittond theeQulture of ViblenceAn t i
in the Ozarks, 186Q 8 9 0 Th& Othen Missouri History: Populists, Prostitutes, and Regular Fotkombia,
MO: University of Missouri Press, 2004),-378. Spencer 6s essay says that there
the Tang County Bald Knobbers, but does not name them. My own research also shosisvitsiaBald Knobbers
fought for the Union during the Civil War. Their names &amuel BargeiGalbaE. Branson, John J. Browngldn
Lafayette Cook, Madison Day, August C. I8kzy, Nathaniel N. Kinney, Alexander C. Kissee, George W.
Middleton,W.H. Pollard,Alonzo Prather, and James R. VanZandt. These individuals were identified using
Al exander St rTaeAmeriPan €iglWar Réska@h Dafabase,
http://asp6new.alexanderstreet.com.libezp.lib.lsu.edu/cvadiclAncestry.comfiCivil War Collection 0
http://www.ancesly.com/search/rectype/grouplist.aspx?group=CivilWar
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Confederate guerrillas. By contrast, those /Adld Knobbers old enough to have served during
the Civil War usually sided with the South. Some of them may have fought as guerrillas, while
others enlisted in conventional units. Moreover, the younger men in both the Bald Knobber and
Anti-Bald Knobber camps often had relatives who had served in th& war.
Whereas in other parts of the country political ideology and patriotic sentiment often
motivated military service, for the men engaged in guerrilla warfatetnsidef the conflict
in the Missouri Ozarks, revenge and plunder served as the primamatioots. Indeed, in war
torn Southwest Missouri, where employment and economic opportunities were scarce, service in
one of the many small Aindependent compani eso

The soldiers who fought this kind of war wémntdiverse and (often) interchangeable naffies.

On the rebel side these unconventional sol di e
while their enemies often called them fAbushwh
Union trolerss ip aghtaevr m usually used to refer |

raids into Missouri, but sometimes applied to other Union troops as well. The closest Union
equivalents of the guerrillas werethes@a | | ed fAMountain Feds. o0 These
sympathizers, usually few in number, roamed the hills of southern Missouri and northern

Arkansas wreaking vengeance on their enemies. Most of thguaentilla fighting fell to the

Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, a sort of auxiliary to the regulaion army tasked with

guarding supply lines and important military installations and hunting down guerrilldUBits.

“1 For example, Sam H. Snapp, the ABtld Knobber who died at the hands of George W. Middleton, had
three older brothefis David, LaFayetteand Andrewi who fought for the Confederacy. See, Ruth Gulls Ryser,
AThe SnapWRVH@Imi Inyo,.0 3 (Spring 1971): 2fatheSNathanielar | vy, J ame
Kinney) and fathein-law (Alonzo Prather) were both union veterans.

“NolaA.Janes, AThe Civil War Y e @heArkansas Historitae Quarterl®& nce Cout
no. 3 (Autumn 1969): 2489.

“3 EImo IngenthronBorderland Rebellion: A History of the Civil War on the MisseAnkansas Border
(Branson, MO: The Ozarks Mountaine&880), 19698, 285. See also, Dennis K. Boman, nc ol nés Resol ut e
Unioni st: Hami |l ton Gambl e, Dr ed Sco(BatonRougesleAnt er and Mi
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whatever name they went, these irregular fighting units wreaked havoc throughout the Missouri
Ozarks, killing and plundering wherever yheent.

Faced with the widespread violence and dislocation which attended the war, the ordinary
civil authorities quickly found themselves unable to cope with the problems of law enforcement.
Consequently, the U.S. Ar mytbS8llthe gap andlsetamenar s h a |
fithe basic pol i ce*Thus, the provastntarshalpaperhfer Missowit e . 0
contain numerous examples of the pilfering nature of guerrilla warfare. In March, 1862 union
loyalist Thomas Baker of Christian Countyeéved a visit from a party of twelve guerrillas
including William Reed, whom the U.S. military later captured. The guerrillas confiscated two of
Bakerds horses. Next they raided his corn cri
for their suppe After finishing their meal, one of the men took a mare belonging to Baker and
rode away. The rest stayed at Baker 6s house o
serve them. While there they cansérvigkbfyhei nf or me
C.S.A.0 Instead, they had formed an independe
taken from®Union men. o

Horse theft represented the most common type of property crime in Southwest Missouri
during the Civil War, mostly because basdiund horses easy to steal and easy to exchange for
cash or other goods. The war left many parts of Southwest Missouri virtually depopulated of

horses. For example, the U.S. Census Office reported that Taney and Ozark counties had more

Louisiana State University Press, 2006),-¥8 2010 3 . Mi s sniom niilifiasstrugureavent through
sever al i ncarnations during the Civil War. I'n January
Mi ssouri State Militia (M.S.M.), a replacement for th
July 1862 Brig. Gen. John M. Schofield organized the Enrolled Missouri Militia (E.M.M.), an expanded version of
the M.S.M. that could call up any addedied man of military age to bear arms in service to the Union. Finally, in
February 1863 Governor Hamilton Gamblganized the Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, a smaller, elite
contingent of the E.M.M. that took over much of the-ttagday responsibility for guerrilldighting.

“Parrish, et al., 178.

“AWI || i a bnitel States,Piovost Marshal PapedSA, Reel #: F 1205.

e
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than 1,600 and90®or ses respectively. However, by 1867
of Statistics found only 548 and 298 horses in these counties. These and neighboring counties
suffered similar declines in other forms of livestock as #ell.
However, the lawleslsands of armed men who roamed the countryside during this period
stole anything small enough and light enough to carry away by hand, horse, or wagon. The case
of Nelson Burkhart, a prosperous farmer from Christian County, illustrates the rapaciousness of
the guerrilla bands operating in that part of the country. Shortly after the war ended Burkhart
brought suit against several dozen men, beginning with one Samuel Miller. According to
Burkhart, these men, ostensibly a Confederate raiding party led by Médlee to his home in
September, 1862. They seized Burkhart, beat him severely, and then carried off or destroyed a
huge amount of property, which he c¢cl ai med amo
impressive variety of goods stolen or destroyega#tial list of the damages found in the Court
records included the following:
AfOne iron gray mare of the value of two hu
of one hundred and fifty dollars, three mules worth six hundred dollars, one wagon and
gearing of the value of one hundred and fifty dollars, bed clothing of the value of fifty
dollars, seventjive head of cattle of the value of fiftednmndred dollars, forty head of
sheep worth one hundred and twenty dollars, [an article] of leathez v&lhe of fifty
dollars, stove vessels of the value of five dollars, corn of the value of one hundred
dollars, hay of the value of fifty dollars, oats of the value of one hundred dollars, fruit of
the value of two hundred dollars, and destroyed an ordidrdit trees worth ten
thousand dollars, destroyed shade trees in the yard worth two thousand dollars, 44 head
of cattle worth 800 dollars, household furniture and goods of the value of fifteen hundred
dollars. Also [the defendants] did burn and desftiog] blacksmith shop and tools worth

€ three hundred dollars and dwelling house
al so other houses of th% value of three th

*%U.S. Census Officédgriculture of the United States in 18&®2; Missouri General Assemblgecond
Annual Report of the Commissioner of Statistics to the General Assembly of the State of Missouri for the Year 1867
(Jefferson City: Eivood Kirby, Public Printer, 1868), 47.

" Nelson Burkhart vs. Samuel Miller, et,ah Civil War Related Court Filedpcated at the Greene County
Archives and Records Center, Springfield, MO, folder 6
Cet er 0 shalll be abbreviated as AGCA. 0
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As the preceding exampl es i nghterswwouléstealMi s s o u
anything of value from anyone. Since the Union Army prevailed in the war it hardly comes as a
surprise that most of the cases that the provost marshal system or the civil courts handled
stemmed from complaints made by Union sympathi&iicient evidence exisihoweverto
show t hat MNhniendighting med soulpbelrmve with as much avarice and callousness
as their rebel counterparts.

For example, in January, 1863 Mrs. L.A. Vance of Taney County received an unwelcome
visit from three federal cavalrymen who asked to see her husband. She told them that her
husband had gone to Arkansas, although she did not specify why he left (which might indicate
that he served in the rebel army or an independent company). After a whild,thedloree
soldiers left. The one that remained offered her money to have sex with him. When she refused
his advances he attacked her, choked her severely, then raped her, despite the presence of her
child in the room. In her distraught condition Mrs. ¥a@ sought sol ace at a n
after the attack. When she returned home the next morning she discovered, to her horror, that her
attacker had robbed her, and t*hat fieverything

In addition to cases involving obvious abud theft, many of the Union outrages upon
rebel sympathizers were cloaked in a veneer of legality. Irtivag Missouri, Union authorities
could find any number of legal excuses to confiscate the property of those who supported the
Confederacy. For exgpte, during the war prtynion bankers foreclosed on the estates of
thousands of individuals who had signed promissory notes for loans from state banks intended to
fund Confederate military units in Missouri. The state government under Governor Claiborne
Fox Jackson had wanted to use these funds to wage war against the federal government.

However, with the fall/l of Jacksonds gover nmen

BH Mr s . L . Anited\BtatescPeoyost Marshal PapefSA, Reel #: F 1273.
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commenced. The property confiscated in this manner eventually amounted to mo®0tba0 3

acres of land, most of which “*®*he banks dispos
Another common method of expropriation of property was to force southerners to sign

bonds to ensure loyal behavior in the future. If federal authocéieght, or even susgted a

personof rendering a service to the rebel soldiers or guerrillas, they could force him/her to sign a

Al oyalty oat h. 0 T h-akeetosumortihe Urpoh, alistgire fobom tidiogal o at h

behavior, and i nf orhno sftedeer arlo voefnfeincti, a Igsa tohfe rii anng

against the government of the United States. Often they contained a clause pledging the oath

taker to remain in a particular area for the duration of hostifitiés. security for these oaths,

those who took therhad to sign a bond in which they agreed that federal authorities could seize

a portion of their property (usually between $1,000 and $2,000) if they violated their oaths. Since

many people did not have enough property to cover the amount stipulateid botius, they

often had to ask friends, neighbors, or relatives tsign their bonds, which made the co

signerd6s property also |iable to seizure.
Obviously, those who took these loyalty oaths could run afoul of their requirements in

any number of waysS he case of Thomas F. Layton of Greene County, illustrates how easily

southern sympathizers could lose their property under the loyalty oath system. In February, 1862

Thomas F. Layton, father of the future aBtild Knobber leader, Thomas A. Layton, lei

home in Springfield, Missouri with General Sterling Price and his retreating Confederate army.

Although Layton claimed that he never formally belonged to the rebel army, he admitted that he

““Mark W. Geiger, filndebtedness and the @uorhagof ns of C
Southern History'5, no. 1 (Februgr2009): 4982. A map on page 52 of this article shows that the highest number
of these foreclosures occurred, as we might -Kensgsect, i n

border. However, a significant number also occurred in ththaestern counties of Greene, Lawrence, and Dade.
A Thomas Uited Staes Pravost Marshal PapedSA, Reel #: F 1183. This file contains a
copy of Barkerds | oyalty oath, which f ol partcularoathhe basi c
Barker promises to remain within the confines of his Taney County, where he lived, for the remainder of the war.
His bond pledged up to $2,000 of his property as security for his loyalty.
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Aparticipated with them as(Marth&8, BaG2) whereUniof Pe a
forces captured him. After spending a couple of months at a federal prison in Alton, lllinois,
Layton secured his release by taking a loyalty oath and signing a bond in the amount of $1,000.
He then returned home to Sprirefl>*

However, shortly after returning home, federal authorities arrested Layton. They alleged
that he had sheltered rebel soldiers in his home, and tried to send one of his two slaves, a black
woman named Sally, south to rebel territory. Layton vigosodshied both of these allegations.
His wife Julia and their houseguest at that t
statements in support of his denial. However,
Laytons feared that Sally ght run away with her husband, who was most likely a free black
man living nearby?

We do not know whether the Layton family was guilty of the specific offenses charged to
them, or if the government actually expropriated their property. However, thely fastory
suggests that they continued to assist the rebel cause covertly from Springfield, with Julia Layton
and Cordelia Richards making trips across Union lines at Forsyth carrying badly needed supplies
to the Missouri troops in Arkansas, includinghs e s hoe i ron and Adoll s st
Thus, they certainly might have sheltered rebel troops at their home as well. Moreover, during
the war Thomas and Julia Layton moved from Springfield to Taney County, so it seems probable

that they lost theiproperty in Springfield?

1 Thomas F. Laytorinited States Provost Marshabpers MSA, Reel #: F 1360. The fact that Thomas
Layton claimed that he did not actually belong to the rebel army, despite fighting on their side at Pea Ridge, raises
the possibility that he belonged to an independent company. Otherwise, it is harciio iexphat capacity he
fought at Pea Ridge.

2I'bid. In her statement, Mrs. Layton says that she
get her away, because he tried to hire her from me, an
*Viola Hartman, #f T hWwhitdRivertValley HiStorioat Quarter, . 3 (Siingo
1980): 23 . Hereafter, this jowWRMH@Il 6s title shall be abbrevi
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I n addition to plunder, vengeance and the
adversaries also fueled the partisan conflict in the Missouri Ozarks. In light of thempre
history of unionism and political moderatidhe ferocity with which the people of this region
waged war against each other might seem strange. However, the war had the effect of forcing
people to choose sides. As one historian has
nor Unionists panitted neutralism, seeing it as a service, however meekly given, to the
e n e MMerdwho attempted to remain neutral earned the mistrust of both factions, and they
soon discovered that neutrality would not spare them from robbery or vidk@aptain
William Monks, a Union militia officer, summed up the prevailing attitude on both sides when
he told a Howel |l County man who wanted to rem
powers; and if you are more afraid of the rebels than you are of me ydawelito take your
chanceséThis day you must settl®® in your own
Not surprisingly, such uncompromising attitudes could produce acts of violence shocking
in their frequency and ferocity. In September, 1862, a company of aboute3@uelrillas under
the command of Dave Hilliard visited the home of Jacob Aleshire, a Union sympathizer living in
Christian County. They robbed Al eshire of som
table cloth. They also kidnapped a man nameahids Budd, who had chosen the wrong time to
visit Aleshireds residence. Three days | ater
horribly disfigured body |l ying next to a near

shot and burned; hewascond er abl e (sic) disfigur¥d, his eat

5 Fellman, 5152.

% Ingenthron Borderland Rebellion12832, 293.

¢ Wwilliam Monks, A History of Southern Missouri and Northern Arkansas: Being an Account of the Early
Settlements, the Civil War, the Hlux, and Times of Peaced. John F. Bradbury, Jr. and Lou Wehmer
(Fayetteville, AR: The University of Arkansas Press, 2003), 105.

A omas Bnitetl Gtatés Provost Marshal PapehSA, Reel #: F 1477.
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Cruel acts such as the Budd murder happened frequently in the Missouri Ozarks. On both
sides of the conflict certain deranged individuals, whom sane people would have shunned in
peacetime, becagrieaders of men and elevated sadism to an art form. One such individual, the
rebel guerrilla leader Alfred Bolin, stands out as an extreme example of the savagery that the war
created. Capt. Madison Day, a federal officer and a future Bald Knobber, laiewbBfore the
war and recalled that for many years he had made a living as a highwayman operating in the
White River regiort® Bolin declared his allegiance to the Confederate cause and soon gained a
following as commander of a guerrilla company. Bolid &rs company operated primarily in
the White River Hills along the road between Forsyth, Missouri and Carrolton, Arkansas. One of
their favorite haunts was a large, boultigpped hill located about four miles south of Kirbyville
in Taney County, whichlboe t he appropriate ®ickname of #Mu

From the security of their bases in the hills the Bolin gang preyed upon Union patrols,
pro-union civilians, and anyone else whose life or property they wished to take. Bolin perfected
the art of bushwhackingy firing from cover. According to one local historian, iis peci al t vy
was the murder of Union men at home on furlougfkis usually involved waiting alongside
s o mlenelfiroad he knew his victimtraveled and pi c ki riap heotrveledior s v i ct i
from his home" Although Bolin claimed to be a southern patriot fighting for the Confederacy,
many of his killings lacked any military justification at all. These included the murder of a

twelve-yearold boy named Bill Willis, whom Bolin gunned downareRoark Creek in Taney

®fMa d i s o nUniBcaState® Provost Marshal PapekSA, Reel # F 1226.

“El mo Ingenthron, fAGuerril IWRVHQ2 @ & (Summkrelf6§);2. and Bus h
OwilliamNevi I | e Col lier, fOzark and Vicinity in the Nin
1966): 20. This article consists of an excerpt from Wi

manuscript was published as a series of articlésalvhite River Valley Historical Quarterly
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County and an eightyearold man from Christian County whom the Bolin Gang murdered near
Hensl eyds ferry' on the White River.

Al t hough the Union army put a price on Bol
failed. One of the bion officers tasked with hunting Bolin down was Lt. Willis Kissee of the
73 Infantry, Enrolled Missouri Militia, oung officer who by the end of the war claimed to
have killed thirtytwo rebels in the service of his country. Although a tough guerrilla fighter
himself, Kissee never did catch Bolin, who narrowly evaded him on a number of occasions.
Twenty years after he war Al exander C. Ki ssee, Willis Ki
important role in the Bald Knobber organization of Taney Coffty.

The federals finally managed to kill Bolin when they sent Zachariah E. Thomas, a young
private from the T lowa Cavalrydisguised as a Confederate soldier to find and kill Bolin.
Thomas caught up with Bolin on February 1, 1863 at the homestead of a southern family near
Forsyth, Missouri. He managed to convince the bushwhacker that he was a sick Confederate
soldier headed e on furlough. Later that evening, as Bolin stooped next to the fireplace to
light his pipe, Thomas smashed his skull with a blunt instrument. (Depending on the source, he
used either a poker or a plow coulth,elrere) Feder
Madison Day identified his remains, and then to Ozark. At some point along the way the soldiers
cut off the guerrilla | eaderoés head, which th

publically in Ozark as a gruesome warning to other busligrs’

®1 Ingenthron Borderland Rebellion28586.

®2Faun 1. Hill, #WWRVHQA no.3)(8pprg h962): \illis Kissee ted aviolent
and dissipated life after the war. On January 21, 1884 herdigdrinison, Colorado in a gunfight with a gambler
named John Kellogg, which stemmed from a dispute over a game of cards. During his time in Colorado Kissee had
often faced charges assault and for carrying weaponsSgeegfield Expres25 January 1884or the family
relationshipbetween AlexandeE. Kissee and Willis Kissee, sé@ney County Newg June 1887.

®bid., 2878 9. Vi ola Hartman, MRNHQ7Lanpobon3S{(&pyinBara980])
D a yUnited States Provost MarshBhpers MSA, Reel #: F1226; Nichols, Vol. 2, 17.
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If any man could have called himself the Union counterpart to Alfred Bolin, that dubious
di stinction probably belongs to John R. Kelso
reputation in the Missouri Ozarks, Kelso stands out for his extraordimatiect coupled with
political fanaticism and a merciless attitude toward rebel soldiers and southern sympathizers.
Before the war Kelso made a living as a sckieather in Ozark, Missouri. There he acquired a
reputation as a formidable, albeit selfday scholar. He excelled in science and mathematics,
and had reportedly attained fluency in five different languages with a particular aptitude for Latin
and Greek. His contemporaries also remembered him as a cold and aloof nféormed no
friendshipsand had no companion&

For the first few months of his military career Kelso served in the Dallas County Home
Guards. Subsequently, he became a Lieutenant in thelis4ouri Cavalry Militia under the
command of another famous guerrilla fighter, Caphdiiton Burch. Finally, he joined the'8
Missouri State Militia where he achieved the rank of Caftaduring his time serving with
Captain Burch, Kelso participated in several sraadlle military operations typical of the war in
Southwest Missouri. Or&uch episode occurred on August 1, 18@2en Confederate Colonel
Robert R. Lawther, with about 55 of his Missouri Partisan Rangers, attempted a surprise attack
on Captain Burch encamped near Ozark with about 80 men from'theid<ouri Cavalry,
including Lt. Kelso. After receiving news of the approaching rebels, Burch and company
repul sed their attackers and pursued them sou
men on August 3 near the Snapp family farm just solitheoWhite River. They attacked and

scattered them, inflicting light casualties and capturing several horses and mules along with some

“Collier, fA0Ozark and Vicinity,o WRVHQ 2, no. 10 ( Wi
®Hol combe, 476. For a summary of Burchés military e
Anti-Gu er r i | | Missduii Hjstotca Reviewb9, no. 2 (January 1965): 222. HereafterMissouri

Historical Reviewshall be abbreviated &HR.
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supplies>® In another significant military operation in Marion County, Arkangasso played

an important role in capting and destroying the Confederate saltpeter works at Bean Cave near
Dubuqgue. These works had cost the Confederate $30,000 to build, and could accommodate up to
100 workers at a time. Their destruction deprived rebel forces in the area of an important sou

of gunpowder®’

Small actions such as the skirmishes at Oz
Kel sods fAapprenticeshipo in thé&MesawiStatef Ozar k
Militia he would earn a ostéearlessgueritbhghtsensae Kél
fanaticism proved an asset in this respectbeéleeved ferventlyinth&ni on cause, and

Confederates to be trait or sThisgoaviction allowedhimt r eas o
to fight the rebeguerrillas with a ferocity that shocked even his comrades. Like Bolin, he

perfected the art of ambush from cover, often lying for hours in the Bwisha Latin grammar

in one hand and a cocked pistol intheatheras he wai t ed faordingtovi ct i m
one report, one night he stumbled upon the camp of three sleeping guerrillas. Creeping into their
camp, he noticed that they slept under a large quilt with an attractive design. Not wanting to soil

the quilt with their blood, he deftly removédrom their sleeping forms and then quietly

dispatched them with his knifé.

Fortunately for Kel sso, his military career
decided to run for Congress in Missoutinds Fou
the race was the incumbent congressman and f e

®El mo Ingenthron, fAThe Civil War 1WRBVHQL ®ki(Falmi shes a
1962):1601 3; Canan, VAR 59tno. & (JaBuary £865): @2ZB.

5”0O.R, Series 1, Vol. 12, Part 1, #;0.R, Series 1, Vol . 22, Part 1, 159;
Cave: Mar i on CWRMWHOQZ no. 1A (Siriagrig86d)s3, O

®Holcombe, 4767 7; Col | i er , fWR/HQ®X% noald @Vintéri1@66)m2R2t Fpr, thie quote
on Kelsobs attitude toward rebels, see Holcombe, page

bushwhacking, see Collier, page 21.
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A colorful orator and prominent lawyer from Springfield, Missouri, Boyd would later gain
recognition as one of the lead attorneys representing the Bald Knabbeged with the murder
of Charles Green and William Edens in 1887. Kelso defeated Boyd and a few other minor
candidates with a healthy plurality of the votes cast in the 1864 general election. As a
congressman (18667) he became identified with the raali&epublican faction in the House of
Representatives, and advocated a strict federal Reconstruction policy toward th€ South.

Alfred Cook, another famous guerrilla leader who operated in Southwest Missouri, lived
in Taney County before the war where herfad and raised six children with his wife Rebecca.
At the beginning of the war Cook tried to remain neutral, but the fact that he and his wife came
from Kentucky, and that he owned a few sl aves
unionists. Faced \th the threat of violence and robbery, Cook and his family fled across the
border into Marion County, Arkansas. However, they found the situation there no better than the
one they had left. Finally, Cook and about a dozenrikaded merformed their own
independent company to protect themselves and seek vengeance against their €nemies.

In the waning months of the war, the Cook band launched a series of fierce retaliatory
raids againstynionists in Missouri and Arkansas, which prompted federal authorities to take
action against them. In January, 1865, Captain William L. Fenex of thimfeghtry sent Lt.
Willis Kissee with a detachment of Z&utingen t o
in Boone County, Arkansakt. Kissee received a tip that Cook and his men often hid in a
near by cave. Not knowing the caveds | ocation,

boy, ¢ and then forced hime bpcanspaciofi @&d smé a

pl ace. After Lt. Kissee and his men found the
Col li er, Oz aMRKVHQE mal 10\(Wirter 1966): 322; dlolcombe, 47-78; Nichols, Vol.
2, 16970.

0 IngenthronBorderland Rebellion29294.
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men to surrender. Nine of the fourteen men inside accepted his request. When the remainder,
including Cook, Ed Brown, and HimaRussell, refused to leave the cave Kissee had a large fire
built on the ledge overlooking its mouth. He then ordered the burning timber thrown down in
front of the cave to smoke out the remaining men. As the three choking guerrillas stumbled out
ofthe@ave Kisseebs men gave them Atheir Southern
federal soldiers placed their bodies in an ox wagon and took them a short distance away before
burying them side by side in a common gr&ve.

As the preceding narrative hsisown, guerrilla warfare in Southwest Missouri exposed
the people of that region to a uniquely brutal and personal kind of fighting, which impacted the
daily lives of ordinary people in the area in a variety of ways. First, the war subjected them to
immerse suffering and deprivation. Not surprisingly, the war forced large numbers of farmers to
leave Southwest Missouri, which temporarily interrupted agricultural production in the region.
For example, in 1860 farmers in Christian and Taney counties re[2®;@&eD and 12,600 acres
of i mproved farm | and respectively. Just two
Commissioner of Statistics showed only 18,900 and 3,800 acres of improved land in those
counties, although these figures would improakadly by 18702 Those who remained at

home during the war faced the prospect of repeated robbery, which left many on the brink of

M O.R.Series 1, Vol. 48, Part 1, 37, 578. See also, Silas C. Turnbo, "The Alph Cook Cales Tiarnbo
Manuscripts Vol. 1, SpringfieldGreene County Librarhttp://thelibrary.org/lochist/turnbo/V1/ST002.html
[accessed September 11, 2009]. The Turnbo account of t
also died at the cave.

2U.S. Casus Office Agriculture of the United States in 18@B8, 92;Missouri General Assemhly
Second Annual Report of the Commissioner of Statéstider the Yearl867 45
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starvation”> Some even resorted to eating wild onions, wild salad, or flat cakes made from
ground tree bark in lieu of bredd
The war also drove thousands of people away from their homes. Vera Cruz, the seat of
Douglas County, burned down during the war, as did Rock Bridge, the seat of Ozark County.
When Colonel William Monks returned home to West Plains, the seat of Howalty; he
found that rebel troops had burned down every
was used for a court houWsientroopslburtea downsFersythoon Apr
the seat of Taney County, prior to evacuatirig Greene Countyhecause of the large federal
garrison stationed in Springfield, remained relatively stable during the second half of the war.
Consequently, it became choked with refugees, many of them female relatives of soldiers on
either side who had no one to protdwtm at home. At the close of the war an unofficial census
listed 476 fArefugees, o6 living in the ®©County,
In addition to the deprivation and displacement the residents of Southwest Missouri
experienced during the war, in the post war years they also saw a dramatic increase in crime and
lawlessness. One historian has described the years immediately folloe/i@g/thwWar in
Mi ssouri as a fAreign of terroro in which crim
criminals, who had military experience as soldiers or guerrillas, used the skills they learned in
wartime to make a new livelihood for themselves asamgl In response this crime problem,
Mi s s o u raliding citizeasibegan turning to vigilante justice. Out of 229 documented

l ynchings in Missouri 0s hi syearpesod froinl&66 tbrédught h e m

BTurnbo, fADepriving Chi |l drTemboMéanuscripteVoll4aSpringfid r sel of
Greene County Libranhttp://thelibrary.org/lochist/turnbo/v4/st105.htfatcessed September 26, 2009].

“Turnbo, fHardships and St ar % adnboManuscriptstoh23, Tur bul ent
SpringfieldGreene County Librarhttp://thelibrary.org/lochist/turnbo/V23/ST684.htfatcessed September 27,
2009].

> Ingenthron Borderland Rebellion303; Monks, 14342; Elmo IngenthroriThe Land of Taney: A History
of an Ozark Commonweal{Branson, MO: The Ozarks Mountaineer, 1983),-323
® Holcombe, 459, 480.
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1885!” Missourians also formed mg local vigilance committees, calling their organizations
fiHonest Mends-Hoeasgudh, @ffiAstioci ARoieramge, © or AR
David McKee, a former Union officer, founded the AHbrse Thief Association in Clarke

County in Northeast Msouri, a group dedicated to stamping out the gangs of horse thieves that
plagued that part of the stdt&The first such organization in Southwest Missouri, the Greene

County Regulators, formed in 1866 in response to a rash of robberies, horse thefirderd

Although the Regulators lasted only a few months, they hung three suspected criminals and shot

a third®® From 1866 through 1867 a similar organization operated in Vernon County, calling
itself the AMar mit on L eag uganizationNothér thamthatit i s kno
broke up a Aband of supposed horse thieves an
the outlaws in the process, and expelled seve
t he cr 'imi8A%alg®mup@St one County calling itself the
enforce its own idea of law and order there. In the process it created so many problems for the
legitimate local government that Missouri Governor Charles H. Hardirhsefdjutant

Genera) the famous artisBeorge Caleb Bingharto the county to mediate an end to the sffife.

Vigilance committees like these gave residents of Southwest Missouri a foretaste of the

tumutwus years toscome in the 188060

""Harriet C. Frazierlynchings in Missouri, 1803981 (JeffersonNC: McFarland & Company2009)
191-97.

8 Meyer, 50608.

" patrick Bates Nolarff Vi gi | ant es on t he Mi/Apgbinted LBwEnfdreementirA St udy
the States of the Upp e r(PhiDiDissertagion:iUpiyeisity bf Mimmasoth,8970),-1840 188 0 0
50. Some historians, notably Richard Max we-Hdrse Birefo wn , ar
Association(AHTA) do not count as vigilance committees because they only appreh@idedils and turned
them over to the legal authorities, rather than punishing the criminals themselves. Nolan disagrees. (p. 235) Here |
use the AHTA as an example of citizens organizing to combat crime. The question of definitiorsseiimal.

8 Holcombe, 4975501; Fairbanks and Tuck, 22%.

8 Return I. HolcombeHistory of Vernon County, Missouri: Written and Compiled from the Most Authentic
Official and Private Sources, Including a History of its Townships, Towns and Vi{@gdsuis, MO: Brown&
Company, 1887), 3490.

) ynn Morrow, fiGeoRgdeCaheb BhegbDamdks: Confronting
WRVHQ36, no. 1 (Summer 1996):91
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CHAPTER2: TANEY COUNTY FROMTHE CIVIL WAR TO THE BALD KNOBBERS
Unlike many other vigilante organizations, the Bald Knobbers of Southwest Missouri
have a definite time and place of origin. Alt
dispute, such as the total number of memsbthe number of their victims, and the date on which
they disbanded, all the relevant sources agree that the Bald Knobbers first organized in the town
of Forsyth in Taney County, Missouri sometime in late 1884 or early 1BBB.date of their
foundingplaced the Ozark vigilantes squarely in the context of a broad late nineteenth century
trend in which Americans became increasingly likely to resort to collective violence and
vigilantism to solve whatever problems they perceived in their communitiesrdhegdo one
influential studyon American vigilantism, the years 1850 to 188thessed the creation ofty -
nineof theeighty-onelargest vigilante organizatiomsior to the twentieth centuyjin some
cases, this shift resulted from large numbenseaiple moving into frontier areas where the
regular mechanisms of law enforcement had not yet taken hold. Such was the case in many
California mining camps after the 1849 gold rush, where residents set ugegstir&ribunals to
administer summaryjusic t o peopl e who did not res’®pect the
In other cases, vigilante groups formed in response to the tremendous social turmoil that
accompanied the Civil War. The war upset existing social, economic, political, and racial
arrargements, thereby forcing people in many parts of the country to create new ones. In many

instances, they invented exieyal organizations to apply violent solutions to problems they

! Mary Hartman and Elmo Ingenthrofihe Bald Knobbers: Vigilantes of the Ozarks Fronfgretna, LA:
Pelican Publishing Company, 1989), 27. Vance Randdlp&,Bald Knobbers: The Story of the Lawless Night
Ri ders Who Rul ed So u(Gitae K8: HdMdemadaliusPublications, t1944);88 0 6 s

2 Richard MaxwellBrown, Strain ofViolence: Historical Studies of American Violence and Vigilantism
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1973)02, 108.

% John W. Caugheyiheir Majesties the Mob: the Vigilante Impulse in Ame(€hicago, IL: Universityof
Chicago Press, 1960), 2B6; W. Elgene HollonFrontier Violence: Another LoofNew York: Oxford University
Press, 1974), 567, 6367; Hubert Howe BancrofRopular TribunalsVol. 1 (San Francisco: The History
Company, Publishers, 1887), 182.
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perceived in their society. In the South, where the demise of slaveoyed the central

institution that had given structure to society, many southerners joined groups such as the Ku

Klux Klan to reassert white power and overthrow the reconstruction governments installed by

the North in the former Confederate stdt&ncet he K|l ands pr i maitye goal s
restoration of sout her niiipgrobably functiohed moreaanad whi t e
terrorist organization than a vigilance committe.the same time, its members often defended

their actions using thlanguage of vigilantism. They declared their objectives to be the

suppression of crime, the protection of life and property, and the defense of the U.S. Constitution
and allconstitutionallaws, meaning those laws with which they agreed.

In the Westyigilantes frequently participated in what one historian has called the
AWestern Civil War of Incorporation, 0 a serie
supporters of industrialization, big business, and land consolidation against smalldansihol
cowboys, wage workers, and Native Americaria.some episodes of this conflict, large cattle
barons tried to drive out small ranchers, farmers, and homesteaders, either because they were
suspected of cattle rustling or simply because the largbeemwanted their land. This
happened during Wyoming6s i n%tahneo uisF eJnochen sCount tGor

in Texas from 1883 to 1884and again in a similar conflict in Custer County, Nebraska from

* Edward L. AyresVengeance and JusticErime and Punishment in the1@entury American South
(New York: OxfordUniversity Press, 1984), 155%; David M. Chalmerd;looded Americanism: The History of the
Ku Klux Klan(Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 19872 B

® Eric FonerA Short Historyof Reconstruction, 18683887 (New York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1990),
184-91.

® Ayers, 16364; Heather Cox Richardsokest from Appomattox: The Reconstruction of America after the
Civil War (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 200790

" Richad Maxwell Brown,No Duty to Retreat: Violence and Values in American History and Sdhiety
York: Oxford University Press, 1991), 44,-91.

® Helena Huntington Smitihe War on the Powder River: The History of an Insurrectigmcoln, NB:
Universityof Nebraska Press, 1967).

®Wayne GardFrontier JusticelNorman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1949),-108.
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1877 to 1878° Other episodes centered on is®ue of land consolidation by large corporations.
Il n the 18706s, the Southern Pacific railroad
thousand acres of land claimed by the railroad under a government land grant in the Mussel
Slough distret of Central California. The settlers responded by adopting vigilante tactics to drive
out railroad agents and anyone who supported
bloody gunfight between the prailroad and antiailroad factionsr 1880+

As the preceding examples attest, the sundry vigilante groups that flourished in the late
nineteenth century took on many different forms depending on the specific local circumstances
responsible for their creation. For historians, thereforeiigerg a unifying interpretation of
American vigilantism has been an intrinsically challenging task. The historian who has had the
most success at doing so is probably Richard Maxwell Brown. In his seminal work on the
subject, Brown argued that Americaigilantism was fundamentally a socially conservative
phenomenon. The fAprototypical 06 vigilance comm
preserving respect for law, property rights, and social order. It also defended thHetiecte
social hierarchyhat he identified athe basic structure of American society in énghteentrand
nineteentttenturiesThis hierarchy consisted of an upper and middle level, from which vigilante
groups usually drewheir leaderkip and rank and fileespectively, and lower level composed
of marginal or alienated people who typically became the subjects of vigilante &ction.

The classic example that Brown used to illustrate his thesis was the South Carolina
Regulator movement of 17630, one of the first vigilance aumittees in American History. The

Regulators grew out of the widespread social turmoil and dislocation in the South Carolina

10 Brown, Strain of Violence270-72.
" Brown, No Duty to Retrea93-110.
2 Brown, Strain of Violence9s-118.
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backcountry that foll owed fheirn@mbescahe e War i n
primarily from the respectable, propedwningsegment of backcountry society, including

modest farmers, planters, and large or small staweers, while their targets came from the

margins of society, including the propetess, outlaws, and vagrartfdn these respects, Brown

argued, the Regulatoset the basic pattern for most subsequent vigilante groups to fSllow.

Throughout American history, hundreds of similar organizations have arisen, many of
which fit Brownds model of a prototypical wvig
include the two San Francisco Committees of Vigilance formed in 1851 and 1856, and the
vigilantes of southwestern Montanads Ruby Riwv
vigilance committees emerged in the wake of the California gold rush of 1849, wbughb
hordesof newsettlersto the city as well as a burgeoning criminal populatidre first
committee focused almost exclusively on purging the city of its criminal element, particularly the
socal l ed ASydney ducks, 0 aomlthaAugteliarcpenaltcolomyy ent o f
The second committee also combated crime, but had an undeniable political component as well,
attacking the corrupt political machine of Democratss David C. Broderick, whom the
vigilantesblamed for the murder ddcaljournalist James King of WillianBoth committees
drew membersfrom he A bet t er 71 bankers, snérchants, lasvyeship eaptains,
etciand each of them temporarily quashé&d the ci

As in Californiainl 849, the discovery of gold in Mont

sparked a massive wave of prospectors into Southwest Montana numbering in the thousands.

13 Richard Maxwell BrownTheSouth Carolina Regulato€ambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
1963), 111.

“*bid., 4552, 11326.

5 Brown, Strain of Violence98-102; See also, BrowiSouth Carolina Regulatord3542.

'® George R. Stewar€ommittee of Vigilance: Revolution $an Francisco, 185@Boston, MA: Houghton
Mifflin, 1964); Alan C. ValentineYigilante Justic§New York: Reynabhnd Company, 1956); Barton Clark Olsen,
fiLawlessness and Vigilantes in America An Hi st or i cal Analysis Emphasizing C
Dissertation: University of Utah, 1968).
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With little formal law enforcement in place, large gangs of outlaws preyed on the weak and
vulnerable, untlocal residents formed vigilance committees in the bustling Montana mining
towns of Virginia City and Nevada City in late 1868ithin a short period these groups unified
into a single organizatigand spread throughout the Ruby River regidrey sucessfully
purged the area of most outlaw actiyiybeitat the cost of dozens of extiegalhangings
These vigilantes drew membédrem all sectors of society, including ranchers, miners, lawyers,
and businessmethough their leadership tendedtocdme om t he fAestabl i shmen
camps, a ficore group of power ful men [ who bel
run tfhings. o

For the most part, the Taney County Bald Knobbers fit this basic model of vigilantism.
As we shall see in thichapter, most of their leadership and ran&file came from upper or
middle class backgrounds, including many lawyers, merchants, businessmen, and several
political officeholders. Many of their victims, like the outlaws Frank and Tubal Taylor or local
ruffians like Andrew Coggburn, were the very sort of socially marginalized people that Brown
expected vigilantes to target. Although the Bald Knobbers would not have articulated their goals
in terms of preserving a social hierarchy or class structurectaasty did have their own
economic interests in mind. Their goals included establishing an honest and thrifty local
government and making the county safe for immigration, new businesses, and investment.

This agenda did not originaéx nihila Rather iresulted from of a specific set of social,
economic, and political circumstances arising in Taney County during the generation following
the Civil War. During this period the county underwent a series of four dramatic changes. First,

the demographic landape began to change as a continuous stream of settlers from Midwestern

YlLewL. CallawayMont anad6s Ri ght eous Ha n dNoenan, OKT Uniwersifyioi | ant e
Oklahoma Press, 1982); Frederick AllénDecent, Orderly Lynching: The Montana Vigilante®rman:
Universityof Oklahoma Press, 2004), 183.
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states and other parts of Missouri began to challenge Southerners as the dominant demographic
group in the county by the end of the century. Second, thenaogteriod also saw therst
signs of industrialization, capital formation, and maik@$ed agriculture penetrating Taney
County and the White River region generally. Third, the-p@stperiod witnessed an intense
political competition between the local Republican and Demogyatites for control of the
countydés government, a struggle which often c
county debt. Finally, a strong surge in criminal activity over the two decades following the Civil
War angered many residents in theaaand caused them to consider alternatives to traditional
law enforcement practices.

As mentioned in the first chapter, prior to the Civil War the vast majority of the early
settlers of the Ozarks came from upper South states like Tennessee, Virgitianaraky.In
the years following the Civil War, however, the Ozarks entered a second settlement phase in
which states such as Ohio, lllinois, Indiana, lowa, and Kansas became the primary source of new
immigrants to the Ozarké The census figures for Tan€ounty illustrate this trend. In 1870
native born Tennesseans, Virginians, and Kent
residents. This represented more thanfiftte of the total population and nearly half of all those
not born in MissouriBy 1900 the population of Taney County had more than doubled to roughly
10,000 inhabitants, while the contingent of people from Tennessee, Virginia, and Kentucky
actually declined to 9Q/&ndthe number of residents from Ohio, lllinois, Indiana, lowa, and

Kansas all substantially increas€qTable 2.1)

'8 Milton D. Rafferty, The Ozarks: Land and Lif§ayetteville, Arkansas: University of Arkansas Press,
2001), 62.
YUs.CensusOffcChe Statistics of the Population of the Ut
returns of the ninth census, (June 1, 1870,) under the direction of the Secretary of the (Wesbington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1872), 3&B. Since the census compendiums for the 1900 U.S. Census do not have
nativity statistics, | compiledthiiei gur es for 1900 using Jani TaeeyCoontyt ee Loon
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Table 2.1: 1870-1900 NATIVITY STATISTICS FOR TANEY COUNTY

. . VA, » IN,
Bornin | Born in KY, IA & Total
Year| MO MO |VA|TN|KY |&N|IL |OH|(IN | IA|KS| Es | Pop.
1870 2204 2181 |145(575)|216|936 121|169 | 69 | 29 | 683 | 4383
1880) 3379 2220 100 | 434 | 239 | 773 88 [ 197 68 | 66 | 676 | 3599
1900 6557 3570 136 | 332 [ 413|201 [ 383 | 167 | 205 | 184 | 204 [ 1143 ) 10127

Source: 1870, 1880, and 1900 U.S. Censuses.
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Some of the new arrivals, like their predecessors, were farmers and stock raisers, but they
also included people of diverse backgrounds and occupations: clerks, businessmen,
entrepreneurs, Civil War vetemmmerchants, and land speculators. These people became the
ncarriers of the New South cultureo of econom
based on free markets and free lafiarhey were predominantly middle class and upper class
people viho wanted not merely to scratch out a living as their predecessors had done, but to
reform and modernize the Ozarks, bringing to the region roads, bridges, railroads, banks, greater
social stability, and opportunities for profitable business.

Many of thenew residents of Taney County fit this basic pattern of settlement. For
example, in 1866 Barnett Parrish, a native lllinoisan and a widower, moved to Taney County
bringing with him eight of his children including his thirteggaro | d s on J o saelpoh) Cal v
Parrish. An energetic and enterprising man, Barnett Parrish quickly established a farm, and later
became involved in the hotel businéss.

Cal Parrish soon surpassed his father in energy and industry. He first rented and then

purchased his own landp@ by age thirtyfive he owned a fine 68cre farm. He also operated a

census manuscripts for that year. See, Janice Soutee Ldamey, County, Missouri: 1900 Federal Census
(Walnut Grove, MO: The Author, 1986).

» Rafferty, 62.

“Barnett Parrish, 1870 U. S. Census, Taney County, S
Par r WRVHQ1oNno. 6 (Winter 1962): 15.
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merchandising company in Forsyth with one of his brothers and becaoveneo of a drug store
there. In 1891 he helped establish the Taney County Bank and became one of its largest
shaeholders. A shrewd businessman, Parrish knew how to make contacts with the right people
and use them to his advantalye1875 he married Mary Jennings, the granddaughter of a state
legislator, with whom he had eight children. Parrish also joined the ReqouParty, the Free
Masons (he held several offices in the local Masonic lodge in Forsyth), and eventually the Bald
Knobbers?

Like the Parrishes, Sylvanus and Semira Groom, born in New York and Indiana
respectively, moved to Missouri from Indiana irb®8 They eventually settled in Holt County
where Semira gave birth to their son, Charles H. Groom, in 1861. During the war Sylvanus
Groom fought for the Union in the $2ind 28" Missouri Infantry regiments. After the war he
farmed and practiced medicinear the town of Fillmore in Andrew County. At the age of ten
Charles Groom moved to Forsyth in Taney County where he began an apprenticeship as a
printer. In 1882 Groom married Tremandria L. Jennings, the daughter of Taney County politician
Lysander H. Jenings. Like many of hifriends andassociates, Groom belonged to the Bald
Knobbers and the Republican Party i nthreehe 1880
year old Groom as county treasurer, thereby making him the youngest man everctuho}d
office up to that point. The following year, the Taney County courthouse burned down, but
Groom managed to rescue enough of the countybo
set of tax books. In 1886 he began studying law. Five years &afmdsed the bar exam and

opened a practice in Forsyth.

Zparrish, fAJoseph Calvin Parrish,o 15.

% Goodspeed Brothers, Reminiscent History of the Ozarks Region: Comprising a Condé&eseeral
Hi story ¢é of Rhicago, Goedspeed BriotherszPeblishers, 18940503 he 1880 census does
notshowCharlesH. Groom living in Taney County, even though his Goagspbiographgayshe should have
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As mentioned in the previous chapter, Alexander C. Kissee, a native of Illinois and
resident of Christian County (where his paren
during the Civi War in the 72 Enrolled Missouri Militia. Four years after the war ended,

Kissee moved to the present site of Kissee Mills in Taney County. Upon his arrival he purchased
fa | arge tract of |l and, all well iseepecamneed, 0 w

postmaster of the Kissee Mills post office, a position which he kept for several years. Within a

few years he ownedoraoswned several | ocal businesses, inc
[ and] a saw mill . 6 He whidhswill saywnore ldter i this chapteo n g i n
I n addition to joining the Bald Knobbers in t

the Republican Party.

In 1855, Alexander Kissee married Catherine McHaffie, the sister of James K. Polk
McHaffiebwho | ater became one of Kisseeds business
children from the time of her marriage to Kissee to her death in 1876. Kissee remarried that same
year, this time to Cordelia Davis of Greene County, who bore 11 children dhatimgarriagé>
After Cordeliabs death, Alexander Kissee rema
teenage girl named Rose, whom he divorced the samé&®yaar900 he married Emma Thomas
who died the following year, and in 1902 he got remarrigsi@h J. Bryant. These last two
women bore him five more children, giving this remarkable Ozarks progenitor a total of at least

26 offspring?®’

been there at that time. In 1900 he appears in the Taney County census, living in Forsyth with his wife Tremandria
and two of his children. See, Charles Groom, 1900 U.S. Census, Taney County, Forsyth, District 132, p. 1.
24 Goodspeed BrotherReminiscent History349-53.
*® |bid., 196, 35653.
% A.C. Kissee vs. Rosa M. Kiss&899 Missouri State ArchivesTaney County Circuit Court FileReel
No. C 37196, Box 14, Folder6B.er eaf t er |, i Mi s s dlbe albre\Bated ddSA.Ar chi ves o sha
%" AlexanderKissee 1900 U.S. Census, Missouri, Taney County, Swan Township, District 132,1p. 35.
this case, the surname is rendered as #fAKinner, o which
Missouri, Taney Cougt Swan Township, District 208, p.7. The 1910 Census lists Sarah Kissee as a widow, living
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Ki s s e e 6-im-law, dJamésiKePolk McHaffjavas born in Greene County in 1846.
His parents, David and Catherine McHaffie, moved from Knox County in Eastern Tennessee to
Greene County, Missouri in 1835. They settled first in Springfield, and then moved to a new
homestead south of there within thegent limits of Christian County. James McHaffie moved
to Taney County in 1873 and settled at Kissee Mills, where he partnered with Alexander Kissee
in a merchandising operation. He later sold his interest in the business to his partner, and started
afam on Beaver Creek where he eventually owned
father, David McHaffie, had belonged to the Democratic Party before the Civil War, but later
joined the Republicans. James McHaffie also joined the Republican Partylanded to the
Free Mason&®

In 1880, Alonzo S. Prather moved with his wife Mirah and their six children, from
Oklahoma to Taney County, apparently with a brief sojourn in Springfield along th& way.
native of Indiana, Prather served during the Gdr in the Sixth Indiana Volunteers, along
with his father Hiram and several of his brothers. After the war, Alonzo Prather made a living as
a Republican official in Arkansas, winning appointments as the Madison County prosecuting
attorney, the superinteacht of publ i ¢ e d"Wodiial Distiict, ihithhk  Ar kans a-
encompassed most of Northwest Arkansas, and receiver at the U.S. Land Office in Harrison,
Arkansas. While serving as Madison County prosecutor, Prather (according to a family story
recountd by his grandson) risked his life by raising the American flag on the flagpole outside

the county courthouse in Huntsville, Arkansas on the Fourth of July. No one had done this since

with four children, and one stegon, Alfred C. Kissee, who was born to Alexander and Cordelia Kissee tamaty
years earlier. This establishes that Sarah KisssewA|l ex ander Ki sseeds wi dow.

% Goodspeed BrotherReminiscent Historyl 9596.

®Dougl as Mahnkey, Alonzo Pratherds grandson, says t
Oklahoma to Taney County in 1880. However, in 1880 the U.S. Census lists the Prather family as living in
Springfield, Missouri, although it seems they did not stay there very long. See, Alonzo S. Prather, 1880 U.S. Census,
Greene County, Springfield, Digct 44, p. 34.
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before the war. To make his point, he stood guard on the courthouseustesal with a shotgun
and a revolver in order to prevent anyone from taking it dwn.
Sometime in the | ate 18700s, the Prather f
town called Mulverd. In 1880, they relocated to Taney County, where Pratbgceddaw for
many years. He also published a small weekly newspaper, the Taney Boumdyand Farm
from 1881 to 1886, and served five romnsecutive terms as a state representative in the
Missouri General Assembly between 1888 and 1910. Like mang aSBociates, Prather
became an active member of the Grand Army of
organization, and a Bald Knobbér.

Like Alonzo Prather, Nathaniel N. Kinney came to Taney

County by way of Kansas, although the man who would become tWe
chieftain of the Bald Knobbers in Taney County had lived an
adventurous and weltavelled life by the time he brought his family
there in 1883(Figure 2.1)Born around the year 1845 in modeatay

West Virginia, Kinney fought for the Union during the Civil War in

the 6" West Virginia Infantry*? Although he later claimed to have

Figure 2.1: NATHANIEL
held the rank of Captain, he really spent the entaeag a prlvatégf K.%NEy_ Used with the
permission of the Western
Historical Manuscript
Collection, Rolla, MD.

After the war Kinney lived in Indiana, Colorado, and eventually

¥Dou gl as Mahnkey, AThe MaNRWHQE 0.2 {@VihterP1O7@1)ber Famil i es
1 |bid., 56 . For the information concerning Pratherés pol
Home and Farmsee Elmo IngenthrofhelLand of Taney: A History of an Ozark Commonwegitanson, MO:
The Ozarks Mountaineer, 1983), 334, 463. Fofangynf or mat i
County News2 June 1887. See aldgney County New&2 September 1887, quotedingenthron, 409.1.
¥ The Sixth West Virginia Infantry spent most of the war installations along the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad. As a result, it served in no major battles, but did engage in constant skirmishing with small parties of
Confederate raids. See, Theodore F. Larigyyal West Virginia from 1861 to 18§Baltimore, MD: Deutsch
Publishing Company, 1895), 2&®.
¥ Nathaniel Kinney served in Companies M and L of th&\&st Virginia Infantry. He held the rank of
private when enlisted, andlstield that rank at the end of his service. See, National Park SdiCied,\War
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Kansas. Along the way he married Margaret Delong, widow of a U.S. Army officer who had
perished during the war. The year 1875 saw Kinney living in Topeka, Kansas whetg the ci
directory listed him working as a hackman (i.e., carriage driver). Two years later he had found
empl oyment as a fAisuperintendento with the ATo
Topeka, and Santa Fe Railrodd).
During his time in Topeka, Kinnayaintaineda busy social calendar. In 1877 he became
a |l odge officer in the Ancient Order of Unite
composed of men of al/l u s*erhedfollowipg yeaf Kinmey joined s a n d
the Topeka Ries, a local militia company which the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad
created to counter widespread labor unrest in the wake of the massive railroad strikes that had
paralyzed much of the nationds r aisiker oad net wo
(variously estimated at between six feet, two inches and six feet, seven inches) and charismatic
personality, Kinneyds militi#® comrades made h
In 1880, Kinney and his family, including his wife Margaret, his son Paul amghtir
Georgia, and his stegaughters Mary and Eva Delong, left Kansas and moved to Springfield,

Missouri. Most likely, his stepson James A. Delong accompanied them, or else followed along

Soldiers and Sailoghttp://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfiidccessed, 18 October 2009]; Kristen Kaserd
Lynn Morrow, fNat Ki nn&WR8H33sne.1 Fallyloo)cchool Crowd, 0
3 samuel Radge®adges Bienniel Directory to the Inhabitants, Institutions, Manufacturing
Establishments, Business Firms, etc. of the City of Topeka, for7/ldM®peka Kansas: Commonwealth Job
Printing Establishment, 1875), 88; Samuel RadBesiges Bienniel Directory to the Inhabitants, Institutions,
Manufacturing Establishments, Business Firms, etc. of the City of Topeka, fer 8@ eka, Kansas:
Commonwealth JoBrinting Establishment, 1877), 103.
*pid., 24243.
®¥Kalen and Morrow, AKinn8ydRadwWmdaph,SEhodli cBracwd P
Kinney, Bal d (RpedBWadanescript,thl.), & fromdhe Lynn Morrow CollectiBrr. at her 6 s essay
Nat Kinney was later published in thaney CountyRepublicaras a series of articles from June 6 to Jun 27, 1957.
Concerni ng Rrathemwhy @2 yosing bog knew Kinney personsdlys he was six feet six inches tall.
Kalen and Morrow put thikely range at between six feet two inches and six feet five inches, with emphasis on the
lower figure. Vance Randolph says he meadisix feet and seven inch&stimates of his weight also vary widely.
However, all the sources agree that by the stalsdaf the day Kinney was a massive specimen, powerfully built,
with a personality to match his physique.
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later®” In Springfield Kinney took a job as a salekeeper at aatoriously violent local saloon
situated on the city squaieT he owner of the saloon, J.C.F. Ki
name but no records indicate a family relationship between them. In 1883, the family moved
again to Taney County, where Kinnpyrchased a farm a few miles north of Kirbyville where he
raised cattle, sheep, and pigs, which earned him a decent income of roughly $800 to $1,000 per
year. Unlike most of his associates in the Bald Knobbers, Kinney actively supported the
Democratic Pay, although he also belonged to many other organizations such as the Grand
Army of the Republic and the Grantye.

Why did ambitious and energetic men like Parrish, Groom, Kissee, McHaffie, Prather,
and Kinney choose to make Taney County their home inghesyollowing the war? They had a
variety of reasons for their decision. After
associations, railroads, and the press all encouraged prospective settlers to move to the state, and
many people responded. Missoub s St ate Board of | mmigration s
effort, sending agents to the eastern United States and abroad to encourage potential immigrants
to move to Missourf® The state agency also worked in conjunction with private immigration
organizd i ons, such as Southwest Missouri6s AEMi gr

region founded in 1870 to publicize the benefits of settlement in their section of the state. The

3"N.N. Kinney, 1880 U.S. Census, Kansas, Shawnee County, Auburn Township, District 12, p. 15.

Kinneybés stepson i s n ot bunhe definitety caend to Tamey Cdumtyslatec e nsus recor
3 A list of homicides printed in th8pringfield Expressn October 28, 1887, listed two murders that
occurred in Kinneyés saloon in 1883 and 1884.

¥Kalen and NMeywdbewSunHiag SdhedebcCipwidpa 8f Kinneyods
farming activities comes from his deposition in his lawsuit against the city of SpringfieldN&ew, Kinney vs.
City of Springfield Ci rcuit Court of Greene CO, docketney 5902. Gr
Bald Knobbers. o0 Her eafuilldeagbbreiatedeGCA. County Archi ves

“Owilliam E. ParrishA History of Missouri, Vol. 3: 1860 to 1876olumbia, MO: University of Missouri
Press, 2001), 19300.
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Atlantic and Pacific Railroad, which completed its line to Springfield8in0l contributed to the
effort by advertising in Europe for new settléfs.

Alloft hi s promotional work paid of faudedBy t he |

Sout hwest Missouri as the AGarden of the West
penti ful timber and miner al resources, streams
every description including ndeer, geese, tur
otter, be a{8imilarly, the Busquehanacd/all&migrating Association of

Oswego, New York, encouraged residents of the Empire State to move to Southwest Missouri.

The Association cited the Asalubrityo of its
asthmatic complaints never originate here, anéa of t en c ur é&dlthdughsiche c |l i n
promotional |l iterature exaggerated the region

Moreover, many of the new settlers had visited the White River country in person as
federal soldiers during the war and tgadned an appreciation for the commercial potential of
the area. They would probably have noticed th
timber, and plentiful fish, fowl and other game for hunting. They definitely took notice of the
large amount otheap or unclaimed land in Taney and other surrounding counties, a situation
which the ravages of war exacerbated by forcing many residents to flee the area. In the late
186006s the U.S. Land Office at SpriTangyfi el d ha
County to dispose of, or roughly three quarte
of public land existed in neighboring counties. Some of it the government would sell at the

standard rate of $1.25 per acre, while the rest it maaitable under the provisions of the

“I SpringfieldMissouri Weekly Patrio May 1870.

“2Wilson Nicely, The Great Southwest, or Plain Guide for Emigrants and Capitalists Embracing a
Description of the States of Missouri and Kansas €& wit
and Kansas and other Valuable Informati@t. Louis: R.P. Studley and Company, 1867}215

* parrish, 200.
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Homestead Act of 1862 for the nominal fee of $16 per 160 &tkdany of the ambitious young

men who began settling in Taney County at the close of the Civil War quickly took advantage of
the feder al (tatelargeaser dmandtliseser at l@aseteeisiown Bald

Knobbers in Taney County, most of them recent immigrants tarégetook out homestead

patents in the period from the end of the war through the early twentieth c&ntury.

In addition to theabundance of available land, the White River itself served as a major
attraction to new settlers. I n the 183006s ste
Northern Arkansas, though prior to bhahe 18500s
Elbow Shoal at the Arkansadissouri line. Before that time most goods shipped down river
from Southwest Missouri had to go by keelboat, flatboat, or on large wooden rafts which the
owners often disassembled and sold for timber upon reaching thématiest’ In 1851, the
Missouri legislature appropriated $8,000 to make improvements in the upperRNeitéiso as
to make it navigable for steamboats and other water@rafa n d a p p emembeerider a t hr e
commission to handle the matter. Severalgig citizens also chipped in for the improvement

project?’ Using these funds, the river commission hired Harrison Snapp to dig a channel at

“4 Nicely, 26. Not surprisingly, the narrow corridor of counties along the Arkansas border, which had
suffered the worst tribulations during the war, also had the largest number ohguuédi¢ land. In addition to
Taney County, these included the counties of McDonald (200,000 acres), Barry (300,000 acres), Stone (200,000
acres), and Ozark (300,000 acres).
“>The Bald Knobbers who had homesteads in Taney Cancityded the following peons (the dates and
patent numbers are in parenthesBgyjamin Price(1900, 33,995)James R. Vanzan(t898, 11,141)Thomas W.
Phillips (1886, 32,234)Barton Y. Everet{1890, 6,388)James Columbus Boot(#901, 11,301)Galba Branson
(1890, 9,197)ReubersS. Branson(1891, 7,242)Charles H. Groon1905, 34,928)John M. Haggar{888, 5,301)
William P. Hensley(1881, 4,162)Reuben Isaadd881, 4,166)Alexander C. Kissef 884, 31823 1888, 32,693;
1890, 32,86} Arter Kisseg1892, 8,658)James K. Polk McHaffi¢l871, 30,515; 1882, 31,375; 1888, 32,699;
1892 33,245),John T. Dickersoii1895, 10,267)D.F. McConkey1901, 34,47Q)James B. Ric€l873, 956; 1881,
31,357) Louis Nagleg(1892, 9,717)and Clayton Stokel{1886, 32,174)
““Mabe | West, fJacksonport, Theskkansas HistaricallQuasterfRihosde and De
(Winter, 1950): 2386; Elmo IngenthronThe Land of Taney: A History of an Ozarks CommonwéBldmson,
MO: The Czarks Mountaineer, 1883), &®; DonA.Su | enber ger , AFor s WRWHQE hoe amboat L
12 (Summer 1985): 126.
“"Return |. HolcombeHistory of Greene County, Missoyt. Louis: Western Historical Company,
1883), 22223.
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Elbow Shoal wide enough for a steamboat to pass through. The following y&ahihgony

became the first steam pered vessel to reach Forsyth. For the remainder of the decade
steamboats made intermittent trips up the White River into Missouri, but navigation of the upper
White River, with its many snags, shoals, fallen trees, and treacherous bends, remained a
dangerass proposition and several vessels wrecked making the afttmpt.

The Civil War interrupted commerce on the White River, but following the war the
steamboats resumed making their trips. The vessels carried freight up river to sell to Ozarks
merchants. On theeturn trip they carried the products of Southwest Missouri and Northwest
Arkansas, primarily lead ore, cotton, and other agricultural produce, down the White River to the
Mississippi. From there these products reached markets throughout the Unitedrataggs
Countyds |l ocation at the northernmost bend in
this trade.

It also helped spark another interesting developim@nt mi ni at ur e fAcotton
Taney County and neighboring counties. As mentidnehe previous chapter, farmers
produced hardly any cotton in the White River hills during the antebellum péiRadt of the
reason for this stemmed from the soil itself: most of the rough and rocky hill country was poorly
suited for cotton growingBut in the rich bottom lands adjacent to the White River and several
of the creeks that feed into it farmers could cultivate some cotton. They did not do so prior to the
Civil War mainly because of the lack of adequate transportation. Following the war the

improvements made to the White River and the extension of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad to

“8 Taney County Republica@6 April 1956, quoted in Elmo Ingenth, 58. As an example of the dangers
involved in commerce on the White River, in December, 1870 thebketl.F. Allensank with its cargo of 80
bales of cotton, and that same month the steanidadasvillesank with a cargo of 475 bales of cotton. Sékest,
iJacksonp o rAHQOY, rordk\aimes, 4950): @37.

*91n 1860, the Census Office reported that Christian, Douglas, and Taney counties ginned no cotton that
year. See, U.S. Census Offiégyriculture of the United States in 18@&®, 93.
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Springfield in 1870 helped resolve that difficulty. Thereafter, cotton production in the White
River region grew steadily until the turn of the century. In 18&hey County farmers devoted
1,400 acres to cotton cultivation on which they grew 760 bales of cotton. The neighboring
counties of Stone and Ozark produced similar quantfti€ke Taney County Timesstimated in
1887 that the county had produced roudipp0,000 of cotton that yearBy 1890, cotton
cultivation in Taney County had increased to nearly 3,000 acres and more than 989 bales.
In thelarger geographic context, of course, the et cotton boom in the White River
valley was a fairly minor dealopment. Neither Taney County nor any other part of Missouri
ever became a fAcotton kingdomd in the sense i
entire state of Missouri produced fewer bales of cotton in 1890, roughly 16,000, than several
countiesin Mississippi>® Those local farmers who did plant cotton generally sold a few bales a
year to supplement their income. It did not become their sole livelihood. Nevertheless, the
growth in cotton production symbolized several larger trends affecting/ Tamanty at this
time. These included the countyds increasing
continuing desire of many citizens for economic modernization. Not surprisingly, then, several
Bald Knobbers became involved in the cotton tradelliah Connor built a cotton gin on the

White River south of Forsyth in the middle 18

*0U.S. Census OfficaReport on the Productions of Agriculture as Returned at the Tenth Qgeptist;
New York: Norman Ross Publishing, Inc., 199432-33.

*1 Taney County Time&4 November 1887 his figure is probably an exaggeration, given that Taney
County would have had to produce far more cotton than reported in either the tenth or eleventh census to reach that
total. Nevertheless, tieaney County Timés r epor t under s diaanced cottohte thegloca wi ng si gr
economy.

°21.S. Census OfficéReport on the Statistics of Agriculture in the United States at the Eleventh Census,
1890(ng3shington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1895), 395.

Ibid.
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powered cotton gin at Kissee Mills on Beaver Creek in 1890, and James B. Rice established a
cotton gin on Cedar Creék.

Nor did the trend toward economic modernization stop at the cotton trade. By the late
ninteenthcentury liquor distilling had become an integral part of the local economy. At first, the
production of spirits remained the domain of srsakile producers who lsioto local customers.
Many distillery owners also operated grist mills, which provided the corn mash used to make
whiskey. The owners sold their product to customers at the rate of a gallon of whiskey for a
bushel of corn® Then in 1884 four local entregmeurs, including Samuel W. Boswell and

William Peck, and the Bald Knobbers Calvin Parrish and Reuben S. Branson, founded the largest

distillery in Taney County at Forsyth. By the
of whiskey per year,ar@ic cor di ng to one observer, #fthese m
For a time, it | ooked |ike mining might al

economy. In the late 19th century, several counties in Southwest Missouri saw a rapid expansion
of mining for lead and zinc. In 1880 Christian, Greene, Dade, Newton, and Jasper counties all
produced substantial quantities of lead, and four of the five mined zinc a¥ Aels, Taney

County did not 1 mmedi at el y s htaaurgy verylittle miirsng nei g h

**IngenthronLand of Taney31921.1 ngent hron gives Wi lliam Connords n
However, | can find no entry in the census records matching that name. The closest match is William Connor, who
lived in Taney County in 1880. See, William Connor, 1880 U.S. Census, Missouri, Canety, Swan Township,
District 124, p. 8.
5 Taney County RepublicaBl December 1903, cited in Ingenthrband of Taney325;W.D. Cameron,
AHIi st ory aWRVH®bena.i7 Spring 1675): 19.
* Goodspeed Brotheré26; Mary Lou Bosoaewel,| fAFTahnei ILye vof BTaney Cou
WRVHQ 9, no. 12 (Summer 1988): 11.
°"U.S. Census OfficeReport on the Mining Industries of the United States (exclusive of precious metals):
with Special Investigations into the Iron Resources of the Republintmnthe Cretaceous coals of the Northwest
(reprint; New York: Norman Ross Publishing, Inc., 1991), 804. Jasper County was easily the biggest mining county
in Missouri in 1880, producing nearly 11,000 tons of lead ore and 21,000 tons of zinc ore, followed by Newton
which mined roughly 1,300 tong lead and 10,000 tons of zinc. The other counties discussed here produced far
less.
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activity occur r°8Thenpmr1Bad,repdrt®of nelw lead &8l irl &insls resulted
in a surge of interest in mining in Taney County. For example, a mining convention held in
Springfield that year drew a delegaticomprised of some of the most prominent men in Taney
County, including three former Bald Knobbers: Alexander Kissee, James B. Rice, and James R.
Vanzandt. Another Bald Knobber, John Lafayette Cook, the president of the White River Real
Estate and Minin@€ompany, took advantage of the mining fever by selling and leasing land to
ficapitalists and othemesirous of buying or leasinginm e r a | l and i n the White
Moreover, several new mines opened up including the King Solomon Mine near Kirbyville, the
Gibralter Mine near Hercules, and the Golden Eagle Mine near Protem. By the turn of the
century one contemporary writer aniedwildsomehat fil
success along Turkey, Bylin, Swan, Bul I, Bear
mining did not enjoy prolonged success in Taney County. Most of the lead and zinc deposits
proved too small and too scarce to sustain profitable mopegations. By the end of World
War I, declining lead and zinc prices brought an end to mining in the cdunty.

Despite the significargrogress Taney County made in the generation following the Civil
War, in many ways it remained one of the poorest angt muderdeveloped counties in
Southwest Missourits population grew steadily between 1860 and 1890 from nearly 3,600 to
roughly 8,000. Nevertheless, its rate of population growth over that time span lagged far behind

neighboring counties, some of whiclpted or quadrupled their populations over the same

8 .S. Census OfficéReport on Mineral Industries in the United States at the Eleventh Census, 1890
(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1892), 166. Accordirtge report on mineral industries in 1890,
Taney County mined no lead or zinc that year, although this is hardly definitive since the report includes the
di scl ai mer that the Adifficulty of col | eMigséounwasdat a f or
insuperable. o Moreover, only the |l arger mining compani
%9 Ingenthronand of Taney20610; Taney County Time&6 March 1891Taney County Republicas
June 1903; Walter Williams, ed’he State of Missouri: An Autobiograpf@olumbia, MO: E.W. Stephens, 1904),
526.
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period® Taney County also fell behind neighboring areas in terms of economic and
infrastructural development. While the total value of farms in the county increased from roughly
$210,000 in 1860 to $83700 in 1890, Taney County still trailed far behind Greene ($9.5
million), Christian ($2.8 million), and Douglas ($1.4 million) counties, and about even with
Stone and Ozark counti&While the Atlantic and Pacific railroad reached Greene County in
1870,and Christian County received railroad service in 1883, Taney County had to wait until
1906 for the completion of the White River Railway, which for the first time brought regular
railroad transportation to the courffy.

Many factors contributed to thisggiiarity of fortunes, includinthe lingering effects of
the Civil War, Taney Countyds remote | ocation
relatively poor condition of much of i1ts soil
begunto blame their misfortune on corruption in local government and crime. To explain the
di ssatisfaction many of the areads residents
the political history of the county between the end of the Civil Widrthe midl 8 8 0 6 s .

The Civil War ended with the Republican Party firmly in power, both at the state level in
Jefferson City, and at the | ocal l evel i n Tan
represented Missour i 0 svhichmaduded hanay Coumnty, ie Gosgressn a |l d

Francis M. Gideon represented the county in the state house, and William Yandell served as

®Douglas Countyods population increased from 2,414 t
2,400 to 7,090; Christian County expanded its population from5,4B4to 01 7; Ozar k Countyds p
from 2,447 t0 9,795. U.S. Census Offieep pul ati on of the United States in 1
of the Secretary of the Interi@reprint; New York: Norman Ross Publishers, 1990),-886U.S. Cenus Office,
Report on Population of the United States at the Eleventh CensugV¥888ington, D.C.: Government Printing
Office, 1895).

®yU.S.Census Officedgr i cul ture of the United States in 1860:
Secretary of thénterior (reprint; New York: Norman Ross Publishers, 1990}991Report on the Statistics of
Agriculture in the United States at the Eleventh Census, @88hington, D.C.: Government Printing Office,
1895), 21617.

2 Edith S. McCall English Village inthe Ozarks: The Story of Hollister, Misso(iollister, MO: The
Author, 1969), 24.
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county judge. All three men belonged to the Republican Party. Former Confederate sympathizers
found this situation intolable. One of them, John Haggard, wrote to a friend that Southerners
hadino more chanc@ic)if mrTamegeCojnusyitckan®a cat i
The Republicans dominated politics in the county for two main reasons. First, many of the
countyodés former residents (mostly Democrats) h
government had disfranchised most of the remaining Democrats as Confederate sympathizers. In
the election of 1864, only 29 voters cast ballots in Taney County. Mdses t/otes probably

came from a garrison of Union soldiers under the command of Captain William L. Fennix, a
Republican, whom Governor Thomas C. Fletcher later appointed county and circuit clerk. Not
surprisingly, they voted unanimously for Abraham LincmnPresident and F.M. Gideon for

state representatiVé.

After the war, Missouri Republicans controlled the state legislature and called for a
constitutional convention in 1865 to draft a new charter for the state. Charles D. Drake, a Radical
Republicanf om St . Loui sDalywikpatohnr e hercetdybdese as fidogma
not infrequently overbearing, 0 enrageqpasheds t he
for the convention to include strong provisions in the new constitution disfranchising former
Confederates and ensuring Republican hegemony. On May 1, 1868)dbates to the
convention followed Drakedse )| ® awhianhl @xpeslelde &
office roughly 800 officials whose loyalty they deemed suspect. The act vacated the offices of all

the justices and clerks for the ASupreme Cour

and the special courtsofrecomld of all county recorders and c

®Lynn Morrow, fAWhere WRVHQ34 ho 2(Falhle94)Money Go ? 0

% Goodspeed Brothersiistory of Southeast Missoufi69; Ingenthronl.and of Taney21618.

5 St. LouisDaily Dispatch 4 March 1865, quoted in David D. Mar c h
Constitutional [dissouv distaridaldraview, no128Jarkarywl953):; 1-13. Hereafter, the
title Missouri Historical Revievghall be abbreviated &HR.
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Governor Fletcher then replaced most of them with Republf€ansfaney County this act
resulted in the appointment of a whole new slate of officials, including a new sheriff, three
justices ofthe county court, and a new county clerk and circuit derk.

The convention also passed a provision of the new constitution which required that
anyone who voted or ran for office must take
armed hostiltytohne Uni ted States, 0 had never aided or
hostility, o and had never disloyally communic
called the Alroncl ad Oat h, 6Coefddéraes.tniderwl v di sf r
enforce disfranchisement, the constitution included sl | ed A Regi stry Acts, 0
Missouri into voting districts, and required all citizens who wished to vote to register in their
districts and take the Ironclad Oath. Moreover, cegamfiessional groups including attorneys,
educators, and some corporate officers also found themselves subjected to the Ironclad Oath.

This provision even applied to members of the clergy. Radical Republicans often blamed rebel
clergy for encouraging sedin and disloyalty within their congregations. Consequently, they too
had to take the oath in order to practice their profes8ion.

The intended purpose of these provisions in the 1865 Constitution, in addition to
punishing former rebels, was to ensure Réipab dominance in Missouri politics by
disfranchising most of the people who would have voted the Democratic ticket. In Taney

County, as in many other Missouri communities, they accomplished that purpose efficiently. For

 william E. ParrishMissouri under Radical Rule, 18@870(Columbia, MO: University of Missouri
Press, 1965), 333; Duane G. MeyefThe Heritage of Missour8™ ed. (Springfield, MO: Emden Press, 1982), 407
08.
8" MissouriSecretary of State's OfficRegister of Civil Officers, Vol. 5: Reynoldg/right Counties, 1865
1904 MSA, Record Group 5, Reel No. S83, p. 319. Gebfiggers served as sheriff, James Morrow, Henry
Loughlin, and Thomas Maynard served as justices ofdhaty court. As previously mentioned, William L. Fennix
was appointed both county clerk and circuit clerk. The offices of county clerk and circuit clerk were often combined
to save money.
®Meyer,4080 9; Thomas S. Barcl ay, i TeMHR18Omt3Apfl 924):t he Cl e
34581.
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example, in the 1868 presidentséction the Republican candidate, Ulysses S. Grant, defeated
Democrat Horatio Seymour in Taney County with 208 votes to 52 votes. That same year the
Republican candidates in all the major statde races won Taney County by similar margins.

In the statesenate race Republican S.W. Headley beat Democrat L.T. Watson by a four votes to
one margin, and in the state representative race Republican Jesse Jennings prevailed over fellow
Republican Willis Kissee and Democrat J.W. Wyatt with a majority of thevotas cast’

Republicans also won most, if not all, of the county offices. For example, Larkin Adamson won
the election for sheriff, Levi Boswell won the race for county treasurer, James Keithley became
public administrator, and Enos Stanley became thepmebate judgé’

Republican dominance in Taney County cont.i
party discord between Liberal Republicans and
control of Missouri politics. The Liberal Republicans, led by pdisgidents such as Carl Schurz
and Benjamin Gratz Brown, revolted against their party leadership for a variety of reasons. For
one, they objected to the corruption of the Grant Administration, epitomized by the Whiskey
Ring scandal in St. Louis in whichgaoup of major distilleries and public officials defrauded the
government of millions of dollars in tax&sThe Liberal Republicans also opposed, on both
moral and philosophical grounds, the continued disfranchisement of former rebels. For this

reason,in he partyodés 1870 convention the Liberals

691868 Election Returns for Taney Count§SA, Record Group 5, Box 12, Folder 5

bid.; Missouri Secretary of State's OffidRegister of CiviDfficers, Vol. 5: ReynoldsWright Counties,
18651904 MSA, Record Group 5, Reel No. S83, p. 319.

" Parrish History of Missourj 274 Richardson, 108 1 0; Luci us E. Guese, #ASt. Lo
Whi s k e yMHRB&(Aprild942): 16683.
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support for constitutional amendments firemovi

people of Missouri and conferding equal polit
The Radicals, whdrewtheir strongest support from the rural northern and southwestern

parts of Missouri where guerrilla fighting had taken the heaviest toll on therpom

population bitterly opposed this resolutioihey argued that enfranchising foemConfederates

(@)

would reward treason and undermine the party
bitter speech attacking fellow Senator Carl Shurz for his treachery against the Republican Party,
predicted that the once the voters passedtitational amendments«&nf r anchi si ng t he
exrebels, fAyou might bid good®ThemaootyoMi ssouri a
delegates to the 1870 convention agreed with him. When the full convention voted down the
resolution favoring renfranchisement the Liberals walked out of the convention and nominated
Benjamin Gratz Brown for governor of Misso(fti.

Thus, the 1870 gubernatorial election became a strange fratricidal struggle between
Radicals and Liberal Republicans. The Democrats, sensing an opportunity to exploit their
opponentsd6 discord, cast their | otcalaulatedwi t h t h
that if he helped repeal the voting restrictions they would surely win the following election. That
November Brown easily defeated the Radical nominee, Joseph W. McClurg, in the race for
governor. The Liberal Republican triumph appeared comglege sign of things to come,
however, Brown won with slightly less than half of his support coming from the Liberal

Republicans and the rest from Democfats.

“Thomas S. Barclay, fAThe Li berMHdR21Re.A (Octbberd326) Mo v e me n
67-68.

3 Charles DrakeThe Betrayal of the Republican Party in MisspimiCongressional GlohetI* Congress,
3 Session, Appendix No. 1, p. 3.

“BarcLaper al Repub IMHR2, mo. MOctobem 2924): 775.

" Meyer, 45-17.
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Il n the same election that elevated Brown
approved aa@nstitutional amendment repealing the Ironclad Oath. The following year the new
governor, true to his word, supported legislation overturning the Registrytheteby
completing the end of disfranchisement in Missdunfortunately for the Liberal Replitans,
the dire predictions of the Radicals that theméranchisement of former rebels would lead to a
Democratic resurgence proved accurate. In the next gubernatorial election in 1872, Silas

Woodson swept into office with the support of tens of thodsaf newly registered Democratic

voters. Woodsondés victory initiated a period

lasting nearlyforty years’®

The dramatic political changes occurring at the statehouse also had huge ramifications for
Taney CountyMost of the local Republicans in this rural border county in Southwest Missouri,
the scene of vicious guerrilla fighting during the war, sided naturally with the Radicals during the
political insurgency of 1870. That year Taney County gave a large maybris votes (231 out
of 314 votes cast) to the Radical Republican Joseph W. McClurg for governor. It also helped
elect the Radical Harrison Eugene Havens to the first of two terms in the U.S. Congress by a
similarly large margir/

The 1870 election mied the last occasion in whidlaney County Republicangould

enjoy such untrammeled dominance in county politics. With the end of disfranchisement, the

187006s witnessed a resurgence of the | ocal De

approxinmate parity, during which the Democrats managed to wrest control of local government

from the Republicans for a period of sw@veral

" Ibid., 418-22.

71870 Election Returns for Taney Count§SA, Record Group 5, Box3l Folder2. At the 1870
Republican Convention in St. Louis Harrison E. Havens had served as one of the floor leaders for the Radical
faction. See, Barcl ay, MHRRlbre.rlé&dctobRrade@&h®.1 i can Movement,
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became apparent almost immediately. In the presidential election of 1§%2e8)S. Grant still

carried Taney County, but by a much smaller margin than in 1868. In addition, his opponent, the
Liberal RepublicarDemocratic candidate Horace Greelegeivedfour times as many votes

(201) as Horatio Seymour had earned in the prevelectior® Likewise, the Democratic

candidates for governor, lieutenant governor, and all the other major state offices increased their
vote totals over the previous election by similar margins. Further down the ticket, the Democrats
did even better. &. Jordan M. Haworth, a Democrat and future /A#id Knobber, came

within a whisker of winning the race for sheriff, losing by only 20 votes. John J. Brown, a
Republican and future Bald Knobber, barely survived in his race for prosecuting attornel agains
B.F. Dilley, winning by just eight votes.

Because of a number of resignations, gover
the early 187006s, combined with the uncertain
it is not exactlycertainnhi ch party held the balance of powe
government between 1872 to 18W4s clear, howevertthat in the 1874 elections the Democrats
scored a victory in the local elections. That year Democrat Thomas F. Layton replacadekysa
H. Jennings as county and circuit clerk, Rufus V. Burns replaced J. J. Brown as prosecuting
attorney, and William L. Peck took over the job of sheriff and collector of revenue from James

C. Johnson. The Democrats also elected J.J. Reynolds and Nbridaworth to the county

8 Goodspeed Brotherslistory of Southeast Msouri 16972.Gr ant 6 s margin of victory
(128 votes) might have been even smaller if he had been running against an actual Democrat. Greeley had the
endorsement of both the Liberal Republicans and the Democrats in 1872, but his atighdisininay have put off
many of Taney Countyds newly enfranchised Democrats. |
separated Democrat Samuel Tilden from Republican Rutherford B. Hayes in Taney County, and in 1880 Democrat
Winfield S. Hanock won the county by a large margin over the Republican candidate James A. Garfield.

1872 Election Returns for Taney CountySA, Record Group 5, Box4l Folder9.
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court, where they joined Republican and U.S. Army veteran C.C. Owens, which gave the
Democrats two out of the three members of that 58dy.

The Democrats never dominated | ocal politioc
inthe | at éutfdr&é mostpart theyontrolledcounty government for the balance of the
decade. A small cadre of officeholders, which the Bald Knobbers later referred to
contemptuously as the fiold countlgadershiff §hisd ¢ o mp
core consisted of William L. Peck, who served as sheriff and collector of revenue from 1874 to
1880, John Moseley, who succeeded Peck in that position from 1880 to 1884, John J. Reynolds,
who won two elections for Probate Judge in 187 E8i78, and Thomas C. Spellings, who
served as the county prosecutor for five months in 1880, and a full term from 1882 to 1884. It
also included of several members of the Layton family, such as Thomas F. Layton, who served
four years as circuit and countierk from 1874 to 1878, his son Thomas A. Layton, who
succeeded him in that position in 1878 and won a secong/éaurterm in 1882, and Albert S.
Layton who served as coroner from 1878 to 1%80.

The period of Democratic ascendancy in Taney County,lwhgted until 1884, also
coincided with a strange development in the c
somewhat wuncl ear , duamassegnore¢thae $42,800 i lloededdebe, c ou n't

which many residents in those days considered distafigure. Whatever reasons Taney

8 Missouri Secretary of State's Offideegister of Civil Officers, Vol. 5: Reynoldé/right Counties, 1865
1904 MSA, Record Group 5, Reel No. S83, WRVH@BLZmm,;2 Morr ow,
(Fall 1994): 10. Prior to 1985 the county court was the main legislative body and administrative body at the county
level, empowered by state | aw to handle the countyds Abudget, i
counties, such as Taney, had three judges on their county courts, although larger counties sometimes had different
arrangements. In 1985 the name of this bodyawvasanged t o t he Acounty commi ssion,
same. See, Richard J. Hardy, et.al. Midsouri Government and Politicsgv. ed. (Colombia, MO: University of
Missouri Press, 1995), 308.

¥ New York Sun 23 December 1888.

% Missouri Secetary of State's OffigeRegister of Civil Officers, Vol. 5: Reynoldé/right Counties, 1865
1904 MSA, RecordGroup 5, Reel No. S83, p. 320. In Missouri at that time, the positions of Sheriff and Collector
of Revenue were often combined and held by the same person, as were the positions of County Clerk and Circuit
Clerk. See, Hardy, 3091.
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County officials had for borrowing this money, or however they spent it, the fact remains that the
public debt became a political bone of contention among residents of the county. This intensified
the atmosphere of misist in local government, which contributed to the rise of vigilantism in
the middie 18806s.

The story of Taney Countyds debt problem b
185006s the county needed a new c oobtmetcdudyuse. Un
owned only about 5 percent of the countyods | a
the |l ocal governmentdés ability to borrow the
Missouri General Assembly passed a law allowthrgycounty to borrow roughly $3,600 from the
stateds internal I mprovements fund, and repay
down over time by raising taxes. Taney County
the debt a serious burden local taxpayers. In 1861, just prior to the outbreak of the Civil War,
the state forgave the countyds outstanding de
for that purposé&?

Unfortunately for the residents, their brand new courthouseatidurvive the war. It
burned down in the course of a Federal assault on Forsyth irf1R6t did the war spare the

countyodés finances. I n the years 1863 and 1864

8 This aspect ofhe hstory of Taney County, and of the Bald Knobbers, was first examined by Lynn
Morrow in his article published in 1994 inthéRVHQt i t | ed AWhere Did All the Money
Economics of Vigilantism i n Sou tnhadditiontoMiowdmgnuerwith, 6 whi ch
excellent research advice, Mr. Morrow graciously gave me access to his personal research collection, including
many of the state government documents upon which the following analysis is based.

8 Missouri General Assemblizaws of the State of Missouri, Passed at the First Session of the Eighteenth
General Assembly, Begun and Held at the City of Jeffédsdferson City: James LusRublic Printer, 1855), 475
76, Missouri General Assemblizaws of the State of Missouri, Pagsat the Regular Session of thé' Zeneral
Assembly, Begun and Held at the City of Jefferson, on Monday, December 3UeH88on City: W.G. Cheengy
Public Printer, 1861), 4684.

8 Ingenthronand of Taney95-96.
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in Southwest Missouri, found itself unabtedollect taxes of any kint. The problems with tax

collection did not cease with the end of the war. In an 1867 report to the state government, the
county assessor E. W Meyers remar ked that man
show the welgh of the county, believing it to be a scheme of government to ascertain their

i ncome preparatory to assessing a national re
circumstances, the county could rarely find enough qualified men to fill all theycoffices®’

Then in the early 18700s, something quite
March 31, 1872, Taney County issued some $17,650 in bonds. That in itself does not seem
suspicious. Other counties also increased their indebtednessilay aimounts or more. The-bi
annual state auditordés report, however, shows
County subject to taxation expanded dramatically, from roughly 35,000 acres valued at $142,000
in 1871 to nearly 360,000 acreswad at $500,000 in 1872. To put it another way, according to
these figures in one year the total amount of land owned in fee simple expanded tenfold, and
total property values increased roughly 350 percent. This seems highly improbable, especially
sincebylL875 Taney Countyds taxabl e acr-88d2ge figur e
levels, and even by the end of the decade residents owned only 72,000 acres in fee simple valued

at roughly $177,008°

8 Missouri House of Representats,Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of Missouri, at
the Regular Session of the Tweityird General Assemblyefferson City: W.A. Cus, Public Printer, 1865), 38
47.

8" Missouri General Assemblecond Annual Report of the Commiseioof Statistics to the General
Assembly of the State of Missouri for the Year 186ferson City: Ellwood Kirby, Public Printer, 1868), 70.

 Missouri General AssemblReport of the State Auditor to the TweBgventh General Assembly of the
State oMissouri, for the Two Years, from January 1, 1871 to December 31,(3&ff@rson City, MO: Regan &
Carter, State Printers, 1873)1,6, 125, 13233, Missouri General AssemblReport of the State Auditor to the
Thirty-Second General Assembly of the Stafdissouri, for the Two Fiscal Years Beginning January 1, 1881, and
Ending December 31, 18§2efferson City: State Journal ComgaState Printers, 1883);vi See also, Morrow,
AWhere Did Al |WRVH@E4, voo(Ealy 1993 P1D.
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The most reasonable interpretation of this evidenceaisth Taney Countyodés of
intentionally inflated their property and property value statistics in order to secure the loans they
needed for public works projects, particularly a new courthouse. | cannot identify the exact
person(s) responsible for thiskdaus financial maneuver. It seems probable, however, that at
least Lysander Jennings, the county clerk, and Elias Cleavenger, the surveyor, would have
known about it. Both men won elections in 1870, prior to the official end of disfranchisement,
and theréore almost certainly belonged to the Republican Party. Thus, the first expansion of
county debt occurred on the Republican wétch.

The Democrats, however, did not prove themselves any better stewards of county
finances. In July, 1880, Taney County catnieughly $32,000 in bonded debt, reportedly for the
purpose of Afunding old bonds and warrants. o0
$28,000. The state auditordés report for that
$27,000 came in the form of ten year bonds with a ten percent rate of interest. The county had
issued these bonds in 1874, and sold them to the Greene County National Bank in Springfield,
and the St. Louis National Bank in St. Louis. The report also notechthabtinty had not made
prompt interest payments on its debt, and had only $422,000 in taxable wealth. By comparison,
two of Taney Countyodés equally poor neighbors,
and $10,000 in debt, and neighboring ChaistCounty had no debt at all. Finally, in November,

1883, the county refinanced part of its debt by issuing $33,000 in new five to tyeamtponds
with a six percent rate of interest, sold to the Third National Bank in St. Louis. This act brought

thecomt yds tot al indebtedness t8 the then stagg:

89 MissouriSecretary of State's OfficRegister of Civil Officers, Vol. 5: Reynold#/right Counties, 1865
1904 MSA, Record Group 5, Reel No. S8 319

% Missouri General AssembliReport of the State Auditor to the Thiftirst General Assembly of the State
of Missouri for the Two Fiscal Years, January 1, 1879 to December 31,(1886rson City: Tribune Printing
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Paltry as these figures might seem today, people living in a small, rural section of
Southwest Missouri in the lateneteenttcentury had plenty of reasons to consider a debt burden
of that size a significant problem. For one thing, it meant paying higher taxes in order to pay
down the debt. By the | ate 18800s the propert
property, of which $1.35 went to interest payments and paying dovetett® Moreover,
failure to make interest payments, which became an issue for Taney County, could damage a
countyodés credit and hinder its ability to bor
By the 188006s, the county atissueinthk andoinh e c o me
struggle between Democrats and Republicans in Taney County. The Republicans, forgetting
their own role in creating the problem, happily blamed the burgeoning debt on the Derffocrats.
Taney Countyods f i nanc elsfthadosuptiorbaadiradeguacy of j[paalt e n t
government which the men who started the Bald Knobber movement found so offensive. For
example, the Bald Knobber chieftain Nathaniel Kinney recalled his shock upon arriving in Taney
County and | eocantywas$g2,000hnadébt, dnd e not even a plank to show for
it. The money ha’d si mply been stolen.d
Regardless of the accuracy of Kinneyds acc
major focal points of Republican and Bald Knobber dissatisfaetitnthe Democratic regime
running | ocal government. By the 188006s, howe

problem in the publicds consciousness. Before

Company, State Printers, 1881)Ikk Missouri General AssemblReport of the State Auditor to the Thirty
Second General AssemidlyBeginning Jauary 1, 1881, and Ending December 31, 1882 Ixxiv, xc, xcviii;
Missouri General AssemblReport of the State Auditor to the Thifthird General Assembly of the State of
Missouri, for the Two Fiscal Years Beginning January 1, 1883, and Ending Dec8il884 Jefferson City:
Tribune Printing Company, State Printers, 1885), 197.
! IngenthronLand of Taney226.
2bid,225; Thomas M. Spencer ,-BaidKhobberB ®dlitits, #d thebColere s , t h e
of Violence in the Ozarks, 186D 8 9 0 The& Othen Missouri History: Populists, Prostitutes, and Regular,Falk
Thomas M. Spencéolombia, MO: Univergy of Missouri Press, 2004), 38/.
% SpringfieldWeekly Republicari6 May 1889Stone County News Oragle3 September 1963.
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must add that the postwar surge in lastesss that the county experienced was neither
unprecedented nor unusual in the context of postwar Missouri. As discussed in chapter one, the
years following the Civil War witnessed a dramatic increase in crime and lawlessness,
someti mes r eefiegrnr eodTthoe rarsmpaa oftr of this cri me su
prison population. The number of inmates in M
1,623 in 1870, and further increased to 2,041 in £88@any of the outlaw$ most notably tha
members of the infamous Jam¥ésunger gand gained a sort of apprenticeship in the outlaw
trade while fighting as soldiers or guerrillas in the Civil War.

The inhabitants of Taney County experienced more than their share of this crime surge.
While an unfortunate courthouse fire in 1885 prevents an exact accounting of the number of
homi cides in the county, numerous newspapers
suggest that murder became more common after the war than before. Most of thesg@gburces
the number of murders in Taney County from the Civil War to the Bald Knobber period at
between thirty and forty. For example, in their apologetic narrative of the Bald Knobber
movement, Charles Groom and D.F. McConkey state that prior to the CivibiWathree
murders took place in Taney County, but since
committedd with only one sUrbedeferson Qithhailpr osec ut i

Tribunereported thatovertrea me peri od triyei ghfihad | béeh tmhuir de

% Meyer, 50608,

% U.S. Census Officed Compendium of the Ninth Census (June 1, 1870) Compiled Pursuant to a
Concurrent Resolutionfa@Congress and under the Direction of the Secretary offntieeior (Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1872), 53B. U.S. Census Officé Compendium of the Tenth Census (June 1, 1880)
Compiled Pursuant to an Act of Congress Approved Augu&8z, Part 2 (Washington, D.C.: Government
Printing Office, 1888), 1676.

% HenrySinclair DragoOutlaws on HorsebacKhe History of the Organized Bands of Bank and Train
Robbers Who Terrorized the Prairie Towns of Missouri, Kansas, Indian TerritoryQklatioma for Half a
Century(Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press, 198).28.

%" Charles Groom and D.F. McConkéihe Bald Knobbers or Citizens Committee of Taney and Christian
Counties, MissourfForsyth, MO: The Authors, 1887), 4.
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convictions, a figure with which the editors of thaney County Newsoncurred. Similarly, the

New YorkSunr e ported that the number of horwoci des i

tofortyt wo é and no one punished®for themd even w
It is important to remember, however, that these figures represent only the best gstimate

of journalistsrelying onevidence obtainedy word of mouth from local residenBy the late

188006s the Bald Knobbers had become a sensat.i

journalists to exaggerate may have inflated the number of homicides that aciolalbface.

Although it is impossible to examine the circuit court records for Taney County between 1865

and 1885, an analysis of the records for neighboring Christian County over the same period

provides some perspective on the state of violent crirtieairarea. The records show that

Christian County witnessed no less than fifteen murders during the years in question, along with

dozens of cases of assault and battery or assault with intent¥bTkilbe sure, some violent

crimes probably escaped thgeation of local authorities, but the homicides documented in court

records represent a solid basis from which to start. Given that social conditions in the two

counties were basically similar, and that Christian County had its own vigilance committee

% Jefferson Cig Daily Tribune 19 September 1888; Tan€punty News27 September 188Blew York
Sun 23 December 188&tone County News OraglE3 September 1963.

% The following cases involved homicides taking place in Christian CoGtéye of Missouri vs. J.H.
Shipman 1868, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No.C 44339 Box 18, Folder 82State of
Missouri vs. John Boltgri869, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No.C 44378 Box 48, Folder 5;
State of Missouri vs. Andrew J. Walk#&871, MSA, Christian County Circuit Court FileRReel No. C 44361, Box
37, Folder 155tate of Missouri vs. Roswell K. Haet al., 1874, MSAChristian County Circuit Court FileReel
No. C 44378, Box 48, Folder 2State of Missouri vs. M.H. Keret al, 1876, MSA Christian County Circuit Court
Files, Reel No. C 44336, Box 16, Folder &ate of Missouri vs. John Bowmd876, MSA Christian County
Circuit Court Files Reel No. 44327, Box 10, Folder 7State of Missouri vs. John Fugift876, MSA Christian
County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C 44327, Box 10, Folder ®ate of Missouri vs. W.D. Wilson and A.J.
Inman 1882, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilefReel No. C 44365, Box 10, Folder &ate of Missouri
vs. William R. Beelerl883,MSA, Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C 44319, Box 4, Folders 127 &
128; State of Missouri vs. William Magill883, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FileRReel No. C 44369,
Box 42, Folder 9State of Missouri vs. A.R. Gond&84, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FiledReel No. C
44374, Box 35, Folder 2%tate of Missouri vs. G.W. Whitesié¢ al., 1884, MSAChristian County Circuit Court
Files, Reel No. C44333, Box 14, Folder 48tate of Missouri vs. William R. Payidt886, MSA Christian County
Circuit Court Files Reel No. 44373, Box 44, Folder 1Xate of Missouri vs. John T. Swearende86, MSA,
Christian County Circuit Court FileReel No. C 44350, Box 27, Folder 23; State of Missouri vs. James S. Payten,
1886, MSA,Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No. 44367, Box 40, Folder 130.
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stating in 1886, it seems reasonable to assume that the number of murders in each county were
roughly equal. For that reason, | would cautiously estimate that Taney County had around fifteen
to twenty murders between the end of the Civil War and the begiohithe Bald Knobber
period, or about half the numbers usually cited by contemporary journalists.

Whatever the actual homicide figures may have been, the evidence taken together
presents a picture of Taney County as a community beset by crime, widg#haulithorities
struggling to cope with an aggressive criminal element. Moreover, the lawmen themselves often
took grave risks in attempting to enforce the law. For example, in 1879 Taney County deputy
marshals James Coggburn and J.W. Dawson led a pogaesiit of a band of horse thieves,
catching up with them at a house located on Bee Creek in the southern part of the county. In the
ensuing gunfight James Coggburn, and one other man, William Bates, lost théflives.

In addition to investigating homites, the law officers of Taney County also had to deal
with widespread property theft, particularly of horses and livestock. Gangs of horse thieves and
cattle rustlers inundated the county, -taking
raisingpracticed at that time. In those days, most farmers allowed their hogs and cattle to run
freely in Taney Countyds densel y*®Thelargesst ed hi |
proportion of unclaimed or government owned land provided stock raiserpleritty of open

territory on which to fatten their cattle. At the same time, however, this system made cattle theft

10 The SpringfieldPatriot Advertiser 1 May 1879, quoted in Janice Loone

8 6 WRVHQ 9, no. 6 (Winter 1987):-8.

191 Robert L.Harper,Among the Bald Knobbers History of the Desperadoes of the Ozark Mountains,
Their Atrocious Deeds, Rendesvous, Homes and Habits, the Arrest and Cor{@liticom, MO: The Author,
1888),13-14; William L. VandeventerJustice in the Rougf©zark, MO: The Author, c. 1937)2-13, 21. William
L. Vandeventer was born in 1889, the son of Dr. Daniel Vandeventer, a Christian County Bald Knobber.
Vandeventeserved for many years as the prosecuting attorney for Christian County, an Assistant U.S. Attorney in
Kansas City, and finally as a judge on the Springfield Court of Appeals from 1944 until his death in 1953. His
manuscript,Justice in the Rougltonsistof his recollections of the Bald Knobber movement as told to him by
several of the participants, including his father, as well as research he did in many of the court cases involving the
Bald Knobbers. For Jud hristidraCouyeRepribiicarll Novembed 1953u ar y, see
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relatively easy. A thief had only to catch an unbranded cow out of sight of its owner and mark it
with his own brand, or else erase the aland and put his own mark on it. Because the thieves
operated exclusively in the countyds hills an
The Bald Knobber Joe McGill, who had returned to Taney County in 1881 after living for
several years inéxas, recalled that the sheriff at the time, John Moseley, made hardly any
arrests at all. For the most part, the criminals simply ignored the lawmen, or taunted them saying
that their fAdaut hor iabhdywhean theyevaresice inthiisyandtbsht he bl
they defied the lavi nothingandnbody we'?e safe. 0

One band of criminals that worked these hills was the notorious Taylor gang, so called
because several brothers named Taylor belonged to it. The Taylor family had come to Missouri
from Kentucky and settled about five miles from Forsyth on a hill called Nubbin Ridge. The
Taylor gang, led by the brothers Frank and Tubal, engaged in a variety of petty crimes including
brawling, carrying concealed weapons, discharging firearms in pubtiutjofares, and
stealing cattle or chickens. The Taylors often publically flaunted their disregard for the law by
riding into Forsyth | oaded with cash and i nvi
remarking that they #iThkpasohadtberugly hiabit of mutiteg r  mo n
ot her peopleds cattle for sport. One of their
speaking ill of them in public. For this transgression they took three of his finest cows, cut their
tongues out, ankft the poor beasts to startfé.

By the 188060s, many residents of Taney Cou

words of Joe McGill, Ain a balduptaadynthe hadsefi r | o

192 kansas Citylournal 13 April 1886:E.J. and L.S. Hoenshetories of the Pioneertncidents,
Adventures and Reminiscences as Told by Some of the Old Settlers of Taney County (Rtiésoluoiokout, MO:
School of theDzarks Press, 1915), 54.

1% Kansas Citylournal, 13 April 1886.

'%1bid.; New York Sun 23 December 1888.
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apartyclique 6 Cr i mi nal s ertheinneighbouhgodss dxmosing their property to

theft and their lives to danger, and the officers of the law appeared either unable or unwilling to
stop them®> The men who would create the Bald Knobber organization found this situation
intolerable. Mosbf them had arrived in Taney County after the Civil War expecting to build

new lives and new fortunes there. They had moved their families to@muaegion and

invested years of their lives and most of their capital to make their new home a suscess. A
former soldiers, many of them yearned to take matters into their own hands. They only needed a
spark or provocatioto push themnto action.

The first spark came on September 22, 1883, with the murder of James M. Everett.
Everett 6s f Natemelknney and many aherswho later became Bald Knobbers,
described him as fAa prominent merchant of the
owned a store in Forsyth located on the east side of the town square. His store, which also served
as a billiard hall and saloon, consisted of two rooms. The back room contained a billiard table,
and the front room housed Everettds merchandi
help of his brother, Bar t o ntfonachoonnof nsopsncham e o p | e
for speaking louder than necessary. In their establishment the brothers sold a type of whiskey
generally called fiforty roW® o6 meaning extr eme

On the day in question, two young men, Albert G. Layton (commordyl | ed A Al 0) ,
| ocal roughneck of bad reputation, and his fr
drinks and a few games of pool. While playing their game they had an argument of some kind

which quickly escalated to blows. In the heat ofrti@ment, Layton attempted to draw his

1% Hoenshel54-55.

1% New York Sun 23 December 188&tone County News Oragle3 September 1963, and 20 September
1963; Hartman and Ingenthrobf81 9. I n the terminology of the day dAforty
ireputation for being lethal at forty rods, ®theor about
Oxford Dictionary of Modern Slan@xford: Oxford University Pres 2005), 77.

83



revolver, at which point James Everett intervened. He grappled with Layton, wrestled him out of
the saloon, and threw him down onto the porch outside. Those present recalled that Everett told
the youngerowanoe fiurdonwétolas he held him pin
ye out of trouble. o A small c¢crowd of spectato
urging Layton to give up his weapon in exchange for promises of safety, which thenganng
refused to do. Then someone suggested that Everett had better let him up, which the
saloonkeeper unwisely did. Once released Layton reportedly dusted off his clothes; then without
warning he raised his revol v eilingdimdstantly.rNexdt t wo
he turned and shot Everettodos brother Barton i
than he had ever done before. o Before those p
and galloped awa¥}’

Shortly after maiag his escape, Al Layton surrendered to Sheriff John Moseley and
posted bond. Given the generally dismal record of county law officers at apprehending fugitives,
Layton might well have tried his luck on the run. The young man also had good reasons
howeve, to hope for a favorable outcome in court. He belonged to one of the oldest and best
known families in the county, and his cousin, Thomas A. Layton, held the offices of county and
circuit clerk. Most of the county officers, including Prosecutor T.C.IBgsland Sheriff
Moseley, were friends and political allies of his family. Moreover, local juries had a reputation
for acquitting criminals, in part because jurors had to consider the potential consequences of
convicting men amongst whose relatives thag to live. Whatever role these calculations may

have played, a grand jury, which ironically included Nathaniel Kinney, indicted Layton for

197 New York Sun 23 December 188&tone County News Orac20 September 1968tew York Times

11 December 188 pringfield Expres28 September 188&room & McConkey, 4. According to another
version of this story, Al Layton made hisespe not on his own horse, but on a h
See, Vandeventer, 22.
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murder. The circuit court granted Layton a continuance and set the date of his trial for October,
1884, more than gear after the shooting took plat®é.

In the interval, another notorious crime took place. On October 7, 1884, a young man
named Newton Herrell killed Amos Ring, a man alternately described as his stepfather, or his
Aimot herds | over. oedun IRiwnigndgawi rlecdertd gl bds m
cabin a short distance from Forsyth. Their domestic arrangement did not include the benefit of
clergy. Herrell took offense at this affront
wenttohi s mot her 6s home and exchanged harsh word
treatment, Ring retrieved a piece of wood from the stove and advanced on Herrell intending to
teach him a lesson. Herrell quickly seized the opportunity to settle hisveitofeing, and drew
his revolver and shot the older man d&%d.

The murders of James Everett and Amos Ring infuriated many local residents, who saw
them as symptomatic of the larger problems which had afflicted Taney County for some time.
The friends of th deceased James Everett, in particular, looked toward the upcoming trial of Al
Layton as a test case to see if the courts would sustain the law and punish the guilty. Many of
them believed that Aif murder, mndothércrimgs, ar son
were to continue and go unpunished, it was time that thekasing citizens organize to combat
| awl e s'8Své musthave come as an unpleasant shock to them when the jury in the
Layton murder trial returned a verdict of not guilty@atober 22, 1884. Charges of foul play

flew back and forth. Some alleged that Prosecutor T.C. Spellings had accepted a bribe in

198 New York Sun 23 December 188&tone County New Oragl20 September 196Springfield Express

5 October 1883. Whereas tBanstates that Layton surrendered to the sheh&Springfield Expresstates that
Layton surrendered to his brotherlaw, who then turned him over to the authorities.

199New York Sun 23 December 1888lew York TimesL1 December 188@pringfield Expres 10
October 1884.

19y/andeventer, 223.
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exchange for sabotaging the case against Layton. Still others accused County Clerk Thomas A.
Layton of using his influence orebalf of his cousin, and still others accused the defense of
plying the jury with alcohol. No hard evidence exists to substantiate any of these claims,
although according to one newspapeée® report Ffi
ThereactontoLbat on6s acquittal came in two for ms.
political opposition to the Democratic clique running the local government at that time. In the
elections held the following month the Republicans had their best showing, and the Democrats
their worst, in roughly a decade. At the top of the ticket, Republican presidential candidate James
G. Bl aine handily won Taney County Winthd 646 v
governor6é6s race Nichol as F ogth Reptiblican Party angtheo n 6 ¢
Greenback Labor Party, defeated Democrat John Sappington Marmaduke in Taney County by a
similar margin-*3
More significantly, several Republicans (including some who became prominent Bald
Knobbers) won election to local ofés defeating the Democrats who had held those positions.
James K. Polk McHaffie defeated John Moseley in the race for sheriff and collector of revenue,
Reuben S. Branson defeated incumbent Thomas F. Compton in the race for county assessor, and
Charles H. Goom won the election for treasurer. All three men belonged to the Republican
Party, and would also join the Bald Knobbers. Additionally, Republicans Francis M. Keithley
and J.W. Underwood won election to the County Court. Prosecutor T.C. Spellings,dvho ha

drawn criticism for his role in the Layton trial, lost his job to Rufus V. Burns, who was most

M1 New York Sun 23 December 188&tone County New Oracl20 September 1963pringfield Express
23 October 1884.

12 Goodspeed Brotherhistory of Southeast Missoyri72; Michael K. McGrathQfficial Directory of the
State of Missouril885 (St. Louis: John J. Daley Stationary & Printing Company, 1885), 16ffibal Directory
|l ists Blainebs vote total in Taney County as 617, not
figure in Goodpeed for the sake of consistency, since | have used it for presidential votes throughout chapters one
and two.

13 McGrath,Official Directory, 18.
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likely a fellow Democrat. County Clerk Thomas Layton kept his office, but only because his four
year term did not end until 1886 The one Bald Knobber who lban election in 1884,
Nathaniel Kinney, ran for state representative as a Democrat against Republican James C.
Johnson and Greenbacker James R. Vanzandt. Johnson prevailed in the contest with a modest
majority }*°

In addition to the political backlash of 1884, the controversy surrounding the Layton trial
also prompted several leading citizens to begin meeting about the possibility of forming a
vigilance committee. The available sources disagree about the exaot detdirst meeting, but
it happened either shortly before or shortly after the verdict in the Layton trial, possibly as late as
January, 1885. It took place in Forsyth, in the store formerly belonging to James Everett but
subsequently managed by his et Barton. Thirteen men attended the meeting, including
Nathaniel N. Kinney, Alonzo S. Prather, Barton Y. Everett, James B. Rice, Thomas W. Phillips,
James R. Vanzandt, Patterson F. Fickle, J. J. Brown, Galba E. Branson, James K. Polk McHaffie,
James A. Blong, Charles H. Groom, and Benjamin B. Price. Kinney chaired the meeting, and
the participants appointed Brown, a prominent attorney in Forsyth, to draw up a series of
resolutions which the participants signed. The resolutions established a vigilam#éteem
of ficially named the ACommittee for Law and O

enforcement officers in the performance of th

all times respond to the call of the officers to enforcedobee n ¢ et The \igdantésdad. o

14 Missouri Secretary of State's OffidRegister of Civil Officers, Vol. 5: Reynoldé/right Counties,
18651904 MSA, Record Group 5, Reel No. S83321-22; Hartman and Ingenthron, 32. The partisan affiliations
of Groom, McHaffie, and Branson are found in Goodspeed BrotRemajniscent History of the Ozark Regi@f4,
195, 301. Hartman and Ingenthemay t hat a fAsl ate of Republican candi dat
which would mean that Keithley, Underwood, and Burns were also Republicans. However, Burns also won the race
for county prosecutor in the Democratic years of 1874 and 1876hghwhy | think he was probably a Democrat.
15 McGrath,Official Directory, 38.
118y/andeventer, 23Randolph, 7; New YorkSun 23 December 1888. For the quotation, sedthe
York Times11 December 1886
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no specific rules concerning masks, and in Taney County the members of the committee rarely,
if ever, wore them. The only insignia the vigilantes wore was a small badge made of red silk,
approximately five bytwointes, wi th the words AStand Up for
Ordero stiti¢hed onto them.

The participants also decided to make the vigilance committee a secret organization, so as
to ensure the safety of its members, and they asked Brown and Kinney tgpdsisa@nstitution
and bylaws and a membership oath to administer to new recruits. No copies of the constitution
and bylaws survive, since to preserve their secrecy the members of the group later decided to
destroy thent*® Several versions of the of the mieenship oath do survive, however, including
one which the New Yorunlater reprinted. The oath represented the basic sentiments and
purpose of the organization:

Do you, in the presence of God and these witnesses, solemnly swear that you will
never reveaany of the secrets of this order nor communicate any part of it to any
person or persons in the known world, unless you are satisfied by a strict test, or
in some legal way, that they are lawfully entitled to receive them; that you will
conform and abidby the rules and regulations of this order, and obey all orders

of your superior officers or any brother officer under whose jurisdiction you may
be at the time attached; nor will you propose for membership or sanction the
admission of anyone whom you haeason to believe is not worthy of being a
member, nor will you oppose the admission of anyone solely on a personal
matter. You shall report all theft that is made known to you, and you shall not
leave unreported any thief on account of his being a biglation of yours; nor

will you willfully report anyone through personal enmity. You shall recognize and
answer all signs made by lawful brothers and render them such assistance as they
may be in need of, so far as you are able or the interest of yoly faithpermit;

nor will you willfully wrong or defraud a brother, or permit it if in your power to
prevent it. Should you willfully and knowingly violate this oath in any way, you
subject yourself to the jurisdiction of twelve members of this order, iétasir

decision should be to hang you by the neck until you are dead, dead, dead. So
help me God**

"Dougl as Mahnkey, @ AOz&ksModintaiheedD(hpelr1988)asd See alsd,
Lucille Morris Upton,Bald KnobbergCaldwell, ID: Caxton Printers, 193%860.

18 Randolph, 9.

19 New York Sun 23 December 188&tone County News Orag¢k October 1963.
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Despite the sense of urgency which the language of the oath seemed to convey, at this
point the vigilance committee remained in its infancy stage. Fdirtthéew months of its
existence the organization did not do much either to enforce the law or to apprehend or punish
criminals. In order to have the impact they desired the vigilantes needed greater numbers, and
better organization.

To accomplish thosends, the vigilantes held their first largeale organizational
meeting on April 5, 1885. |1t took place on a
| ocated near Kirbyville, an area t heedthssi dent
location because it gave them a clear view of the surrounding countryside, which provided
security in case someone wished to spy on the proceedings or ambush them. According to James
A. Del ong, Nat hani el Ki nney wenttstheanpeting place e ar | vy
alone, ostensibly to ensure its security. The vigilante leaders had invited those they wished to
recruit into the organization ahead of time. As the morning broke, a small handful of men
approached the meet inigeyp!| saIt@uli o e eredri hteo a
top of the hill they met Kinney, who greeted them all as they arfffed.

As the day wore on more men arrived, eventually bringing the total to roughly 100. When
it looked like no more would come, ey stood up to address the crowd. He gave what
witnesses desstibedngsofiatbboodver the bl oody
preserved the exact text of Kinneyods speech,

f ol I o wswill betdMk af bur sons and daughters? Our lives, our property, and our liberty

12 Taney County New&7 September 1888; Jefferson Migily Tribune 19 September 1888; New York
Sun 23 December 188&tone County News Oragcké October 1963lames A. Delong wake editor of th&aney
County Newst that timeThe story quoted here first appeared ia diefferson Cityaily Tribune Delong reprinted
the story in his own paper noting that it was an accur
significant change, correctingtiier i bmme&8pel | i ng of Kinneydés name from fiCe
Kinney. o T Isennoiee that opmomekts of the Bald Knobbers disputed the accuracy of this account of the
meeting, saying that the men who attended it arrived on horsebackmetigp to conceal their approach, nor
showing any fear for their safety.
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are at stake. | appeal to you, as citizens of Taney County, to say what we shall do. Shall we

organize ourselves into a vigilant committee and see that when crimes are cdrtiraittavs

are enforced, or shall we sit down and fold o
men in the crowd shouted B adloquigdismamopgdhe kil 6 Thi
folk at that time, r eplBaldtndbberdatheringé'adi ti onal #

After voting to organize themselves into a vigilance committee, the new recruits took the
membership oath and received instruction concerning the rules and secrets of the order. The
members also voted to elect Nathaniel Kinney dse | eader, or Achieftain,
the first rules which Kinney imposed forbade the use of written records of any kind in order to
preserve the secrecy of the organization. They also adopted-andéary structure, which sub
dividedtheo gani zati on into separate companies, oOfr
it For example, James Del ong, Kinneyds steps
numbered more thaorty men*??

The first public act associated with the Bald Knobbers occurred shortly thereafter, on
April 7, 1885, at Forsyth. Somewhere between
morning a company of betwesixty and 100 armed men rode into town. Tiseyrounded the
county jail, apparently intending to take from it the prisoner Newton Herrell, who had sat there
awaiting trial for the murder of Amos Ring seven months before. When he heard the commotion
out si de, Herrel | , wh ointentioo, begénishoutingdoa help. Zlkedidets h e ¢
demanded the keys to the jail, but Sheriff McHaffie, himself a charter member of the Bald

Knobbers, denied their request. The riders backed down this time, but before leaving town they

12LNew York Sun 23 December 188&tone County New Oraglé October 1963Randolph, 8. These
guotations are found in both sources.

122New York Timesl1 December 183 New York Sun 23 December 188&tone County News Oracke
October 1963
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entered the courthousen d pl aced on the judgeds bench a | e
presumably to signal their desire that the court convict Herrell and punish him accottfingly.
Sheriff McHaffiebs refusal to give the vig
interestingquestions. First, it calls into question whether the Bald Knobbers had really reached a
consensus among themselves about how to punish lawbreakers. Second, it raises the possibility
that a conflict had already arisen among members of the Bald Knobbersle@d Given
Kinneybs election as chieftain just two days
raid on the jail. Sheriff McHaffie evidently did not. One newspaper account suggests that the
riders only intended to scare Herrell, not to lyhaim.'?* If true, that would mean the vigilantes
staged the entire affair as an elaborate ruse to frighten a prisoner and project their own authority.
It hardly seems likely, however, that the Bald Knobbers would have gone to all that trouble to
scare a mawho would soon stand trial for murder. In any event, their escapade did not have the
desired effect. In response to the nightos ev
continuance of his trial and sent him to the Greene County jail in Sprohfdiehis safe
keeping*?® Several months later, on November 2, Herrell escaped from jail and promptly
disappeared. He managed to evadeagture for two years, until lawmen finally caught up with
him at Golden City, Missouri on September 6, 1887.
Despitet he i nconclusive end to the Bald Knobbe
that the vigilantes intended to bring real change to Taney County and that they would no longer
tolerate lawlessness in their communities. About a week after the neanlydhierrell,

Alonzo Prather wrote an editorial in his newspaperHbme and Farmwhich justified the

1Zyandeventer, 23; Groom & McConkey, 6; New Y&un 23 December 188 Kansas City Starl1
December 1886.

2 New York Sun 23 December 1888.

12 pid.; Groom and McConkey, 6.

126 Kansas City Star7 September 1887.
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action and explained what the people could expect from the vigilantes in the future. Prather noted

that for the precedi nug diswoo fo rmetnhor ehea dw ebeekesn finsene

pl aces in the county to discuss the crime sit
Forsyth on Monday night of | ast week, 0 he sai
is likely to be donetoward nf or ci ng the | aw. 0 This demonstr a

prevailing condition of lawlessness in Taney County, where for several years the lawful

authorities had allowed criminals to run ramp

andpayte bil |l s. 0 Hencef oratbh dda nfgc acambii rzaetnison wofu |l Ida

in enforcing the law and apprehending criminals. This new organization, Prather promised,

woul d ensure that f#dAthe | aw willndtmdblaw, leuntiecer ced h

will be force enough to ¥ustain the courts an
The Bald Knobbersoonhad another opportunity to demonstrate what kind of force they

could bring to bear in order to enforce the law and punish criminals. On April 7, 188antke

day as the Bald Knobbersdo attempted | ynching

Dickensonds general store at Eglinton, a s mal

five miles northeast of Forsyth, near the present site of Tanel¥illaylor attempted to

purchase a pair of boots and other items on credit. Since Dickenson had already extended credit

to Taylor without receiving payment he refused to comply with this request. An argument broke

127
128

Taney Count\Home and Farm16 April 1885.

John T.Dickenson immigrated to the United States from England in 1879, bringing with him his wife

Mary and son John. See, John T. Dickenson, 1900 U.S. Census, Missouri, Taney County v@waipTDistrict

132, p . 30. The Dickenson family arri valdnyofBngliShaney Coun
socialistswho founded the town of Eglintoithey wanted to make their colony a socialist utopia located in the heart

of the Anerican wilderness. The colony did not long survive, but some of its members remained, including Mr.

Dickenson, who became a prominent local businessman,-ay@stt er , and a probate judge.
Eglinton Col onyWRWHQMiosl® Summer/Fall19%®8:3; cRoger H. Grant, fMi.
Ut opi an CoMHRGG not 1i (@ctohen 1971): AB.
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out which cul mi nat adthreatening Didkangdn.d1e dsseekeduhe s i n g
storeand left merchandise strewn across the floor, before he walké® out.

A few hours after the confrontation at Dic
where his brother Tubal had recently surreaddo the authorities on the charge of maiming
Al exander Kissee0s cattle. For some unknown r
temporary custody of a deputy, rather than locking him up in the jail. When Frank Taylor arrived
in town, he foundrubal and his guardian on the porch of the Everett saloon. Frank dismounted
in front of the saloon, and without any warning Tubal jumped into the saddle and rod€%way.

The following day, April 8, John Dickenson went to Forsyth. Dickenson naturally
resenéd the treatment he had received from Frank Taylor. In earlier days he might have let
Taylordéds insults and abuses pass. Di ckenson h
and perhaps this new association emboldened him. He swore out an indictanestt Bgnk
Taylor on the charge of disturbing the peace. The grand jury indicted Taylor, but he quickly
posted bond to secure his rele&¥e.

Two days later, on April 10, 1885, Frank Taylor, his brother Tubal, and a friend named
Elijah Sublett, returnedtoh e Di ckenson store. Theyynarkewght v
whip, with the apparent intent of horsewhipping the storekeeper for having Frank indicted. Upon
entering the store Frank Taylor sat down next to Mr. Dickenson and exchanged the customary
Afgod evening.o0 Suddenly, Taylor seized the ol
himself, and the two men struggled with each other until Taylor pulled out his revolver and shot
Dickenson in the mouth, knocking out several teeth and a part leftjswbone. Hearing the

commotion, Mrs. Dickenson attempted to interv

129vandeventer, 228, Groom and McConkey, 8; New YoBun 23 December 1888.
130 |bid.; Groom and McConkey-8.
131 New York Sun 23December 1888Groom & McConkey, 9; Vandeventer, 28.
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commotion the Taylor brothers and Sublett fired at least four more shots, wounding Mr.
Dickenson in the right shoulder, and inflicting sligibunds to Mrs. Dickenson. Neither
personds wouffds proved fatal

The shooting of the Dickensons touched off a huge manhunt. A large search party said to
number fisever al hundred strong, 06 including Ba
search fothe perpetrator§’ The vigilantes especially wanted the Taylors whose many
transgressions made them primary targets for
Taylor brothers gave themselves up when they learned that their victims had not sectmmb
their wounds. Given the countydés |l ong history
thought that they could win an acquittal as Al Layton had done. Or perhaps they thought that
they had better take their chances with the law rather tharunsing into a company of Bald
Knobbers. Still another version of this story suggests that when the Taylors heard about a reward
offered for their capture they devised a plan to enrich themselves. According to this scenario,
they would enlist some of thrdriends to hand them over to Sheriff McHaffie. After the Taylors
posted bonds to secure their release, #fAtheir
t he'i. o

Whatever intentions they may have had, the brothers clearly miscalculatedidtiorsi
On April 15, 1885 they sent a message to Sheriff McHaffie that they wished to surrender in
return for a promise of protection. Two of th

custody and | ocked t hem u pockithatetehrng acompamytofy | ai |

132New York Sun 23 December 188&ansas City Starl1 December 188®jew York TimeslL1
December 18865pringfield Expressl7 April 1885. The sources used here agree concerning the injuries to John T.
Dickenson, but they disagree concerning the injuries to his wifeTifesand theStarsay she was wounded in the
ficheek an @&xpressaady,s0 sthhee r ec ei v e d Sansdystlatalbpllet tookwfrthe tipdof and t he
her finger, while anothegrazed her neck. Moreover, it is unclear who fired which shot.

¥ Kansas City Starl1l December 1886.

¥ yandeventer, 29.
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between 75 and 100 armed men rode into Forsyth and surrounded the jail. Although the men
reportedly wore no masks, none of them was identified afterward, save for Nathaniel Kinney,
whose size made him unmistakable. This tim@ne interfered with their work. Using two

sledge hammers procured from a local blacksmith shop, the men battered down the door to the
jail and broke into the cell holding the Tayldrs.

The men seized the Taylors and took them from the jail. The brotbersealized their
danger and fAbegged piteously for their |ives
town with their captors, Frank Taylor reportedly noticed a young woman named Jennie Lunce
watching from the home of J.S.B. Berry where sloeked. He had once courted her, and so as
he passed by the house he bid farewell td-¥ige next morning Deputy T.H. Toney and
another man named A.L. Parrish discovered the bodies of the Taylor brothers hanging from the
limb of a scrub oak tree roughlw® and a half miles outside of Forsyth. Attached to Tubal
Taylordés shirt they found a placard, with the
These are the first victims to the wrath of outraged citizens. More will follow. The Bald
Knobb'¥besp e this rather obvious clue, the cor
brothersdé deaths concluded simply that the me
hundred men to his jury unknown. o

The hanging of the Taylor brothers came atitécat juncture in the history of Taney
County and Southwest Missouri. During this period the forces of economic modernization,
improved transportation, and mass immigration steadily wore away the foundations of the

traditional rural and communal societythe Ozarks. At the vanguard of this new social order

1% New York Timesl1 December 188&ew YorkSun 23 December 1888.

1% Kansas City Starl1 December 1886.

13"New York Sun 23 December 1888; Jefferson Qiigily Tribune 19 September 1888aney County
News 27 September 1888.

%8 Groom & McConkey, 10.
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came a group of men determined to remake Ozarks society in their own image. Although their
backgrounds varied significantly, they did share certain traits. They were predominantly middle
class and uppeclass men, many of whom came from states in the North or the Midwest. Several
of them had served in the Union army, or else belonged to families that had supported the Union
during the Civil War, and most of the veterans continued to identify with tienldause

through participation in organizations such as the Grand Army of the Republic. A majority of
them belonged to the Republican Party, although there were significant exceptions (e.g.,
Kinney). Most importantly, they shared a common vision of the kif society they wanted to

build in the Ozarks, which included new roads, bridges, banks, railroads, responsible local
government, and prosperity based on free markets and free labor. The Bald Knobber movement
championed this vision, and drew into iteka those who believed in it. They identified the
enemies of their cause as the numerous outlaws and petty criminals who had long plagued their
communities and the corrupt courthouse ring of Democratic politicians who they believed had
burdened them withreoutrageous public debt. The lynching of the Taylor brothers demonstrated

their willingness to use violent force to remove these obstacles to progress.
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CHAPTERS: THE PURGING OF TANEY COUNTY

The lynching of Frank and Tubal Taylor set offtain of events that few of the Bald
Knobbers who participated in the hangings could have predicted. These included the emergence
of an organized opposition to the vigilantes, an escalation of violence between them and their
opponents, and the eventuakintention by the state government. The initial response to the
lynchings, however, was widespread apprehension about what might come next. Following the
Tayl or brothersd untimely demise, at | east a
have secodh thoughts about their activities. Some members, including Emmett Everett and Jim
Parnell, quit the group shortly after the lynching. These drop outs felt that they had joined the
organization to enforce the law and to assist legitimate law officersy sabvert or take the law
into their own hand5For most of the band, however, the real concern was whether their action
would meet with the approval of their fellow citizens, on whose sentiments their survival
depended. Over the next couple of weeksBiled Knobbers held meetings to discuss the mood
of the public. They took heart when they learned that most of their neighbors approved of the
Taylor lynching, and few wanted to see the men who took part in it prosédutéatt, their
actions brought nre recruits into their ranks, which according to some sources soon swelled to

at least 300 meh.

! Mary Hartman and Elmo IngenthroBald KnobbersVigilantes on the Ozarks Fronti¢Gretna, LA:
Pelican Publishing Compan{989), 60.
2Wwilliam L. Vandeventer,Justice in the Rougtspringfield, MO: The Author, 1937), 340.
3 Estimates of the numerical strength of the Bald Knobbers in Taney County vary dessthding on the
source On March 6, 1886 the Jefferson Cigily Tribuneestimated that the vigilantes numbered around 300 men
out of around 1,200 males of voting age in the county. By contin@sBald Knobber chronicle@harles H. Groom
and D.F. McConkey estimated that the Taney County vigilantes numbered dr@00 at the height of their
influence. See, Charles H. Groom and D.F. McConkely,e Bal d Knobbers or Citizends
Christian Counties, Mi ssouri: A History of Southwest
Workings, andrinal Termination(Forsyth, MO: Groom & McConkey, 1887), Additionally, the Springfieldaily
Herald (March 13, 1886) estimated that around 300 Bald Knobbers attended a mass meeting at Forsyth on March
10, 1886, and thEew YorkTimes(December 11, 188&nd the New YorlSun(December 23, 1888&)oth estimated
that around 500 Bald Knobbers attended the final public meeting of the Bald Knobbers on April 18ii&86e
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With the support of their community, the Bald Knobbers felt emboldened to begin
purging Taney Counfyriving out criminals and other people whose presengedbesidered
undesirable. Contemporary observers reported
popul ation who discovered Athat while horses
catch after dark, the farmers were raising more hemp thanevierdr e . 6 The possi bi |
receiving a visit from fithe dreaded Bald Knob
a long time since they had seen their kinfolks in Arkansas, and they generally took the trip
f or t HAmohgthe dirst people tteave were Francis and Matilda Taylor, the parents of
Frank and Tubal Taylor whom the Knobbers had so recently dangled from their ropes. The
Taylors moved the remainder of their family to Marionville in Lawrence County. Frank and
Tubal 6s br daylereenrplleddi MationvélenCollege, where he joined the Methodist
Episcopal Church and taught Sunday school. William Taylor would hihasetplay a role in
the Bald Knobber story the following year.

Over the next several months many other famiiied individuals followed the Taylors
out of Taney County. No one knows exactly how many people the Bald Knobbers drove out, but
enough examples exist to suggest that scores of people left, if not hundreds. The Bald Knobbers
commonly referred to theirmtetod of evicti on as fAwarning out . C

the victimbébs home by a group of riders. Often

Bald Knobbers kept no membership records, their exact numerical strength canenavelytestablished. | lean
toward the lower end of the numerical spectrum, however, because of the relatively small population of the county,
and because of the tendency of observers to overstate the number of people in crowds. An even lower estimate
cooes from historian Thomas Spencer, who suggested that
to one hundred active members. d See, -Balthknobbess, Pdliitics,Spencer
and the Culture of Violence inthe Ozay8661 8 9 0. 06 | n T h o make Oler MiSsowei Mistay. , ed. |,
Populists, Prostitutes, and Regular F@&olumbia, MO: University of Missouri Press, 2004), 37. Spencer does not
explain how he arrived at this estimate, however, and | believe @ Iswoin light of the evidence cited above.

*Taney County Time47 November 1887 he wor ds fArai sing more hempd in
play on words suggesting the use of hemp for making nooses.

®Groom and McConkey, 1&or t he members of the Taylor househol d
U.S. Census, Missouri, Taney County, Swan Township, District 124, p. 21.
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their presence, followed by a stern warning to the transgressor to flee or face sa@guemtes.
Frequently the riders left a bundle of hickory switches at the doorstep of the evictee. The number
of switches represented the number of days the victim had to depart before the Bald Knobbers
would pay him a return visft.

A residennamedBenBoyd received one of the first of these visits from the vigilantes.
Boyd lived with his family across the White River from Forsyth. By the fall of 1885 he had
gained a reputati ono fsoav dirl alr ceefn oluissabootiesicd h bva rt s
alleged theftsThe Bald Knobbers decided to expel him from Taney County. One night Charles
Groom |l ed a small group of four riders to Boy
dog alerted him to their arrival, and he quickly took refuge undertigattructure. As they
arrived, the men called for Boyd to come out to meet them. He refused and asked them what they
wanted. Groom replied that they had received
distinguishing your property from that of your neighy and consequently your neighbors are
objecting to your residing |l onger in the comm
days to leave before they paid him another visit. Boyd, perhaps feeling relieved to hear that they

did not want to punishihm t hat ni ght, replied AHell, I 61 1

o~

promised to | eave the county by 10 o6éclock th
family departed for Arkansas the next day.

Several members of the Pruitt clan receiviedlar warnings from the Bald Knobbers.
The family of Wi lliam H. Pruitt received the
with the wrong end of the mule, and you have

their point, the note contaed a picture of a tree with a noose hanging from it. The families of

®Vance RandolphThe Bald Knobbers: The Story of the Lawless NRjlders Who Ruled Southern
Missouri int h e (Birard, KS: Haldemadulius Publications, 1944)1-12.
"Vandeventer, 745.
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Reuben Pruitt, Wade Pruitt, and James Pruitt received similar messages. According to the Anti
Bald Knobber, Sampson Barker, a band of about 65 Bald Knobbers paid a nocturnal visit to the
home of one of the Pruitt families (he did not specify which one). During the course of the raid
the vigilantes fAnabused his hal ffooteddandsemic wi f e
naked girl children, 0 ki kwalsdfthelpcor nfisarable logyhutd o g ,
in which thely were camped. o

J.F. Grant and his family, including his wife and three children, also received an eviction
order from the Bald Knobbers, as did three of the Orr brothers and their families. The Bald
Knobbers also paid nigktme visits to the homes of Robert Patterson, Frank Grand, and James
Coffer, an fiold inoffensive mano who never qu
paupero at the time of his evi ctizebamannmamedanot h
Edward Tuttle and kept him prisoner for a whole day and night. They told the terrified man that
they wanted to hang him, and even forced him to make out a will. In the end Tuttle only saved
himself from a lynching by promising to sell liesm and leave the county immediately. Tuttle
sold his farm at a considerable loss and moved his family to Christian County.

The Bald Knobbers targeted some people on the suspicion of criminal activity. Others
had to go because they were connected iresmay to the Democratic political machine that the

voters had recently deposed in the 1884 election. Still others the Bald Knobbers forced out

8 Jefferson CityDaily Tribune 10 November 1885; Sampson Barker to Governor John S. Marmaduke,
Forsyth, MO, March 20, 1886, Missouri State Archivekgl | ut a nt PapasBexr88 Fofder 7Hereafter,
Missouri State Archives will be abbreviated MSA. Thébunearticle spells the names of William H. Pruitt and
Reuben Pruitt as fAPruet, o but the correct spallké,i ng can
and in the 1880 census records.
° Jefferson CityDaily Tribune 10 November 1885; Barker to Governor Marmaduke, Forsyth, MO, March
20,1886, MSAAdj ut ant Ge rBexr8& Folder 7TRareferance to the three of the Orr brothers

probablye f er s t o James, Lewis, George, and Brazzeal Orr, f
Census records show that all four were born and in Maries County, Missouri to James and Temperance Orr.
Unfortunately, it is not clear which threeokth f our br ot hers were expelled from T

1860 U.S. Census, Missouri, Maries County, Boone Township, p. 9.
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simply because they somehow had managed to anger, annoy, or inconvenience the vigilantes.
Examples of such coear abound. The Bald Knobbers expelled Jerome Winslow, a young man
described in newspaper accounts as dwel | conn
warned out Jefferson Weaver, the soaw of exSheriff John Mosely, possibly to keep him

from testifying against a Bald Knobber who was on trial for felonious assault. A man named
Jonathan Brooks received a warning from the Bald Knobbers that he had built a fence on a

public road. The fence inconvenienced some of his Bald Knobber neighbors,denedoinim to

move it. When he failed to comply, they destroyed it at night. He wisely decided not to rebuild it.

Anot her man drew the Bald Knobberds ire durin
possession of a farm. The Bald Knobbers senthimawrnteert e t el |l i ng him fApol
firmlyo not to fAimeddl e with Mrs. s or
homestead; dondét make any more threats to sen
also allow her to cultivate thecrdpat her husband planted. Dondt
obey it to the letter, or® we will use you in

Neither political connections nor social stature protected those who attracted the Bald
Knobbersd wrath. Bfahe peace ia @Iydr Eownslhiiphhad tg laawe (Taneye
County because, according to one newspaper ac
Bald Knobber. o The same article reported that
young mennamed Cobgur no wi t hout a warrant, and took t|
$25. 00 for carrying concealed weapons. 0 The f

Coggburn, whom the newspaper called Aone of t

10 Jefferson CityDaily Tribune 10 November 1885.

101



treasurer of the local Masonic Lodge. John S. Coggburn was also the uncle of Andrew
Coggburn, who within a few months would die at the hands of Nathaniel Kifhney.

The Bald Knobbers also paid visits to the homes of John H. Haworth and M.P. Boyd, and
fired gunshots into their houses in an attempt to intimidate them and drive them away. John
Haworthdés uncle, Jordan M. Haworth, was a pro
served a term as the presiding | ud@tweirothe t he ¢
Missouri General Assembly. John Haworth himself belonged to the Forsyth Lodge, Number 453,
of the Free Masons and hadfoainded (with his uncle) the first Christian Church in Taney
County*? Many years later Haworth wrote an account ofaxigeriences during the Bald
Knobber years in which he recalled that the raid on his house stemmed from his decision to rent
a farm about ten miles south of Forsyth. Apparently, several Bald Knobbers wanted to purchase
the place, but as long as Haworth hild lease they could not do so. On the night in question a
party of about 20 Bald Knobbers led by a man named McGill (probably Joe McGill) came to his
home. McGill asked him if he intended to keep his lease. Haworth replied that he did even if
feveroff ecaorrn cost me a dollar. o6 McGill warned
Several of the Bald Knobbers then fired shots

turned around and rode dff.

Y pbid.; Janice Loon e yl,8 giamiediver Valle@istgrigabQuarterly9, o866 6
(Winter 1987): 89. Hereafter, th&Vhite River Valley Historical Quarterighall be abbreviated/RVHQ The Daily
Tribune does not identify the father of the two Coggburn boys by name, but John S. Coggburn is the most likely
candidate since he was the only male head of a household named Coggburn who would have had two adult sons in
1885. See, AJohn Coggburn, 6 1880 U.S. Census, Missour.i
2 Barker to Governor Marmaduke, ForsykhQ, March 20, 1886MSA,Adj ut ant GermBexr al 6 s Pa
88, Folder 7BartonC. Ever ettt , f 6 UMRVHQ, nd. @ (Spring 1872, defferdom Citypaily
Tribuneg 16 Decembet876
3. H. Haworth, @Tane WRCHQ] na YSpihg, 1986): RA1oThibaeticleswas
published posthumously after Mr. Haworthés death in 19
Jefferson CityDaily Tribune 7 March 1886.
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As theprecedingepisodes demonstrate, iddition to enforcing the law, the Bald
Knobbers were not above using their power to intervene in private disputes between neighbors.
Many of them apparently felt that their authority also extended to matters of private morality and
vice. If the Bald Knobhbes believed a man had abused his wife or neglected to support his
family, he could find himself the recipient o
would fitake him from his bedgrawd sldpeei ogt oj u
Bald Knobbers took special notice of any public disruptions made during religious services.
Nathaniel Kinney, a very religious man, used to teach a Sunday school at the Oak Grove
school house near Kirbyville. Ki nmfommanyaf eput at
the young roughnecks with whom he so frequently clashed as a vigilante leader. Richard Prather,
who attended Kinneyds Sunday school as a boy,
hellionso sitting i n stessen TheaeadimousKinneylwalked bapkt e d K
to where the Ayoung scampso were sitting and
of you and 1611 throw you out of the window. 0
left the church and rodsff firing their pistols into the air in defiance.

Not all of the roughnecks showed such discretion. In September, 1885 local authorities
issued a warrant for the arrest of two of the three Mercer brothers on the charge of disturbing
public worship. OrSeptember 29, Deputy Sheriff Arter Kissee, a Bald Knobber and a brother of
Al exander Kissee, took the warrant to the Mer
found Buck Mercer, one of the two men named in the warrant. Kissee entered the cahinefrom t

back door. When Mercer saw the officer coming toward him he ducked out the front door. On

4 Robert L. HarperAmong the Bald Knobbers: A History of thesperadoes of the Ozark Mountains,
Their Atrocious Deeds, Rendezvous, Homes and Habits, the Arrest and Corfd@liticom, MO: The Author,
1888), 19.

“Richard Prather, fCap @2 Khisiisméyed maBusdript frokhihe bybne r Chi e f
Morrow Collection. Hereafter, the Lynn Morrow Collection shall be abbreviated LMC.
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his way out Mercer grabbed his shotgun, which unfortunately he discovered was unloaded. He
ran around the back of the house intending to grab his other gun vehiddHeft leaning
against the rear wall of the cabin. Kissee met him coming out the back door and fired a shot into
the manés chest® killing him instantly.

One of the young hellions who delighted in
Andrew Coggburnnephew of John S. Coggburn and cousin to the two young men whom the
Bald Knobbers had arrested for carrying conce
congregation held a Sunday school convention at their church. One morning the participants
openel the door to find that someone had left a coat in the church. The coat had a placard on it
mar ked with skull and crossbones, and the wor
Knobber leadet’ Affixed to the front door of the church they also fownthiniature coffin with
a buckshot ball and a note inside. The note r
favorite role. o Several of the Coggburn boys,
attended the church that morning. The Coggbemdently found it amusing to observe the
discomfort their actions had caused. Kinney later recalled that when he saw the coffin with the
omi nous note he Acalled everybody up to see i
man who did thisiséhr e and he wi |l | A&he Coggburblmys cdiriednor e |

weapons with them, so no violence occurred at that time, but someone later said that their sisters

had revolvers concealed under their dresses in case their men needed them. After that day

16 Groom and McConkey, 14; New YoBun 23 December 1888; Kansas C8tar, 30 September 1885.
" Kansas Citylournal 13 April 1886.
'8 Interview with SpringfieldDaily Herald, 6 March 1886, quoted in Groom and McConkey, 36.
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Ki nney and t he Cigegsgeach watcking thevatherdest ha nkgat paunce on
him und®wares. o

Kinneyds stern warning to Andrew Coggburn
from continuing to antagonize the Bald Knobber chieftain and his followers. At some point he
decided pon a rather innovative method of expressing his disrespect for the vigilante leader. He
wrote a satirical song titled AThe Ball ad of
old ditty AMy Name is Charl es Girientdsenajayedo The s
singing whenever they wanted to annoy the Bald Knobbers, mocked the vigilantes for their pride,
greed, and abuses of power. At least two different versions of the song exist, indicating that it
may have gone through multiple revisions aadiactions over time, but both versions contain a
verse aimed directly at Nathaniel Kinney:

There is one big Bald Knobber

Whose Name | will Expose,

His Name is Nat N. Kinney,

And he wears his federal clothes.

He tries to boss the people

And make then do his will.

Therebdbs some t hat does not fear hi m,
But others mind him stiff°

The disturbances surrounding Nathani el Kin

and the Coggburn family, underscored the escalating tensions between the Bald Krabbers a

¥ Kansas Citylournal 13 April 1886.The articles in the Kansas Cilpurnaland the Springfieldaily
Herald disagree on two small but interesting points. Diafly Herald only mentions the miniature caff not the
coat with the placard, and whereas dbarnalsays that the miniature coffin was placed on the coab #ilg
Herald says that it was affixed to the front door of the schoolhouse. SinGmatlyeHerald drew its information
from an interviewwith Nathaniel Kinney, thdournab s descr i pti on of the coat with t
have been an invention added after the fact. | have left it in my account, however, because it could just as easily be a
true detail which th®aily Herald left out.
®vanceRandolpiT he Devi |l 6s Pretty Daugh(Neswwork:@hmbiaOt her Ozar
University Press, 1955), 3#2; Hartman and Ingenthrp@7-100. Randolph attributed the song to Coggburn alone,

but Hartman and Ingenthrenu ggest ed t hat other individuals such as Ar
or Aunt Matt Moore, may have contributed verses to it as well. Additionally, the version of the song found in

Hart man and Ingenthronés boek shasn sSeavBeaidbbem®sedhsges
Daughter

105



those who found their tactics heavy handed and unjust. Those tensions only increased when, on
December 19, 1885, the Taney County courthouse mysteriously burned down. Only two sets of
records survived the fire. County treasurer Charles Groom, a Balthknananaged to rescue
enough of Taney Countyds tax records to furmni
Clerk Thomas A. Layton, an ArBald Knobber who still held office by virtue of winning a
four-year term in 1882, managed to rescue &kboacc ont ai ni ng the abstracts
land titles®!

The actual cause of the fire remains unknown, but the people of Taney County had no
shortage of theoriesn the matterThe Bald Knobbers blamed the fire on their enemies,
particularly the membersf the old Democratic courthouse ring that the voters had thrown out in
the election of 1884. This included former Sheriff John Meysébrmer Prosecutor T.C.
Spellings, former County Judge J.J. Reynolds, and Thomas A. Layton, the current county clerk,
who still held office by virtue of winning a four year term in 1882. After retaking the county
courthouse the new Republican regime petitioned the Circuit Court to appoint an independent
investigator to go over the ceaceofthgios books, p
predecessorso6 financial misdeeds. The Democr a
hide and that an investigation would only vindicate them. Before any investigation could
proceed, however, the courthouse burned down. The Bald Iénoblaimed that the members of
the old regime had burned down the courthouse in an attempt to cover their tracks. Their
opponents, by contrast, claimed that the vigilantes themselves had set the fire, possibly to destroy
the countyo6s | alowdhe Ball Krobbdrsto mush praperty toveners off their

land. Vance Randolph, in his historical narrative of the Bald Knobbers, wrote that one Bald

1 Goodspeed Brothers, Reminiscent History of the Ozark Region: Comprising A Condensed General
History, A Brief Descriptive History of Each County, and Numerous Biographical Sketches of Prominerg Gfitizen
such Countie¢Chicago: Goodspeed Brothers, Publishers, 1894), 105; NeworiR3 December 1888.
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Knobber fAimade a great deal of money over a | o
ifthecouny records had been preserved. o0 He did not
any further elaboratioff.
Neither of these explanations seems very plausible. Even if the Bald Knobbers had
wanted to start the blaze, they must have realized that thefeegtacing the courthouse would
add to the countyods al r e-pagleystheyavarged to dlimibate. Ito ur d e n
1890, state representative Alonzo Prather managed to convince the General Assembly to
underwrite the construction of a newucthouse, but in 1885 no one knew that would happen.
Likewise, if the former county officials whom the Bald Knobbers accused of starting the fire
wanted to destroy evidence of financial malfeasance, why not get rid of any incriminating
evidence before leawg office? Why take the risk of committing arson? Moreover, nineteenth
century courthouses were typically constructed of wood, packed full with flammable material,
and heated using wood stoves or open fireplaces. Thus, they had a notorious propeyusitg for
up in flames’® So the blaze that destroyed the Taney County courthouse may have had an
entirely innocent explanation. This seems like a more probable scenario than any of the
conspiracy theories. Unfortunately, in the tense and highly suspiciousptere of 1885 and
1886, few people gave their neighbors from th
Following the courthouse fire of 1885, two events took place which helped push the Bald
Knobbers and their opponents perilously close to open violence against one another. The first

was the murder of Mack Dimmock, a young mentally retarded man from Mdieonv

22 New York Sun 23 December 188 aney County New&7 September 1888efferson CityDaily
Tribuneg 19 September 188&andolph, 12.

Z According to a 1944 article in tHiwurnal of Southern Historyn state of record keeping in the South,
virtually every state fihas had many and disastrous cou
have had 54 and 35 courthouse free s pecti vel y. See, J. G. De Roul hac Hami
Records, 16074 9 0 Jourdal of Southern Histord0, no. 1 (February, 1944): 15.
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Lawrence County, who died in a gulch near t
Roado) which ran through Taney County. Many
this terrible crime to William Taylor, the brother of Frank and Tubaldrayho had perished

the previous April.

In late February, 1886, William Taylor hired Mack Dimmock, who owned a horse and
buggy and a wagon, to take him on a short trip into Taney County, ostensibly to purchase a load
of timber there. About five days lat€aylor returned to Marionville, with the horse, buggy,
wagon, and lumber, but without Dimmock. He had a bill of sale that he acknowledged writing,
but claimed that Dimmock had signed it, selling him the horse and other equipment for $60 in
cash and a proissory note for another $60. Taylor claimed that during their journey Dimmock
left him at a place called Camp Spring in Taney County. Dimmock, he explained, intended to go
to Springfield and take a train to lllinois to see his mother who had recently i@red Many
people had suspicions about the accuracy of this story, but no one investigated the matter until
Mrs. Dimmock, anxious over not hearing from her son, wrote from lllinois to Deputy Sheriff
S.R. Stafford in Marionville asking him to find the ymuman. Stafford set out for Taney
County retracing the route Taylor and Dimmock had followed. In Taney County he met some
men who told him they had seen the body of a young male in a deep gulch not far from the road.
The lawman found the body and brougtiiack to Marionville, where someone identified the
remains of the unfortunate victim as young Mack Dimmock. Stafford then filed formal charges

against William Taylor for murdéet:

24 Groom and McCokey, 1012; Vandeventer, 335; State of Missouri vs. William Taylot886, MSA,
Taney County Circuit Court FileReel No. C 37192, Box 1, FolderBoth the accounts by Groom and McConkey
and Vandeventer describe Stafford as a fidetective, 0
sheri ff.o
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Since the murder had taken place in Taney County, the authorities thexe gswarrant
for Taylordés arrest on March 30, 1886. They i
to await trial there. Not surprisingly, William Taylor feared to return to Taney County lest he
should die at the end of a rope like his brothBoshe made an impassioned appeal to the
authorities in his own county to send him to the Greene County jail in Springfield instead, where
at | east he would have protection from the Ba
the deathof hislrt her s fAwho were disposed of by the Ta
would not survive i f sent there. I n view of h
Lawrence County granted Taylords requeit and
the next term of the Circuit Court in Forsyth held in April, 1886.

Around the same time that Taylor allegedly murdered Mack Dimmock, another tragic
event took place in Taney Counat the Oak Grove schoolhouse near Kirbyville where
Nat hani e Sunday schod mei. ©n Sunday, February 28, Nathaniel Kinney took his
young son Paul to the schoolhouse to attend an evening service held by the Reverend H.C.
Dennison. He met Andrew Coggburn and Samuel H. Snapp outside the doors of the schoolhouse.
The exat sequence of events that followed became the subject of much debate in the ensuing
months, but this much remains clear: moments after meeting him at the schoolhouse Nathaniel
Kinney shot and killed Andrew CoggbufhThe rest of the story depends largetywhich
narrative one chooses to believe.

According to the praBald Knobber version of the event, the service had already started

by the time that Kinney arrived. One of Kinne

% |bid.
%6 New YorkTimes 5 March 1886; Jefferson Citpaily Tribune 7 March 1886; Springfiel®aily Herald,
11 March 1886Springfield Expres$ March 1886. Some historians mistakenly give the date of this event as March
12, 1886, a mistake that stems from CharlesH.@ro@a nd D. F. McConkeyds wusually rel
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Branson, noticed Coggburn and Spap attendance and ran to warn the Bald Knobber chieftain
to take precautions in case they meant harm to him. Kinney strapped on his revolver and headed
toward the Church. When they arrived at their destination, Kinney and his son tied their horses
abouta hundred feet from the schoolhouse door and cautiously approached on foot. According to
Ri chard Prather, Kinneyds son Paul |l ater told
frame for protection. As they approached the building Kinney maddedigures of two men
standing in the shadows on either side of the door. According to Paul Kinney, it seemed at the
time like a deliberate attempt to ambush his father. Kinney stopped, drew his revolver, and called
out to the two men to raise their haraat&l come into the light. Andrew Coggburn stepped into
the light and raised his left hand, but with his right he attempted to draw his own revolver, at
which point Kinney shot him once in the body causing him to fall backward onto the ground. As
hedied, ©ggburn tossed up his pistol into the air
Turning to Sam Snapp, Kinney leveled his gun and asked him what he intended to do. Snapp
replied that he had no weapon and would do nothing, so Kinney sent him baeklesid
schoolhouse to wait for the authorities to arfile.

Kinney then went to the doorway of the building and instructed everyone inside to wait
until he told them they could leave. He picked out several men from the crowd whom he knew
personally, and askiethem to come outside and build a fire in order to provide some light at the
crime scene. When his men had finished this task, Kinney allowed the congregants to leave the
buil ding one at a time, Kkeeping t heboutfbbad ones
sight. o Then he surrendered to Deputy Sheriff

coronerod0s inquest held the following morning

?"Groom and McConkey, 221 ; Ri chard Prather, fACapd Kinney, Balc
SpringfieldDaily Herald,11 March 1886.

110



cleared Kinney of all chargé& Some people doubted the vatjdof this conclusion, given the
fact that Kinney and several of his supporters showed up at the hearing heavily armed with
firearms and other weapons, ostensibly to pro
relatives or friends. Kinney himself carriadevolver and a doublearreled shotgun, despite the
fact that the countyodos | aw offfTheecsrsnieltbsoffi
examined one witness, a man named John Davis, who had attended the service that night.
Neither PauKinney nor Sam Snapp testified, even though both actually witnessed the ¥illing.

Those hostile to the Bald Knobbers told a very different version of the story. What the
Bald Knobbers described as a simple case ofdadéinse, their enemies described as acold
blooded murder. The basic details of this version of the event came fror8riqup, the only
Anti-Bald Knobber present at the scene of the killing. He told his story to Adjutant General
James C. Jamison about six weeks after Coggbu
Coggburn had gone to the schoolhouse together simply to #tiesdrvice. They got up to
leave the service, and as they exited the building they saw Nathaniel Kinney walking towards the
door. Coggburn turned to Snapp and asked, fDo
understood him to mean Reuben Bransonthadther Bald Knobbers present at the service.
nNo, |l think not, o Snapp replied. Coggburn th
are you, Cap?0 Kinney i mmediatel y idthrowup hi s we
y o ur hHe regeatédie command three times, to which Coggburn repfiebdave my
hands um After the third command Kinney fired his revohaardfiCoggburn fell dead,
excl ai mi ng, &Rapp claimedthat Cogyblure lthd rd veapon on his person when

he died,andhdi d not Adraw or attempt to draw a pist

BRichard Prather, fiCap6 Kinney, Bald Knobber Chief,
2 New York Timess March 1886; Jefferson Cifyaily Tribung 7 March 1886.
30 SpringfieldDaily Herald, 11 March 1886.
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younger man had both hands Araised up above h
in tHhem. o
Kinney then turned toward Snapp and asked him if he had a weapon. Snaeg hssu
that he did not, and Kinney ordered the frightened man to go back into the church. A party of
armed Bald Knobbers soon gathered and kept the doors to the building closed for roughly a half
an hour and did not allow anyone to go in or out. WherBtld Knobbers finally allowed the
crowd of worshipers to go home, Snapp noticed a Bald Knobber named Hensley (probably
Augustus or William P. Hensl ey) nAfeeling in a
Snapp maintained that he did not testiffler e t he coroner 6s jury beca
Ssubpoena ordering him to do so, even though a
all the time, or nearby chopping wood, not over 100 yards from the public road and in plain view
ofitallthe ti meéand could have been subp®enaed i f
No one will ever know exactly what happened outside the Oak Grove Church that
February nightbutsince | havesummarized the two competing narratives of this evézdl
compelled & offer my own interpretation. | do not believe that either Andrew Coggburn or Sam
Snapp went to the church service that night intending to assassinate Nathaniel Kinney.
Everything about Cogghb u mnaudisg hibdshuptions atiKn ue@y @ ® t h
Sunday School, his threats against the Bald Knobber chieftain, and hiBaatKnobber song
i paints him more as a juvenile agitator rather than a calculating killer. His casual greeting to

Ki nney moments before hi ssmtdiahe typical patenofamr e y ou

31 Statement of Samuel H. Snapp to Adjutant Gene@aldamisonForsyth, MO, April 9, 1886MISA,
Adjut ant Ge rBexr88 Folder 7JBraigprennade, &porton his trip to Taneyo Governordohn S.
Marmadéjzkewhichincludes statements he took from many individuals including Samuel Snapp.

Ibid.
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Ozarks ambush: bushwhackers did not greet their victims before killing*téon.does it seem
probable that either Coggburn or Snapp would risk ambushing Kinney outside a church where
they knew other Bald Knobbers attked services. It seems more likely, therefore, that the two
men went to the church service to antagonize Kinney and the other Bald Knobbers, as Coggburn
had often done before.

| do not believehoweverthat Nathaniel Kinney murdered Andrew Coggburn ildco
blood andl have several reasons for this conviction. First, Kinney saw hirasalt/igilante
| eader, not an outl aw. Whatever one may think
clearly believed that he enforced law and order in his comgnuntentionally murdering
someone outside a church service would have seriously undermined tiaggef not to
mention his reputation among his neighbors and peers. Moreover, with his young son present,
Kinney would have felt reluctant to do anythithgit could escalate the crisis into a violent
confrontation. On the other hand, if he believed that the situation posed a threat to his life or that
of his son, he might well have felt compelled to act preemptively. In the dark Kinney might not
have beenlae to tell whether Coggburn carried a weapon, and even if he did not have one, as
Snapp insisted, Kinney probably assumed that he did. A lifetime of violent encounters, first
during the Civil War and then as a member of a militia company in Kansas, haddaught
him to suspect a possible ambush and act accordingly.

In the long run, however, it did not matter exactly how Coggburn died. The larger
significance of his death is that it hardened the positions of both the Bald Knobbers and their

opponentsAs a result of the killing an organized Afgald Knobber opposition faction began to

¥Duringthe CivlwWart he term fibushwhackero was generally defi
from cover at an unsuspecting and unprepared victim. S
in Northern Ar kans @rkanshuHistoncg QuartedP4,@o. 8 (SUmmiYa1865)01-30. If
Coggburn and Snapp were indeed trying to ambush or HfAbu
Coggburnds greeting would have surrendered the critica
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take shape. The opposition aimed to end vigilante justice using public protest, political agitation,
and potentially violent force. For the first time it became possibépeak of the AntBald

Knobbers as a specific group of people rather than-aefithed collection of dissidents. The

names of at least twengyx of these antvigilantes can be identified using newspaper accounts,
their letters to public officials,ral other primary and secondary sources. Using a similar array of
sources, the names of at least fartyp Bald Knobbers can also be identifféd.

An investigation into the backgrounds of these men makes it possible to offer certain
general observations aldiaach group, and suggests several points of comparison between the
two. First, the AntiBald Knobbers came from very similar geographic backgrounds. All but two
of the twentysix anttvigilantes can be found in U.S. census records. Nearly half of the
remander, eleven of twentfour, were born in Missouri, four were born in Tennessee, three in
Virginia, one in Kentucky, one in Arkansas, and one in North Carolina. Only three hailed from
outside of the South, including one from Indiana and two from Illiffolus, the AntiBald
Knobber cause seemed to draw recruits primar.
also attracted people with deep family roots in the community. As seen in chapter one, many of
the supporters of the antigilante causeame from families that had moved to Southwest

Missouri very early in the settlement period, often before the Civil War. Such families included

3 Many of these nameparticularly those of the AnBald Knobbersgan be found in a large file of
correspondence pertaining to the troubles in Taney Cou
papers. SedMSA,Adj ut ant Ge rBexr83 Folder 7QRherp &an ke found using articles from
contemporary newspapers such as the Springfield, MisBailyi Herald, the Springfield, MissouDaily
Republicanthe Kansas City, Missoufitar, andthe Jefferson City, MissouBaily Tribune Stil others can be
found using primary sour ce Amang teerBaldKnabbesililahlL.as Robert L.

V an d e v dusticesinm tiiefkougtandChat es H. Gr o om a nthe Bald Knobbdsllbwhikhe y 6 s

are already cited here. Addith a | | vy, I have used EI moBald Kkngbbenst \ligilaates and Mar
on the Ozarks Frontier and Luci | | BaldKrebberdosonflinp thedderdity of many of these

individuals.

% The information related to the place of birth of bBid Knobbers and Anald Knobbers is based on
federal census records for the years 1870, 1880, and 1900. The 1890 census records are unavailable because nearly
the entire 1890 census was destroyed as a result of a fire at the National Archives 8eé%&.1 | ee FBdt a k e, i 6
i n the Pat h TeefFatd ofitee 189D Poputatton Gensisdlogue: Quarterly of the National Archives

28, 0. 1(Spring 1996)64-81.
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the Laytons, the Snapps, and the Coggbtfrasdditionally, Dr. K.L. Burdette and Jordan M.
Haworth also arriveth Southwest Missouri before the Civil WAr.

By contrast, the Bald Knobbers drew recruits from more widespread geographical
backgrounds. Once again, census records can be found for all but two of the vigilantes. Only
twelve of the remaining forty vigilante or three tenths, claimed Missouri as their birth state,
while ten hailed from Tennessee, three from Arkansas, two from Virginia, one from North
Carolina, and one from West Virginia. Interestingly, at least ten of them, or one quarter, came
from places atside of the South, including three from lllinois, two from Indiana, and one each
from Ohio, New York, Massachusetts, and Kansas. One Bald Knobber, John T. Dickenson, came
from as far away as England. Moreover, a significant number of leading vigilauteettiied in
Taney County after the Civil War, many of them in the last ten or fifteen years before the Bald
Knobber period. For example, Nathaniel Kinney brought his family to the county in 1883;
Alonzo Prather arrived with his family in 1880; Augustusndiey moved there with his family
in 1878; James K. Polk McHaffie settled there in 1873; and Charles Groom came to the county
as a young boy in 187%.

In keeping with their predominantly southern backgrounds, most of theBalui
Knobbers old enough toave served in the Civil War sided with the Confederacy. Eight of them
fought in the Confederate Army, compared with only two for the Union. As we shall see later in
this chapter, many of them considered their service a point of pride, and used it ta@appea

Governor John S. Mar @anfedekate govavhorsfer belpragaidssthef i r s t

®Viola Hartman, #Th@RJVH®F noo3n(Spiny 1O80y-8; RuBhaGulls Ryselr,, o
AThe SnapWRVW@nmo.l3ySpring 1971)-3;J ani ce Looney, WRVHD®, aow6 Coggbur i
(Winter 1987): 9.

%" Goodspeed Brothers, 5767 ; Cl aude Hi bbard, AThe Story of Two P
I nt er t MRVH@ 9. 8 (Summer 1966): 3.

¥Kristen Kalen and Lynn Morrow, WRVNG@38, ndk1 (Ratl B993% s Sund a
89;Dougl as Mahnkey, fAThe MaNRNVHQE, yo. 2 (WihterP1O7&1):IbeHoenshel,B1;1 i es, O
Goodspeed Brother$9596; Goodspeed Brothers, 1@5.
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Bald Knobbers. By contrast, the Bald Knobbers sided overwhelmingly with the Union during the
Civil War. As mentioned in chapter one, twelve of the vigilanteglid in the U.S. Army,

compared to only three who fought for the Confedera@ivil War loyalties do not, by

themselves, explain the conflict between the two groups. It is interesting to note, however, the
distinct differences between the military backgrds of the two factions, and this in turn

suggests that wartime loyalties played a role in determining which side many men chose to
support. It also helps to explain their readiness to resort to violence to resolve their disputes.
Nine of the Bald Knobbereterans and four of the Arliald Knobber veterans served in

Missouri units, meaning that they witnessed and participated in some of the cruelest and ugliest
fighting in the war. As a result, they had little reason to feel sympathy or show compassion for
people on the other side.

The two camps also differed in terms of their occupational pursuits. A clear majority of
people on both sides engaged in some form of agriculture, which in Taney County generally
included farming and stoetaising. Among the AntBald Knobbers found in census records,
eighteen out of twentfour, or three fourths, reported themselves as farmers on census returns.
Among the Bald Knobbers just a little more than half, twehtge out of forty, practiced
agriculture as their profes®. Moreover, the Bald Knobbers had more members who practiced
different occupations, or had other professionaddition tofarming, while a greater proportion

of Anti-Bald Knobbers pursued farming as their sole occup&tion.

% The individualsvho served in the Civil Wawere identified usindh| e x ander St rTeeet Press,
American Civil War Research Databaskttp://asp6new.alexanderstreet.com.libezp.lib.lsu.edu/qvadio/
Ancestry.comfiCivil War Collection Bttp://www.ancestry.com/search/rectype/grouplist.aspx?group=CivilWar
“9The occupational statistics cited here are based primarily on federal cecmuisfor the year4870,
1880, and 1900. The census records for 1890 are unavailable because they were destroyed by fire. In addition to
census records, | have gleaned octiopal data from the Goodspeed Broth&eminiscent History of the Ozarks
Region andE.J. and L.S. Hoensh&tories of the Pioneerboth of which are already cited here. | have also
consulted several articles from t¢hite River Valley Historical Quéerly.
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Among the AntiBald Knobbers, nine individuals had jobs other than farming around the
time of the Bald Knobber conflict. They included the county clerk, Thomas Layton, along with
two ministers, two schoolteachers, one mill operator, one physician, oekestper, and one
carpenter. Among the Bald Knobbers, tweniye individuals had jobs other than, or in addition
to, farming. They included eight lawyers, three schoolteachers, three postmasters, three mill
operators, two storekeepers, two merchantsngwespaper publishers, one ferryman, one
minister, one clerk, one physician, and one carpenter.

A surprising number of the Bald Knobbers also served in local political offices. Between
1886 and 1892, four Bald Knobbers occupied the office of sheriff: s)E&mieolk McHaffie,
Galba Branson, Reuben Isaacs, and John Lafayette Cook. Two of the vigilantes, Galba Branson
and Arter Kissee, became sheriffos deputies.
1884 to 1886. Reuben Beedromsl884 to h886, ahd them eeplawesis e s s 0
Anti-Bald Knobber Thomas Layton as county clerk, in which post he served from 1886 to 1888.
Madison Day held the position of county coroner from 1886 to 1890. James A. Delong and
Benjamin Price occupied the office @dunty prosecutor from 1888 to 1890, and 1892 to 1894
respectively’* As discussed earlier in this chapter, the Muid Knobbers also had several
officeholders in their ranks, although most of these were former Democratic officials who had
lost their pogions following the Republican takeover in 1884. These included John Moseley, the
former sheriff, Jordan M. Haworth, a former state representative and justice of the county court,
Thomas A. Layton, the sitting county clerk, and John J. Reynolds and eambsySboth former

probate judge®

*I Missouri Secretary of State's Offideegister of Civil Officers, Vol. 5: Reynoldg/right Counties, 1865
1904 MSA, Record Group 5, Reel No. S83, pp.- 23 See also, ElImo Ingenthrdrhe Land of Taney: A History
of an Ozark Commonweal(Branson, MO: The Ozark Mountaineer, 1983), 437
42 1.
Ibid.
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The greater diversity of occupations among the Bald Knobbers, as well as the greater
number of noragricultural pursuits which many of them practiced reinforced their commitment
to a future of economic modernization,groved infrastructure, and responsible local
government. The predominantly agrarian AB&ld Knobbers, on the other hand, remained
committed to the traditional rural and agricultural values of the Ozarks. They resented being
driven from power in local g@rnment, and chaffed at the Bald Knobbers {fighded methods
and interference in their personal affairs. They viewed the vigilantes as greedy usurpers,
busybodies, and untrustworthy newcomers. But if they wanted to defeat their vigilante
oppressors, thewould need to enlist of the power of the state government. To do that they
would have to wage a vigorous public relations campaign to make their grievances known to a
wider audience, and to the authorities in Jefferson City.

Even before ChggBaldo&ndbhehsodétenemies had
grievances known by speaking out through the press. They received first rate publicity on
November 10, 1 8 8 5 ,-serwirly secretdvii osstate, Michaél K. MtGrathg
published an editorial in &éhJefferson Citpaily Tribune one of the stateds m
Democratic organs. In this editorial McGrath aired many of theBrdil d Knobber sdé cor
against the vigilantes. As a partisan politician, McGrath also attempted to link the Tamgy Cou
Bald Knobbers to the Republ ikinaonganRaiontcgmposddie de s
of Republican officeholders, o and noted that
Bald Knobbers, and that all of the county officers savetwoWwedRea di cal s, 06 a pej or

for Republican$® McGrath may have been sincere, but his /wld Knobber comments were

3 Jefferson CityDaily Tribune 10 November 188%any of t he speci fic acts ment
editorial, such as the eviction of the Pruitts and Orrs, Jefferson Weaver, and Jerome Wiasitso, mentioned in
Sampson Barkerds March 20, 1886 |l etter to Governor Joh
McGrath from Thomas A. Layton (March 4) and J.J. Reynolds (March 12) are also found irARSt&ant
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also part of a larger game of rhetorical awmmanship between Republicans and Democrats. In
the 187006s and 18 8 hadgautindllidensumaed the pdtitecglyasdendant n s
Democrats for being Asoft on crime, 0 and used
and Jesse James to embarrass their oppotfdritas, by blaming the Bald Knobbers on the
Republicans, the seceey of state delivered some payback to Republicans for blaming the James
gang on the Democrats.

Even so, McGrath had the story partially correct. As seen in chapter two, most of the
Bald Knobbers supported the Republican Party, and the emergence ofdiénBblbers
coincided with the ascendance of the Republican Party in Taney County around 1884. McGrath
neglected to mention, however, that the Bald
belonged to the Democratic Party, but chaired the local DetimBarty committee in 1888.
Democras$ John Lafayette CooindJames RVanzand®lso joined the vigilante rank8Thus,
the Bald Knobbers did not agterelyas a cohort of the Republican Party, but rather as a bi
partisan organization, which had oppo#ieel old Democratic courthouse ring because they
associated it with high crime rates and political corruption.

After Andr ew Co g g-BaldrkKnobbers step@ed up theirtphibbcityA n t i

campaign against the vigilantes. Since the newspapers in Taney@sually supported the

Gener al 0Bx8B,&q@den78l, t hough neither of these | etters could
editorial published on November 10, 1885, they do show that he kept in contact with several ofBeddAnti
Knobber leaders in Taney County, which means that heaplplgot his source material from them.

“Wwiliam A. SettleJr,A The James Boys aMHR38/mos4qloly94201R20]In t i cs, O
addition to becoming a political issue between Republicans and Democrats, the James gang and other ex
Confederte outlaws became a source of controversy within the Democratic Party itself, which was divided between
rival factions of exConfederates who sympathized with the James gang addierists who did not. See, T.J.
Stiles,Jesse James: Last Rebel of thellGhar (New York: Vintage Books, 2003), 2688, 28691.

> Michael K. McGrath, edDirectory of Missouri, 18888 (Jefferson City, MO: Tribune Printing
Company, 1888), 179.

“® Cook and Vanzandt were both originally Democrats, though Vanbaiedly joined the Greenbaek
Labor Party when he won the race for state representative in 1882, and Cook joined the Republicans when he ran for
Sheriff to replace the deceased Galba Branson in 1889G8edspeed Brothers, 288.J. and L.S. Hoenshel,
Sories of the Pioneers: Incidents, Adventures and Reminiscences as Told by Some of the Old Settlers of Taney
County, Missour{Branson, MO: White River Leader, 1918),and SpringfieldExpress26 July 1889.
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Bald Knobbers, the AniBald Knobbers mostly aired their grievances in newspapers in nearby
Springfield and other parts of the state. For example, on March 6, 1886, a column by an
anonymous ACiti zen of ngfield DadyyHeraldphicredascribedthe n t h e
Coggburn killing as fdbut an-seatedtabdlongbarishedfin t he m
the hearts of an or gani z*'Tendays latardheerald publishéd mi n at
another broadsidef@e an anonymous fACitizen of Taney Counr
Knobbers as fAan organized clan of marauder s,
symbol of vindictiveness, treachery, and outrage, and whose dark deeds and dangerous menaces
holdar ei gn of force and terror over every citize
editorialist also took aim at Nathaniel Kinne
Cogburn (sic), whom he found and shot down at church, in a most &ndgtabwardly manner,
and who O0packedd the coronerdés jury with d6éBal
bull dozed the ju®fy into acquitting him.o

The AnttBald Knobbers also had objectives that went beyond merely publicizing their
grievances.Oh he Monday foll owing Andrew Coggburnods
opposed to the Bald Knobbers met in Forsyth. There they drafted and signed a petition to the
governor of Missouri, John S. Marmaduke, asking him to intervene on their belelf. Th
petitioners wanted official permission to establish a company of militia in their community, and
weapons with which they would protect themselves and oppose the Bald Knobbers. The
participants at the meeting appointed a committee of three, includifReyriblds, Jordan M.

Haworth, and Dr. Kenneth L. Burdette to carry their petition to the governor in Jefferson City.

" SpringfieldDaily Herald, 6 March 1886.

“8 Spiingfield Daily Herald, 16 March 1886. Both AnfBald Knobber editorials mistakenly referred to
Andrew Coggburn as fJoe Co gdralddichnotacorract, evenshowgh the newsmapee di t or
printed his name correctly in other issues.
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The following day, Kinney and several of his followers appeared in Forsyth and made public
it hreats against t hoisneg whno Miwoandd aayt.toe nGloendc etrhnei nng
the meeting, Kinney reportedly declared fAWe h
will have it.o In the face of such intimidat:.i
Jefferson City, leang only J.J. Reynolds to carry the petition to the governor, which he did on
March 5, 18867

Although only Reynolds risked making the trip to Jefferson City, several otheBAlati
Knobbers supported the petition effort by writing letters to the govexmdb other state officials
affirming the need for state interventidfor example, on March 1, County Clerk Thomas A.

Layton, the only AntiBald Knobber still in office in 1886, wrote to the governor begging him to

heed the AntBald Knobber petitionthdt Dr . K. L. Burdett woold J. M. He
soon bring to Jefferson City. The petition wo
to quell the | awlessnesso in Taney County. La
interventonb ecause the sheriff, James K. Pol k McHaf

along with most of t h&Wheoitbedame apparentthat Butdétte s © i n
and Haworth would not arrive as scheduled, Layton wrote another letter, thie iBeeretary of

State McGrath, beggingtlset at e 6 s pat i Eeegphinad that Buidetteamalt t e r .
Haworth had not yet left because tieywer e wat ched by the Gang of o
af r ai dAcdordinggooLayton, Haworth had become so afraid of the Bald Knobbers that he

left his own house, and had gone to stay abtotherin-l aw o6 s h o rayton beggdde a d .

49 Jefferson CityDaily Tribune 7 March 1886.There are no extant copies of the actuatpilitia petition,
or the | ist of signatures. For a simil ar Stateneotafnt of Ki
H.C. Everett, AntiBald Knolber, to Adjutant General J.C. Jamison, Forsyth, MO, April 9, 1883, Adjutant
Gener al 6Box 88,&q@den7s

0 Thomas A. Layton to Governor John S. Marmaduke, Forsyth, MO, March 1,826 Adjutant
Gener al 6Box 8,d&@denr7sayton curiously does not mention Reynolds, even though he was the one who
actually brought the petition to the governor.

121



Mc Grath to tell the Adutant General dowrrto inqare ints teas ftkre 0

He warned that fAsomething terribled would hap

o

fopponents to this 6Bald Knob Gattg are now p
This subtle allusion to preparations for sgdffense referred to some eastgps that the

Anti-Bald Knobbers had taken toward organizing a militia company, to which they hoped the

governor would give his approval. J.J. Reynolds returned home after his meeting with Governor

Marmaduke, having received a vague promise from thergowéo send a representative to

Taney County who woul d >Afteehts returh fomflefferdorsCitpn b ot h

Reynolds and fellow AntBald Knobber, William H. Miles, the father of the man who would

later kill Nathaniel Kinney, began orgamg a militia company. Although it remains unclear

whether Governor Marmaduke actually gave them permission to do so, within a few days

Reynolds wrote to the governor to report on the progress of the militia company, which he

predicted would soon reacHul strength of eighty men by March $4Their progress at

recruiting came to a halt, however, when on March 11 the Bald Knobbers held a mass meeting of

their own in Forsyth attended by between 154 and 300 men. Nathaniel Kinney chaired the

meeting, and &t of the Bald Knobber leadership attended it, including Sheriff McHaffie,

Alonzo S. Prather, Benjamin B. Price, James A. Delong, and many Btfées purpose of the

meeting, according to the vigilanteBd opponen

Knobbers involved in organizing a militia company. It apparently succeeded, in as much as the

* Thomas A. Layton to Governor John S. Marmaduke, Forsyth, MO, March 4, NIS36,Adjutant
Gener al 6Box88,&qpden7s
°2 Jefferson CityDaily Tribune 7 March 1886.
%3 3.J. Reynolds to Gov. John S. Marmaduke, Forsyth, MO, March 11, 86 Adj ut ant Gener al 0
Papers,Box 88, Folder 7.
**Ibid.; Thomas A. Layton to Adjutant General J.C. Jamison, Forsyth, MO, March 15,M886
Adjut ant Ge rBexr88 Folder 73prngfieldDsaily Herald, 14 March 1886. Both Layton and Reynolds
put the number of participants in the Bald Knobber meeting at the surprisingly exact figure of 154, vibaliéythe
Herald estimated that aund 300 Bald Knobbers attendixé meeting
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following day Reynolds wrote to Secretary of State McGrath telling him he would have already
filled the roster of the m)l et madeompany ik ad
and scared off potential recrur.

The vigilantes may well have intended to intimidate their opponents and thwart the
organization of a militia company. Their stated purpose, however, was to draft a series of
resolutions tht condemned the creation of a militia company. Ansember committee,
including Alonzo S. Prather, James A. Delong, W.H. Pollard, Elverton C. Claflin, William G.
Connor, and T.W. Price, drew up the resolutions, which urged Governor Marmaduke not to
intevene in their | ocal affairs, and opposed t he
that i1t wild/ have a tendency to incite tur moi
militia resolutions stated that no need for a militia existed becaus t he consti tuted
the county are able and willing to enforce th
Anti-Bal d Knobbers had based their case for a mi
| awl essnesso meetihegdéoupayti dhpants al so sel e
including Sheriff James K. Polk McHaffie, Thomas W. Phillips, and Benjamin B. Price to bring
a copy of these resolutions to the governor, along with a list of 234 signatures of people who
endored their messag@.

The competing appeals from the Bald Knobber and-Batd Knobber factions created a

difficult dilemma for Governor Marmaduke. If he intervened in Taney County on behalf of the

%3.4. Reynolds t&ecretary of State Michael K. McGrath, Forsyth, MO, March 11, 1886, M8jtant
Gener al 6Box88,&@den7s
%% SpringfieldDaily Herald, 14 March 1886A handwritten copy of the Forsyth amtiilitia resolutions was
also made available to me by Lynn Morrow, along with a list of 234 signatures of people who endorsed them. The
mere act of signing the document does not by itself prove membership in thérBalder organization, since
many people who did not belong to the vigilantes might still have objected to the cost of creating a militia company,
which legally Taney County would have to bear. Nevertheless, the number of signatures onntiilgianti
resdutions, compared to the roughly forty signatures onmilgia petition submitted to the governor, indicates that
the Bald Knobbers had the sympathy of a greater propor
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Anti-Bald Knobbers there, he ran the risk of provoking abreak of violence for which the
public would hold him responsible. As a former Confederate officer during the Civil War,
Marmaduke had participated in some of the bitter fighting in southern Missouri and northern
Arkansas. Thus, he would not have relisttezlthought of a new round of bloodletting in the
Ozarks. On the other hand, as the Adild Knobbers persistently warned him, if he did nothing,
violence might still occur. Then the public would blame him for his inaction. Moreover, many of
the peoplerlying to organize the antiigilante militia company were fellow Democrats, and his
political supporters. As Sampson Barker reminded the governor in one his letters, he had
supported the governoros election and had alw
administration. o As a suppomtcamr.eftuheéryefcome, dhre
grievances, give the matter the ¥Anbteenniiioon t ha
supporter, William H. Lunceford, put it in even blunter temgen he wrote to remind the
governor that he had Avoted for you as govern
the duties of the Chief Executive with credit
obligation toi aextbkbatt it bedpeoaekcédw | oving and
suppressing the Bald Knobbers, At his | awless
cover of darkness and terrorized anyone brave enough to oppos® them.

As though these political considerts did not carry enough weight, many of the militia
supporters could also appeal to the governor on an emotional level, citing their shared
experiences in the Confederate military as a reason he should help them now. Sampson Barker

pointed out that one afie militia commanders, William H. Miles, had served as a lieutenant in

" Sampson Barker to Governdohn S. Marmaduke, Forsyth, MO, March 20, 1888A, Adjutant
Gener al 6Box 88,&qpden7s

*\W.H. Lanceford to Governor John S. MarmkeuForsyth, MO, March 27, 1886, MSAdjutant
Gener al 6Box 88,&qpden7s
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the Confederate army afidmor e t han once won the praise of T
ma g n a n iBamnkett hymsetf hailed from a family of proud servicemen. Both of his
grandfahers served in the Revolutionary War, while his father fought in the War of 1812, and
his brother served i n tskereediNthG.S ArmyukdarT.J. Bar ker
Jackson a nThes&RexgeriencesewaatedBarker, had taught hinfithafgreat bulwark
of American | iberty 1| ies iWththabiemimpohamecowdd of our
Afany | aw abiding citizen itzensiptpmoilgagyd t o t he or
compand es?0

Faced with this difficult dilemma, Governor Maaduke needed a way to make the
problem go away without causing any more bloodshed. To accomplish this he turned to one of
his most trusted |ieutenants, Adjutant Genera
militia forces. By 1886 Jamison hadeddy lived a colorful and adventurous life. Born in 1830
in Pike County, Missouri, Jamison spent much
In 1855, he set out for Nicaragua, where he fought under William Walker in one of his famous
filibustering expeditions to Central America. After Walker fled Nicaragua following his defeat at
the hands of a Costa Rican army, Jamison returned to Mi§8&uhien the Civil War broke out
Jamison fought for the Confederacy, serving under General Sterling PihecBattle of
Lexington in Missouri. As Adjutant General from 1885 to 1889, Jamison had proved himself a
useful | ieutenant to Missourids chief execut.

state troops to help control labor unrest among Missailroad workers and coal miners.

9 Sampson Barker to Governahh S. Marmaduke, Forsyth, MO, March 20, 1,846A, Adjutant
Gener al 0Box88,doplderrs

®Robert L. Williams, #l%InBhes6horckesobd®klahbren nos o(March 1 8 3 0
1943):37,__ __, fiJames Carson NamiasaguaA PikiebCosuategr Mam Bec:
AdjutantG e n e MER25,@o0. 4 (July 1931): 6236; Later in life, Jamison wrote a memoir detailing his
experiences as a filibusterer in Nicaragua. Sames Carson Jamisdhijth Walker in Nicaragua: Reminisances of
an Officer of the American Phalaf&olumbia, MO: E.W. Stephens Publishing Company, 1909).
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Jamison also helped negotiate an end to a bitter strike that temporarily halted transportation and
shipping along several railroad lines running through Missouri and K&hBased with another
potential crisis, Governo Mar maduke turned once again to hi:
Bald Knobber situation.

According to the official Adjutant Gener al
on April 8, 1886, and the following day he convened a meeting with popieboth sides in
the dispute. He delivered a short speech in which he told the people that the state government
intended fito enforce obedience to the civil I
di sbandment of the ci t inalsorkibown asiheBald Knobbéfs, 6 an o
The same day he also met with several of the leadingBedti Knobbers and Bald Knobbers in
the area. During the course of these conferences he received a promise from Nathaniel Kinney
and other vigilante leaders to biand the Bald Knobbers. According to Joe McGill, who
attended these meetings, Jamison laid down an ultimatum to the vigilantes: if they disbanded and
ceased their activities the Bjtmdte Iwetulidt fidrakpe.
theydd not di sband, the state Awould be compel |l
bring about Peheeadpdtandegedneral 6s demand fo
a difficult decision. Not all of them wanted to break up their organization. A moderate faction led
by Alonzo Prather, advocated disbanding the group while Nathaniel Kinney and some of his
followers wanted to continue as before. This disagreement caused a rift between the two men,

and within the Bald Knobber leadership, but the moderate side pre¥ailed.

Wi I I'i ams, fAJames -1MalrGaeodmroniclesof Gklahonti, Ao813(March 1943):-5
7; _ _ _ _, AJame sMHR5S, moodr(July 1231): 8286rF,od Jami sonds role in sett
railroad strike, sedNew York Timesl6 March 1886.

%2 James C. JamisoReport of the Adjutant General of Missouri for 1§86fferson City, MO: Tribune
Printing Company, 1887), 6.

% Hoenshel57.

®Richard Prather, ACap@®4KMmney, Bald Knobber Chief
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On the following day, April 10, a large crowd of about 500 men met on the public square
in Forsyth. They appointed a committee to draft a series of resolttiaiblicly disbanded
the Bald Knobber organization, declaring that the need for a vigilante group had come to an end,
and that the dAcivil aut ho mwillguarantee motedtiondolife,r t s o f
liberty, %®idnee opleat ytiome, wrote Jamison, alt]
occurred in the county, for the most p&rt the
Thus, on t he sgdiseénedte haveXesatvedsthe prébem.\nihis private
correspondence with the governor, however, the adjutant general painted a less optimistic
picture. His summary of the interviews he conducted at Forsyth show that not everyone
anticipated an immediateet ur n t o Acomparative pBaldce and or
Knobbers interviewed believed that peace would return so long as the Bald Knobbers kept their
promise to disband their organization. For example, Dr. Kenneth L. Burdette told Jamison that he
no | onger advikableitgdrm theintilitiaftompany recently raised in this couaty a n d
that the government should give the Bald Knobbers a chariceta k e good on t heir
di sbanding, which, i f don eOntheothgrinand, hefwarried h wi | |
about the Bald Knobber leader, Nathaniel Kinney, whom he did not trust to keep the peace.
Although he hoped thdit he di sbanding of the Bald Knobber s
peacd he had fno conrfdmienaese madda hkey pGafl iki mney
Another AnttBal d Knobber, Henry C. Everett, echoed E

thatifA Ki nney 6 s b an tepibbcallyppromisesyautodqy,| beliave it will end the

% SpringfieldDaily Herald, 14 April 1886.

% JamisonReport of the Adjutant General of Missouri for 1886

®7 Statement of Dr. K.L. Burdette, ArBald Knobber, to Adjutant GerarJ.C. Jamison, Fsyth, MO,
April 9, 1886, MSAAd j ut ant Ge Bexr8& Folder7.Paper s,
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trouButhetode pr essed concerns over Ki Wati#others i nf | v
Anti-Bald Knobbers wished that Kinney would stand trial for killing Andrew Coggburn.
According to William Blunk and Enos Stanley, two members of the local grand jury, this seemed
unl i kely since the other members of the grand
not find any bills againft anyone who was a B
Aside from the bitterness toward Kinney, another issue had the potential to disturb the
uneasy truce th@damison had hammered out. Around the same time that Jamison arrived in
Forsyth, William Taylor went on trial for the murder of Mack Dimmock. Many of the-Batd
Knobbers feared that the vigilantes would lynch Taylor just as they had done to hissifzeher
year before. If that happened, the tenuous peace would not last. To assuage these fears, the Bald
Knobbers addressed the case in their resolutions of disbandment, in which they pledged to give
AwWilliam Taylor, who ismphatgad wirtikl mbydar j u
Li kewi se, R. V. Burns, the county prosecutor w
factional conflict within Taney County, told the adjutant general that he expected Taylor to
remain unmolested until his triahd sentencing. Burns believed that the vigilantes had no
reason to |lynch Taylor, since the evidence ag
remains of his guilt.o
On this point, the Bald Knobbers made good on their promise, for theytdighob
William Taylor. One of the vigilantes, attorney John J. Brown, even agreed to represent him in

court. On April 8, the circuit court delayed his trial by granting his motion for a continuance,

% Statement of H.C. Everett, AHBiald Knobber, to Adjutant General J.C. Jamison, Forsyth, MO, April 9,
1886 MSA,Adj ut ant Ge rBexr8d Folder7.Paper s,

% Report of Adjutant General J.C. Jamison to Governor John S. Marmdehrkgth, MO, April 9, 1886,
MSA,Adj ut ant Ge Bexr8& Folder7.Paper s,

° SpringfieldDaily Herald, 14 April 1886.

" Statement of R.V. Burns, Neutrab, Adjutant General J.C. dason, Forsyth, MO, April 9, 18861SA,
Adjutant Ge Bexr8% Folder7.Paper s,
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which he filed on the grounds that he needed more tipeepare his defense. When the court
reconvened in October, Taylor again filed a motion for a continuance on the grounds that he had
not yet located two witnesses essential to his defense, William Timbers and James Rothdell, and
could not proceed to triaithout them’? Many of the Bald Knobbers scornfully referred to these
men as Afictitious witnesses, 0 whom William T
proceedings. In any event, the court denied the second motion for a continuance and the case
went D trial, but in a surprise ruling the jury found Taylor not guilty. Immediately after his
acquittal, William Taylor wisely decided to leave Forsyth. He walked about 25 miles to
Chadwick, a railroad depot in Christian County, and from there he went blaiskifometown of
Marionville. When he returned the people of that town shunned him, since many of them
entertained doubts about his innocence. So Taylor eventually left Marionville and settled in
Howell County, Missourf?

Many Bald Knobbers claimed that theever took part in any vigilante activity after the
Bald Knobbers disbanded, and that the formal ceremony held at Forsyth on April 10 marked the
end of the groupdés history in Taney County. F
SpringfieldDaily Herald published an editorial from an anonymous-pigilante resident of
Taney County. The writer declared that peace
Knobbers ar@on est if that word means that they are in their fields plowing, trying to naake
honest living. The militia have beat their imaginary guns into plowshares and are also quietly at
wo r RLikéwise,AugustC. Hensl ey wrote that the Aregul ar

and never met again, 0 even ¢late attgblatedioetheyBalds u b s e q

"2 State of Missouri vs. William Taylot886, MSA, Taney County Circuit Court FileReel No. 37192
Box 1, Folder 5.

" Groom & McConkey, 13814; Vandeventer, 3B88; Springfield Expressl5 October 188pringfield
Express5 November 1885.

" SpringfieldDaily Herald, 14 April 1886.
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Knobbers, who then figot a bad reputat’loen that
Mc Gill concurred, writing that Athe original
di sbanded that dtaggr warachsd. meMeGi Imett mdn added t
ifisome who had been members of the original or
name fiBal d®Knobbers. o

There is no reason to doubt eithethemands v
Bald Knobbers kept their word to the adjutant general to remain disbanded. It appears equally
certain, however, that not all of the vigilantes abided by the agreement they had made with the
government. Some continued to enforce their own brand ofrldvorler, and incidents of night
riding and intimidation continued after Jamison departed. On Saturday night, May 1, 1886,
someone shot a horse belonging to Thomas A. Layton, and set fire to a fence on his property.
The fl ames consumedeindheuined @ hppaoonmes| £ oludfd st op
a barn belonging to someone refdSonedntiBadl as fD
Knobbers charged that the vigilantes continued their policy of forced evictions. According to
John J. Reynoldshey ran off two men named Kur and Brannan, and even expelled a widow
fiwi th her smal |l ¢ BBNdrdid teenrdce I6ng prewent the eesumptibnoome .
bl oodshed. On Sunday, May 9, George Washingto
hadsmmet i mes served as Nat Kinneyds bodyguard, s

Kirbyville, Missouri.”

> Hoenshel, 34.

76 [

Ibid., 57.

" SpringfieldDaily Herald, 13 May 1886T he @A Dr. Andersond referred to he
Anderson, a physician found on the 1900 federal <census

Census, Missouri, Taney County, Oliver Township, District 131, p. 14.

8 3.J. Reynold$o Adjutant General J.C. Jamison, Forsyth, MO, May 10, 188", Adj ut ant Gener al
Papers,Box 88, Folder 7.

" SpringfieldDaily Herald, 13 May 1886SpringfieldLeader 12 May 1886 Springfield Expres21 May
1886
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Unlike the killing of Andrew Coggburn, where the competing stories told by the Bald
Knobber and AntBald Knobber factions obscured the truth, the basis fserrounding the
death of Sam Snapp are fairly clear. On the day of the killing, witness Ben Prather observed Sam
Snapp and Wash Middleton sitting on boxes and
in Kirbyville. Prather himself sat outsideetistore reading a newspaper, and failed to take notice
of anything out of the ordinary. He | ater des
than bitter or angry. At some point he heard Middleton call Snapp a liar. Then the two men
stood, and Midleton pulled out his gun and began firing. As Middleton opened fire Snapp
continued to retreat, making no attempt to draw or fire a weapon. Claude Layton, another
witness, said he heard two shots before looking up to see Middleton firing a third lslebt, w
finally finished Snapp off. He also recalled that at the time Middleton fired his third shot Snapp
had retreated several paces, appaflently tryin
The two men seemed to have had a history of hostility towads@her. George W.
Gibson recalled that a few days before the shooting he heard Wash Middleton threaten and
verbally abuse Sam Snapp, saying that he would kill him. Likewise, William Ellison said that
several hours before the shooting he saw MiddletdnSarapp arguing, and that Middleton
called Snapp a M Acaoming thAlemzo Wrather, Whe at thé request of
Adjutant General Jamison wrote a letter describing the shooting, the hostility between the two
men may have originated when Middletattempted to join the local chapter of the Agricultural
Wheel, an organization similar to the Farmero
group, bl ocked Middl etonds membership because

busi nes gection affgareddMiddlezon, who never forgave Snapp for the slight. On the day

20 State of Missouri vs. Geord#ashington Middletqrl 886, Forsyth, MO, LMC.
1,
Ibid.
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of the shooting Sam Snapp and William Ellison met up with Middleton on the road outside
Kirbyville. Both men had spent the weekend drinking. Upon seeing Middleton, Snapp made the
fateful error of singing the anBald Knobber song composed by the late Andrew Coggburn.
Mi ddl eton remarked that it was fAa nice song f
fiyou betyourboots and r ode on. fiRrhaet heefrn gbheal i esvoendg tchaauts e
death. If he had keptquiéthe woul d bé alive today. o

Later that day the two men met again out si
broke out which | ed to Snappds deat kkaut On t hi s
testimony, which clearly depicted Middleton as the aggressor. Prather wrote that Snapp
confronted Middleton and demanded to know what Middleton meant by calling him a
bushwhacker. Middleton replied t hthetcompamy cal | ed
hekept 0 atpomt8nhapp chal |l en gatldthédhnadéd | reit gphnt ttoh eéir e. P
did not explicitly say whether Snapp carried a weapon, although Middleton obviously did.
Prather did mention, however, that both of them usuallywemttab ar med, as di d fi¢
el se for that matter. o He also pointed out th
was a young man in the prime of life and weighed roughly 200 pounds, while Middleton had
advanced beyond fifty years in age and we@yaround 140 pounds. Nevertheless, Middleton
was far from helpless. During the Civil War he had served as a scout for the U.S. Army, and had
fithe reputation of being a o6killer& and it is

Mi ddl et ondsdechermeinbiishwhacker, 06 the c¢commo
rebel guerilla, is curious on a number of levels. As a veteran himself, Middleton would have

known that Snapp, at about thirty years of age, was too young to have fought in the Civil War.

8 Alonzo Prather to Adjutant General J.C. Jamison, Kirbyville, MO, June 11, VBB, Adjutant
Gener al 6Box 8B,&qpden7s
% bid.
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Hisexd anati on that he called him a bushwhacker
probably a reference t o-BSdhKangbpebfaction.Jlusn ci ati on w
Mi ddl etonds insult i ndfigete had tsanstetrea the enshhiefelyr i z z | e
for his old Confederate foes to the AB@ld Knobbers as a group.

The murder of Sam Snapp set off another firestorm of protest against the Bald Knobbers,
much of it in the form of letters to Jefferson City and Adjutant General Jamison. Oeeutise
of the next week, Jamison received letters from the-Bald Knobbers W.H. Jones, John J.
Reynolds, and K.L. Burdette, as well as the wife of Addld Knobber James S.B. Berry. All of
them referenced the Snapp killing as proof that the vigildradgroken their promise to keep
the peace. Mr s . Berry called the killing a #dfc
death of Snapp, a widower, had®Aeotiegtor phans o
Reynolds, the death of Snapp proveelth t he Adi sbanding [of the Bal
it woul d ®Boaes and Burdete bothgointed out that Sam Snapp had witnessed the
killing of Andrew Coggburn, and implied that vigilantes may have eliminated Snapp in order to
keep him si&nt®® On this point the AntBald Knobbers probably misinterpreted the evidence.
The coronero6s inquest held two months earlier
Coggburn a case of salefense, and with Bald Knobb&rendly officials in power irthe local
government Kinney had little reason to fear any trouble from the law. Alonzo Prather made

essentially the same point in his letter to J

8 Mrs. James S.B. Berry to Adjutant General J.C. JamisonyT@oenty, May 10, 1886VISA, Adjutant
Gener al 6Bx8B,dpden7a¢ccordi ng Sam Snappbs great granddaught
grandfatherés funer alsttehpe fnornwasrtde ra nads kteadk ep eSaprhdes tooh ifil dr
there at tSkee,c eRmdthe rRyynsee rY,e afirNsi nfegtoy, 06 WRVHQ -, no. 2 (Wi
8 J.J. Reynolds to Adjutant General J.C. Jamison, Forsyth, MO, May 1Q,M826Adj ut ant Gener al
Papers,Box 88, Folder 7.
8 W.H. Jones to Adjutant General J.C. Jamison, Forsyth, MO, May 10, 488&.L. Burdette to
Adjutant General J.C. Jamison, Forsyth, MO, May 12, IBEBA,Adj ut ant Ge rBexr83 Folder7.Paper s,
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to kill Sam Snapp, and observed that since the gragdad already declined to indict Kinney
fithere was no nece¥sity to 6removed Snapp. o

If Middleton expected the prBald Knobber local officials to protect him as they had
Kinney, he was soon disappointed. After a series of legal maneuvers by the lawyetis sides
delayed the start of his trial by more than a year, a jury found Middleton guilty of murder in the
second degree and sentenced him to a term of 40 years in the state penitentiary, which a circuit
judge, Walter D. Hubbard, later reduced to 1&8rg&®

Sheriff McHaffie and his deputies never had a chance to transport Middleton to the state
penitentiary on October 16, 1887, he escaped from the county jail in Forsyth artd fled
Arkansag’Fol | owi ng Mi ddl et on6s es ctagoreerningwhohbas at i on
been responsible for letting Middleton go. Some of the-Batd Knobbers accused Sheriff
McHaffie of letting the convict escape, while others believed that the Bald Knobbers had broken
into the jail and freed their comrade. One forfald Knobber, George Brazeal, even said the
vigilantes had given Middleton a horse and saddle, a Winchester rifle, and 50 dollars to facilitate
his flight.° Not surprisingly, the Bald Knobbers tended to assign blame for the jailbreak to other
parties. Afer the escape, Nathaniel Kinney told a reporter for a Springfield newspaper that one
of Middleton6s sons came up fr orloMardlevadanseas and
exists to substantiate any of these theories. Nevertheless, it does rotthapthe Bald
Knobbers eagerly anticipated Middl etonds reca

reporter, Middletonds extensive knowledge of

87 Prather to Jamison, Kirbyville, MO, June 11, 188A,Ad j ut ant Ge Bexr8® Foidesr7.Paper s,
8 State of Missouri vs. George Washington Middlef@86, Forsyth, MO, LMCSpringfield Expressl4
October1887.
8 SpringfieldDaily Herald, 19 October 1887.
“Douglas Mahnkey fAWho Ki |l | ed TWe®zhrksMbudtdiie@lt 4 (May 1973): 23.
Hereafter,TheOzarks Mountaineewill be abbreviated®DM.
o SpringfieldDaily Herald, 19 October 1887.
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He al so remar ked cr yseverdalian btll ittwiH l@etmoré thefresdltidfi d d | e
accident t¥an of design. o

Kinneyds prediction proved i spemdieur ate, how
remaining eight months of his life on the run from the law. The Snapp family offaizdde
rewardf or Mi dd | e toovich the coumty courtragded a bounty of $1ditionally,
Governor Mar maduke of f e iifoette aBe3t@d daifery ofbagd st at e 6
George Middleton to the warden of the Missouri State Peniteaiiadeffeson City®® These
incentives apparently had the desired effect, for in February, 1888, a posse led by Charles
Richardson caught up with Middleton in Boone County, Arkansas. In the ensuing gunfight,
Middleton managed to kill Richardson before making his@staBy the following summer, his
luck had run out. On July 4, Detective James L. Holt attempted to apprehend Wash Middleton at
an Independence Day picnic in Newton County. When Middleton resisted arrest Holt shot and
killed him ri ghdywahbearieckinan Whmdrked graveoimtided ittld Buffalo
cemetery near the town of Parthenon, Arkari3as.

The MiddletonSnapp shooting marked the beginning of an extended lull in hostilities
between the vigilantes and amtgilantes in Taney County. At am Snapp6s body hi
ground in Kirbyville on May 9, 1886, more than two years elapsed before another homicide
related to the Bald Knobber troubles occurred. The 1886 election resulted in another Republican
victory, and the voters elevated three oftlgglantes to the important positions of sheriff,

county clerk, and coroner. Ironically, the only vigilante candidate who did not win his race that

2 |bid.

% Hartman and Ingenthron, 2@%; John S. Marmaduké, Of f er i ng a RewarwRVHQct ober
6, no. 2 (Winter 19778 ; Mahnkey, AWho KiOM2g do4\Wayg 1973M23dd]l et on?0

% Springfield Express24 February 1888.

% Springfield Express 20 July 1888; Ma hnkey, OM2lim®4 (Maly 1973 d Wa s h
23.
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year was Nat Kinney, who lost a second bid for state representative, probably because he once
again ran as Bemocrat’® With a proBald Knobber local government the vigilantes, for the

most part, seemed content to run the county through the legitimate channels of power. The

appeals to the state government for assistance following the killing of Sam Snapplésf on

ears. Adjutant General Jamisono6s official rep
Acomparative peace and order o now reigned in
anxious to reopen the isstfaithout support from the state genmament, the AntBald

Knobbers could do Ilittle | oosen their enemies
suffered. In time, the old hostility between the two groups would flare up again in renewed

bloodshed. But for the time being, at leastuaeasy peace settled over the county.

% McGrath ed, Directory of Missouri, 18888, 114 In this race Republican Samuel R. Dial, who

defeated Nat Kinney with 398 votes to Kinneyds 319 vot
% James C. JamisoReport of the Adjutant General of Missouri for 1&8éfferson City, MO: Tribune

Printing Company, 1887), 7.
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CHAPTER4: RIGHTEOUS DEVILSI THE BALD KNOBBERS IN CHRISTIAN AND
DOUGLAS COUNTIES

As the Bald Knobber troubles in Taney County subsided into a welcome, though still
uneasy, truce between the vigilante anttvigilante factions, many hoped that Bald Knob
vigilantism would soon become a thing of the past. Unfortunately, certain ongoing events in the
two counties immediately northward would soon make the Ozark vigilantes even more notorious
than previouslyThe Bald Knobber chapters in Christian and Douglas counties, which form the
focus of this chapter, evolved out of the original organization in Taney County. Apart from their
name, the northern vigilantes shasederakignificantcharacteristics with thérst vigilance
committee, especially in the areas of organization and ritual. They also differed from the parent
group in a number of fundamental ways, including their basic objectives, the causes which
motivated them to organize, and the type of men pimed their ranks. The northern vigilantes
tended to be poorer and less socially prominemt tinair southern counterparts, and took a
dimmer view of the economic changes affecting the Ozarks, which so many of the original
committee enthusiastically promoted. They also tended to be more religiously devout, and more
inclined to use vigilante tacti¢e regulate the morals of their neighbors. Finally, unlike the
Taney County vigilantes who generally avoided prosecution for their actions, the excesses of the
Bald Knobbers in Christian and Douglas counties eventually landed scores of them in court on
various charges.

The differences between the two groups seem all the more striking considering that they
operated al most simultaneously. Wi thin months
County, new chapters of the group began sprouting up in othewop&uwsithwest Missouri.

During the summer of 1885, the Bald Knobbers organized in Douglas County. Joseph Walker, a

farmer living in the vicinity of Ava, became the leader of the group there. Walker had plans for
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bringing the Bald Knobbers to neighboringrShan County, so he invited Nathaniel Kinney to
come up from Kirbyville to help establish a new chapter of the organization. Sometime in the fall
of the 1885, Joseph Walker and Nathaniel Kinney held an organizational meeting in the town of
Chadwick. Thismeet i ng resulted in the creation of a r
brother, David Walker, took command as the chieftain of the vigilante group in Christian
County?
Dave Walker had fought for the Union during the Civil War, serving in tieMigsouri
Cavalry (originally the 6 Enrolled Missouri Militia), a unit which smt most of the war fighting
in Southwest MissoufiHe worked a modest farm near the breaks of Bull Creek, which earned
him the nickname(Figul d.1His sayWilleak Walkeryteough only a
teenager at the time, soon rose to a positfdeaalership within the

Bald Knobber s, and functioned

chiefo t¥FoHilowliatghdrhe custom est
vigilantes, the Bald Knobbers in Christian County-slisbded into
mul ti pl e ¢ o mp aeachkbased i a paftidulargoivroon

township. Dave Walker himself took command of the legion basedrigure 4.1: DAVE WALKER.
This photograph is a part of t
Lloyd WalkerCollection at the
Greene County Archives. It is
used here with the permissio
Sparta. James M. (ABudo) Ga nn ofLloydwalker. egion

Chadwick. Samuel Preston, Sr. commanded the company based i

! William L. VandeventerJustice in the Rouyg(Springfield, MO: The Author, 1937), 85; See also,

Aut horés I nterview with Lloyd Walker, Sprinmdgfsiel d, MO,
grandson. In my interview with him he stated that his grandfather was the chieftain of the Bald Knobbers in Douglas
County, which agrees with Vandeventerdéds account .

For Dave Wal ker 6s e riThe AntencanrClvil WanResearch ®Dltsed n, s e e,
http://asp6new.alexanderstreet.com.libezp.lib.Isu.edu/cwdb/cwdb.index.mapbesgessed April 5, 2010]. For
information concerning the f8Vlissouri Cavatly, see Selwyn A. Brant, et al, edsThe Union army: a history of
military affairs in the loyal states, 18635 -- records of the regiments in the Union armgyclopedia of battles
memoirs of commanders and soldiars]. 4 (Madison, WI: Federal Plishing Company, 1908), 279.

¥ State of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathevi888, Missouri State Archivellissouri Supreme Court File8ox
1144, Case &Hereafter, Missouri State Archives shall be abbreviated MSA.
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Martin T. Humble commandetie company in Buckhorn, John James led the legion in Garrison,
and Sylvanus Kissee took command of the company in Finley Towhship.

Other men who seemed to play a leadership role in the organization, based on the
frequency with which they later appeatradndictments, included John Mathews, Wiley
Mathews, Charles O. Simmons, and Gilbert Applegd@hn Mathews was a small farmer and a
Baptist deacon who enjoyed a reputation as one of the finest marksmen in théhells.
Reverend Charles O. Simmonshiw m cont empor aries called AC. O.
and preached at a Baptist church in Chadwick, Misdiikie many of their vigilante
compatriots, Mathews and Simmons were devout Christians and active in the religious life of
their communities. Neartheless, both of them would face charges for various crimes including
their role in the murders of Charles Greene and William Edens, for which Mathews received a
death sentence and Simmons spent a term of twelve years in the state perfitentiary.

JohnMa hewsd nephew, Wiley Mathews, was a you
Bald Knobbers first organized. The younger Mathews was born in Arkansas around the year
1863. In 1880, he lived with his parents, Lefford and Elizabeth Mathews, and workedron thei
farm? Born in Arkansas in 1845, Gilbert Applegate came to Missouri with his parents Joseph

and Elizabeth Applegate before the Civil War. The Applegate family moved around frequently.

“Vandeventer,8% or Dave Wal ker 6 sStlLoiaRosDisgalth 20 Ailtl@887.us, see

®>New York Time5 August 1887.

® Robert L. HarperAmong the Bald Knobbers: A History of the Desperadoes of the Ozark Mountains,
Their Atrocious Deeds, Rendezvous, HonmesHabits, the Arrest and Convicti¢@linton, MO: The Author,
1888), 30.

" Harpet 65; Mary Hartman and EImo Ingenthr@®gld KnobbersVigilantes on the Ozarks Frontier
(Gretna, LA: Pelican Publishing Company, 1989), 147.

8 Wayne GlennChristian CountyMemories 1819-Present(Nixa, MO: Self-published byhe Author,
2009),136, 143; Harper, 101.

°Glenn, 137; Wiley Mathews, 1880 U.S. Census, Missouri, Christian County, Linden Township, District
11, page 26.
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They lived in Greene County in 1850, but by 1860 they had relocafeh&y County?®
Applegate fought for the Union during the Civil War, serving in tH& Mi&ssouri Cavalry, and
also earned a reputation as a-ph@ion bushwhacker. He reportedly murdered a Confederate
prisoner named Fulbright, even though local Union militia already had him in custody.

Applegate waited near a road for the militia troops frarting the captive to pass, and then fired

two shots, the second npiterecilmg Ohiss, VGEidthiemés Asp

lived in Douglas County, but as a Bald Knobber he participated with Bald Knobbers in Christian
County in several viginte actions across the county Iffe.
In addition to Christian and Douglas counties, considerable circumstantial evidence

suggests that the Bald Knobbers, or organizations similar to them, sprouted up in other parts of

Missouri and even Arkansas. Inthesi ng of 1887, newspaper report

the Bald Knobberso had infected Callaway Coun

claim the brutal flogging of a man named Turner, possibly because he was suspected of having
extramar i tal relations with a neighbordés wife.
activities, such as the flogging of one black man and the shooting death of another, as proof that
Bald Knobstyle vigilantism had come to Callaway Coufty.

Similar anedotal evidence from newspapers suggests that Bald Knobbers or other groups
|l i ke them spread from Sout hwest Missouri to
party of nightriders murdered Phillip Clayton and severely wounded his teenage somiam Ma

County in December of 1886, one newspaper account suggested that the perpetrators targeted

% Gilbert Applegate, 1850 U.S. Census, MissoBreene County, Dallas Township, page 2; Gilbert
Applegate, 1860 U.S. Census, Missouri, Taney County, Buchanan Township, page 87.

' Springfield Expressl3 May 1887.

2 Gilbert Applegate, 1880 U.S. Census, Missouri, Douglas County, Buchanan Townshipt Pistpage
5; Glenn, 129.

13 Jefferson CityDaily Tribune,14 April 1887;Dallas Morning News]4 April 1887. Both of these articles
consist of information gleaned from a story that originally ran in the St. IGloise Democraf 12 April 1887.
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Clayton because he belonged to the ABald Knob

strong in the border c o'fiThefollensng year in 8eptkrabarsas an d

dispute over the ownership of a drove of hogs led to the murder of John Hardcastle, a farmer
living in Stone County, Arkansas. Five assassins shot and killed Hardcastle as he attempted to
leave the area with his family. In the waklette shooting, rumors circulated that the killers
bel onged to fAan organizati on ¥SOtherrdeaspaparo t he
accounts also reported that the Bald Knobbers had become numerous in northern Arkansas and
that while most of the gilantes in that part of the country were good citizens and clyoers,
they were fiemphatic with those who disagree
own whay. o

In addition, some Bald Knobber activity may have occurred in nearby Webster and
Wright counties. In September, 1887, in Webster County, a group of around 50 masked men
rode into Marshfield and conducted a public demonstration. They left threatening messages at
the county courthouse advising the officers of the court including Cihedge Washington I.
Wallace not to prosecute any Bald Knobbers for misdeeds they had allegedly done in that
county’ In Wright County, federal authorities prosecuted a man named Granville Vanbiber for
threatening and intimidating a homesteatemed A.JSymmesanddriving him from his
home. The case file itself does not prove that Vanbiber was a Bald Knobber, for he apparently
acted alone unlike the defendants in the other cases of this nature. Attached to the file, however,

is a small handwritten noteoim the United States land commissioner to U.S. Attorney Maceanas

1 Dallas Morning News 15 December 1886.

!> SpringfieldDaily Republican27 September 1887.

% Dallas Morning News24 March 1887.

" Mary Hartman and EImo IngenthraBald Knobbers: Vigilantes of the Ozarks Frontf@retna, LA:
Pelican Publishing Company, 1989921 Hartman and Ingenthron cite the Marshfi€ldroniclefor this
information. Unfortunately, | have been unable to find the original issue that contains this story.
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E. Benton calling the case fia very good Bald
it.*® It remains unclear whether the commissioner used that description because he knew that
Vanhbber actually belonged to the Bald Knobbers, or because the case shared similar
characteristics with other Bald Knobber cases involving homesteaders.

A few Bald Knobbers may also have been active in Greene County, Missouri. On
October 1, 1887, a Springfied news paper ran a story about a
named John Loney who received a threatening note, supposedly from the Bald Knobbers,
warning him to leave the county. The note accompanied a bundle of hickory switches, a well
known Bald Knobbecalling card. It scared Loney enough to cause him to leave the area

immediately. Another man named James Robinson received a similar message after he allegedly

=1

stole some German carp from a neighboros fish

threaening message posted on his door. It included the following poetic passage describing his
crimes: AA mess of fish now and then, occasi
mands pen. 0 The signature on ysHater, wherpRobinsane a d
still had not left the area, he received a second, more direct note telling him to leave within ten
days or face the consequences. “ThHepeomebghm@gt ur e
these threats may have belonged taetmal Bald Knobber organization, or they may have

simply copied their methods in order to rid themselves of troublesome neighbors. Either way,

their actions showed that the Bald Knobbers had become a potent symbol of vigilante justice in

Greene County,wen if they did not have significant numerical strength there.

18Us v. Granville Vanbiber, 188Rational Archives at Kansas City, MO, Southern Divisidthe
Western District of MissouriDocket # 7 Hereafter, the National Archives at Kansas City shall be referred to as
KCA.

19 SpringfieldDaily Herald, 1 October 1887.

142

N



An abundagce of documentary evidence demonstrates the existence of a strong Bald
Knobber movement in Christian and Douglas counties. Beginning in the summer of 1886, the
Bald Knobbers in thiarea conducted a campaign of night riding and intimidation. In the main,
they targeted people whose lives failed to measure up to the exacting moral standards of the
vigilantes, as well as recently set adcesto homes
land and resources they wished to utilize. One of their first recorded acts of violence occurred on
the evening of July 30, 1886, when a group of masked Bald Knobbers went to the home of E.P.
Helms, a 34yearold homesteader with a wife and sixildren who had settled in the eastern
part of Christian County the previous year. T
outside, put a rope around his neck, whipped him severely, and warned him to leave the country.
Helms apparently did ndake the lesson to heart, for he stubbornly remained on his land. In
March of the following year, the Bald Knobber
process all over again. This second visit finally convinced him to leave the area and reaettle n
Springfield,Missouri®

As soon as he was out of his enemiesd gras
Knobbers for what they had done to him. As a result, several vigilantes faced prosecution, both
in the circuit court for assault and battery, amtederal court for intimidating homesteaders,
which was a federal crime under the provisions of the Homestead Act of 1862 and other federal
legislation®Dur i ng one of the federal trials stemmin
attorney, SH.Boyd; | ai med t hat the vigilantes had whipp

in his home. Not surprisingly, Helms had a different take on the situation. He stated that the men

22Us v. John Jame4887, KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of MissdDdcket # 82
SpringfieldDaily Herald, 28 September 1887.

% State of Missouri vs. William Newton, et 4887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court Fileszeel No.
C 44349, Box 26, Folder 481arriet C. Frazier_ynchings in Missouri, 1803981 (Jefferson NC: McFarland &
Company, 2009), 96.
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whipped him because he had testified against Bald Knobbers in court, because Haoefelte
his land to the Bald Knobber Amos Jones, and because Helms had cut some timber on his own
|l and to make railroad ties. Helmsos wife test
Nfsteal nobodyds ti mber bthatthey thaught he ad taken timber ¢ h  m
from his neighborsd | and as well

Another Christian County man, Greene Walker, provoked the anger of the Bald Knobbers
for more salacious reasons. People throughout the Ozark hill country knew of Walker as a
notoricus polygamist, in that he kept more than one woman as his wife. His unconventional
lifestyle did not sit well with the moralistic Bald Knobbers. In August, 1886, Dave Walker led a
group of at | east nineteen vi gitleaniortunae mao, Gr ee
took him from his home, and beat him Aupon th
they had brought for that purpoSeAfter beating him, the vigilantes advised Walker to
discontinue his misconduct. He failed to heed th@iming, however, and a party of night riders
led by Michael M. Humble (brother of Martin Humble) returned and beat him a second time,
after which he left the aré.

In addition to whipping people who violated accepted sexual mores, the Bald Knobbers
alsopunished men who in their judgment abused or neglected their families. According to
William L. Vandeventer, if a man became known for behaving abusively toward his children he
might some evening receive a bundle of switches and a note warning him to bisanggs.
One unnamed individual who unwisely failed to comply with such a demand had the Bald

Knobbers visit his home and apply Ahickory sw

22 springfieldDaily Herald, 28 September 1887.

ZVandeventer, 9@1; Stateof Missourivs. David Walker, et 311887, MSA Christian County Circuit
Court Files Reel No. C 44327, Box 10, Folder.62

% Kansas CityStar, 24 August, 1887
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had the desired effect of persuading him to leave the c6uStnilarly, on August 15, 1886, a
band of around 15 vigilantes led by Michael Humble visited the home of Horace Johnson, a
shiftless man descri bed 24Theydragged hirh faom fis Howse s u p p o
and beat him fion tiwe tthack, clkesgs’hdandrigedy wé t c
Finally, the Bald Knobbers punished those who made a public nuisance of themselves, or
disturbed the peace of their communities. For example, in August, 1886, a group of around ten or
fifteen Bald Knobbers stopped a local man named Clayton Whiteacreulmi@anpad, pulled
him off his horse, and beat him severely with their guns. They told Whiteacre that the alleged
offense for which they punished him was disturbing the peace by firing his gun in public and
throwing rocks at people passing by on a pulsax?®
In the minds of many Bald Knobbers, the saloons and gambling dens in the small railroad
town of Chadwick represented an even graver threat to the peace and happiness of local families
than did public nuisances or lazy and shiftless husbands. 4888, Chadwick did not even
exist on the county map. That year the Springfield and Southern Railroad Company, a subsidiary
of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad, completed a feeder line into Christian County. The
railroad first built the towonas@aa mp t o house its workers, and tl

depot®® The railroad used Chadwick primarily as a shipping center from which to purchase and

> vandeventer, 890.

% bid., 92; See alsoCharles H. Groom and D.F. McConkdyh e Bal d Knobbers or Citi z
Taney and Christian Counti es, Mi ssouri: A History of S
Object Workings, and Final Terminatigirorsyth, MO: Groom & McConkey, 1887%6.

%’ State of Missouri vs. M.M. Humble, et, dl887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C
44328, Box 10, Folder 12&ansas Citystar, 24 August 1887.

8 Stateof Missourivs. David Walker, et 311887, MSA,Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No.

44339, Box 18, Folder 9%pringfieldLeader 26 August 1887.

# Christian County Centennial, In€hristian County: Its First 100 Yea(defferson City, Missait Von
Hoffman Press, 1959)6; Christian County Museum Historical Socie@hristian County, Missouri: History and
Families(Paducah, KY: Turner Publishing Company, 1928),
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ship the railroad ties it needed for | aying n
helped meet the railr®adds demand for timber.
Within a few year-Backimbgo @zautthegl,looal sitc &l
integr al part of the | ocal econo-mgerstobkwpdr eds
tie-hacking as a means of si@menting their incomes. The men would cut down a straight
trunked oak or hickory tree using a crosscut saw, and then use broad axes to hew the trunks into
eightfoot lengths of timber for use as ties. In this manner a man might make eight or ten railroad
ties in a typical work day. Next they loaded their ties into wagons and hauled them to Chadwick,
where purchasing agents paid for them in cash, usually about 20 cents’befitieso much
money flowing in and out of Chadwick, a local vice industry scaretbped designed to siphon
offthetehacker sé6 hard earned income. Though the t
in its early years, there quickly sprang up a number of ramshackle saloons and gambling dens
where men could drink hard liquor or labeir earnings at the card tables if they so chose. These
establi shments became known as #dAblind tigerso
Bald Knobbers. The vigilantes bl amed the salo
contempaoary writer called them, for corrupting the morals of theheekers, whom they taught
fgames; trickery, and all i maginable indecenc
believed that the money lost through these pursuits should have gonepop or t i ng t he mi
families at homé?
In the evening of November 9, 1886, Dave Walker led a band of around 40 Bald

Knobbers into Chadwick. They broke into a saloon belonging to John Rhodes and Russell

% Christian County Centennijal36;Christian County Museum Historical Sogiep5.

% Edith McCall,English Village in the Ozarks: The Story of Hollister, Miss¢Hillister, MO: Self
published bytte Author, 1969), 18.

32 Harper, 3637.
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McCauley, both of whom had previously appeared leefloe circuit court to face charges for
selling liquor without a licens& Rhodes and McCauley put up a brief fight, and they exchanged
a few shots with the night riders before beating a hasty retreat out of town. The vigilantes then
entered the saloonabdu st ed it wup, breaking all the furni
stock of beer and whiskéy.

The saloon keepeepparentlyproved more recalcitrant than the vigilantes anticipated,
because two days later another party of @08onight riders ode into Chadwick again,
intending to repeat the deeds of the previous raid. As they performed this task, however, several
citizens of Chadwick began firing on them fro
became general, more than 100 shetsbn g exchanged, 6 and the Bal d
of Chadwick ahead of a hail of bullets. Amazi
in the fray, and his comrades managed to get him out of town Safely.

Not surprisingly, such methodsfuriatedpeople who did not appreciate the vigilantes
intruding on their personal affairs. Although in Christian and Douglas counties an organized
opposition to the Bald Knobbers never developed as it had in Taney County, many people still
chaffed under theicoercion, and some even dared to speak out against them. The vigilantes
contemptuously referred to their enemies and
their impudence. In November, 1886, they visited the home of Bob Patterson to wawot fom

talk about them anymore. When Patterson answered the door one of the Bald Knobbers pistol

% State of Missouri vs. John Rhog@885, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No.C 44313,
Box 1, Folder 103State of Missouri vs. John Rhod&886, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No.
C 47704, Box 66, Folder 128tate of Missouri vs. H.R.H. McCauldp86,MSA, Christian County Circuit Court
Files, Reel No. C 4432@ox 5, Folders 67 and 68

% State vs. David Walker, et a1887,MSA, Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No.C 44318, Bx
4, Folder 72; Groom and McConkey, 46.

% New York Timesl3 November 1886.
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whi pped the unlucky man fii nf |l i*®Armundtge sametiner y d a
they visited George Baty, whwmwhigpedhimevghn nt al ki
switches, and pummeled him with their fidts.

Ultimately, the Bald Knobbersd intolerance
consequences, both for them and their critics. About a year before his death at the hands of the
vigilantes, William Edens got into an accidental scuffle with a group of Bald Knobbers when
they came to his home in search of his brethdaw, John Evans, who lived with him at that
time. The men wanted to whip Evans because he had reportedly disturbed ya\@onstigo
service by showing up drunk at church. Afterwards he returned home firing his pistol into the air
and swearing. Unfortunately, when the vigilantes came to whip him, William Edens attempted to
protect his relative and got between his broethdaw and the men whipping him. As a result,
the men fistruck him a few |licks® before Dave

After that incident, William Edens hated the Bald Knobbers because of the indignity done
to him and his relative, and he frequently spokeagainst them. On one occasion he boasted
publically that if the night riders ever tried to whip him they would have to return the next
morning Awhen it is light and count their dea
heard about this threat, Dasen d Wi | | i am Wal ker | ed a group of
home and dragged him out of the house. They stripped him, tied him to an oak tree, and beat him

bloody with sticks and switches. When they had finished they mocked him as they departed,

% vandeventer, 91.

%" State vs. David Walker, et a1887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C 44318, Box
4, Folder 33; Hartman and Ingenthron, 150

% Harper, 10708.
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telling him that i n the morning he should get wup
coufit. o

The Bald Knobbers in the two northern counties shared some traits in common with the
original organization in Taney County. As mentioned above, they usedrtieesemmilitary
style of organization, with a head man or fch
il egionso based in various parts of each coun
formal discipline within their ranks. Although demporary estimates put the strength of the
Christian County Bald Knobbers at between 200 and 800'fmeast of the vigilante acts
attributed to the group involved at most a fe
was apparently very active,afac r ef l ect ed in the number of tim
onto indictments, but other legions seem to have done fairly little. Dave Walker himself
apparently did not have great confidence in his authority within the organization. During the
trialsfort he mur ders of Charles Greene and William
me the chief but | donét kHonemighswelinfexfromeéhisy mor
explanation that Walker wanted to minimize his responsibility for otherlpeop s mi sdeeds.
words also indicate, however, that he exercised less influence over his followers than Nat Kinney
did over his men. For example, after his arrest, Walker tried to convince his fellow Bald
Knobbers not to testify against each other, lmipleas did not prevent a number of the

vigilantes from furning stateds evidence.

% State vs. David Walkeet al., 1887, MSAChristian County Circuit Court FileReel No. C 44318, Box
4, Folder 32Vandeventer134-35.

0 Some members, including Dave Walkeoasted thahe organizatiomadbetween 700 and 800
membersand these figures were widely quoted in the press. See, Kans&tagiths April 1887, and 22 April
1887. The Bald Knobber trial$ 2887, however, shed greater light on the inner workings of the Bald Knobber
organization, which caused many journalists to revise those estimates down to between 200 and 250. See, Kansas
City Star, 28 April 1887;New York Time21 March 1887.

* Harper,106.

*?Kansas CityStar,15 April 1887 and 22 April 1887.
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The vigilantes in the two northern counties also had a membership oath that closely
replicated the pledge used by their counterparts to the south. A descendant of Jdkepha&/a
preserved a copy of the oath used in Dougl as
reveal the secrets of this ordero and to obey
Significantly, the new member promised to observe alltheaules hi s or der, and o
order under whose jurisdiction | may at the t
members transferred their membership from one county organization to another whenever they
moved, and that members often papated in Bald Knob activities across county lines. The new
member also pledged not to sponsor anyone for membership who did not deserve it, not to
oppose the membership of any person out of personal hostility, and to report all crimes of which
he becamaware, even if a blood relative committed them. Finally, the initiate promised that he
would never defraud fellow members, and that if he betrayed the oath he would submit to the
judgment of his comrades, even ifdé&hdyodecide
The type of men recruited into the vigilante ranks in the two northern counties differed in
significant ways from the composition of the group in Taney County. As seen in Chapter Three,
the original Bald Knob chapter included not only a larggertion of farmers, but an equally
significant number of lawyers, schoolteachers, merchants, storekeepers, and other professions
not related to agriculture. They came from diverse geographical backgrounds; about half of them
listed either Missouri or Tenssee as their birthplace, while the rest came from different parts of
the country, including Virginia, West Virginia, Arkansas, North Carolina, lllinois, Indiana, Ohio,

New York, Massachusetts, and Kansas. One even emigrated from England. They were

“A photocopy of this oath can found in a file |label
Archives in Springfield, Missouri. Lloyd Walker also showed me the original copy winégrviewed him on
January 2, 20089.
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predomnantly older or middle age men, averaging nearly 40 years old apiece, and more than a
qguarter of them had fought for the Union during the Civil War.

By contrast, the members of the Bald Knobbers in Christian and Douglas counties were
overwhelmingly farmes. Out of ninetyfive vigilantes in these counties for whom census records
are available, roughly nine tenths of them engaged in agriculture as their sole or primary
profession. This usually meant that $hey <cl as
Afarm hands, 06 or some related designation on
younger men, averaging around 30 years in age, with many members in their teens or early
twenties. As a result, more than half of them were born in Missehiie most of the rest came
from the neighboring states of Tennessee, Arkansas, and lllinois, with a smattering of members

@ Table 4.1: CHRISTIAN &
from other stateS: Only a few were old enough to have DOUGL AS COUNTY BALD

KNOBBERS — OCCUPATION,
seen militay serviceduring the Civil Warbut of that group | £GE DIS IRIBUTION, AND

PLACE OF BIRTH
. Occupations: Place of Birih:
at least twele fought for the Union, and two fought for the [5mer Fﬂm'}g Nhzsoun ] 55
Other
Confederacy? (Table 4.1) Occupations | § | Tennessee | 14
Political
e Officials 3 | Arkansas | 11
Moreover, the Christian County Bald Knobbers T — 7 Tiinois 3
Total
usually came from humbler economic circumstances than| Individuals* | 107 | Kentucly | 4
Ape Distribution: | Virginia | 2
their counterparts to the south. Although tax assessment -j;er;ige
Ame
: 1885: 30.1 | Indi 2
records for both counties are spotty at best, some general=gv. 2 - xﬂfm
and Ower: 4 | York 1
observations can be gleaned from themstfthe vigilantes | 20 Years
and Under: 17 | Ohio 1

# Some individual= had mors than

in Christian County tended to have less wealth in land tha .
ohe eocupation.

—

*4The data concerning occupation, age distribution, and place of birth for the Bald Knobbers in Christian
and Douglas Counties comes primarily from federal census records for the years 1870, 1880, 1900, and beyond.
Theserecords were accessed using Ancestry.com.

**The individual Bald Knobbers who fought during the Civil Wiaere identified using\lexander Street
Pr e s s ,ThelAmé&ican €ivil War Research Database,
http://asp6new.alexanderstreet.com.libezp.lib.Isu.edu/cvadid/Ancestry.comfiCivil War Collectiong
http://www.ancestry.com/search/rectype/grouplsgié group=CivilWar
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their brethren in Taney County. The land assessment records for Christian County in 1885
contain the names of at least thidge Bald Knobbers. Twentyvo of these, or roughlyvo
thirds, owned land assessed at less than $500, while just nine owned more than $500 of real
estate, and only one owned land worth more than $1,000. By contrast, the land assessment
records for Taney County in 1886 contain the names of at least miiga&bKnobbers. More
than half of these, eleven, owned land valued at more than $500, while just eight owned less than
$500 in real estate. Five of them had land valued at more than $1,000. Second, the wealthiest
vigilantes in Taney County far outstrippiabse in Christian County. Four Bald Knobbers in
Taney County John J. Brown, James K. Polk McHaffie, Alexander C. Kissee, and his brother
Arter Kissee, owned land valued in excess of $1,800, while the wealthiest vigilante in Christian
County, William J&ins, had approximately $1,200 in real estate. Finally, the Bald Knobbers in
Taney County were far more likely to own property in towns, particularly the county seat at
Forsyth, while those in Christian County mainly owned property in rural areas. Forlexamp
John J. Brown owned dozens of lots in Forsyth, and several other Bald Knobbers including
McHaffie, George Washington Middleton, James B. Rice, Charles H. Groom, Reuben S.
Branson, and John L. Cook owned property in Forsyth and other nearby towns s wel

The vigilantes in Christian County did not follow the custom of meeting on the large tree
|l ess hills, or fAbald knobs, o0 favored by their

geographical features did not exist there. Instead, theynteahy of their meetings in caves.

“% Christian County Land Assessmet885, MSA, Reel No. C 164%aney County Land Assessment,
1886 MSA, Reel No. C 14339. | was unable to find a majority the names of the Bald Knobbers who lived in these
counties, partly because theoeds cited here were handwritten and not always legible, and because they may not
have been complete to begin with. In the case of Taney County, the courthouse fire in 1885 probably destroyed
many records that would otherwise have been available. Thevatisas made here are based on the records for
those individuals that | could find, which | believe constitute a large enough sample to make some general
observations, even though they do not encompass every Bald Knobber property owner. Additiomapgré amly
Christian and Taney counties because no land assessment records were available for Douglas County during this
period.
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When the group first organized in the county, Dave Walker suggested that they meet in a cave he
knew of about two miles from his house. The cavern was located in a deep gulch beneath a high,
overhanging cliff face which pwided the vigilantes with natural seclusion from prying eyes.
The mouth of the opening was broad and spacious enough to accommodate many men. In view
of these advantages, the vigilantes made the cavern a regular meetifid place.

Another custom that set tiBald Knobbers in the northern counties apart from their
southern counterparts was their penchant for hideous and terrifying masks. The members of the
original organization in Taney County rarely, if ever, wore masks during their vigilante
excursions® They had no need to, since their members essentially controlled the county
government from the middle to | ate 18800s. I n
did not have that luxury. The sources currently available indicate that only oneffazal in
Christian County, Judge Reuben L. Hale of the county court, may have belonged to the Bald
Knobbers®® In Douglas County, Constable George L. Sanders and Justice of the Peace Joel
Casad likely belonged to the Bald Knobbers, but no other pulfidiadé did >

Thus, the vigilantes in these counties adopted the practice of wearing elaborate masks to
hide their identity. The members typically used black cambric or calico material to make their
masks. The masks covered the whole head and face,aléh ¢ut out for the eyes and mouth.
The men stitched around the edges ofhotlheed hol e
appearance. From the top of the each mask ext

same material. Plugs made of wawdcork held the cones upright, and the point of each

*"Vandeventer, 8%86.

®Dougl as Mahnkey, @i AOz&ksMdunt&meesb(hpeilr1988)asdigiclle Korris
Upton,Bald KnobbergCaldwell, ID: Caxton Printers, 193%860.

“New York Time€ 1 March 1887. When rumors of Haleds invol v
public in 1887 they nearly cost Hale his job, as angry citizens submitiédneetiemanding his resignation.

*U.S. vs. Joel Casad887, KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 99;
U.S. vs. George L. Sandefis887, KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 107.
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protrusion had a tassel of red thread on it. Lastly, they drew circles of white paint around the face
holes to give the masks a ghostly asp&€ine may readily imagine the psychological impact
that sub masks had, particularly on those unfortunate enough to face a party of riders wearing
them in the dead of night. The vigilantes who disguised themselves in this manner wanted to
l ook | i ke fhideous, horrid createsesdo¥Xehdevpbd
(Figure 4.2)

Yet the men who wore the masks did not see
themselves as devils, but as righteous men figliting

justice and morality in their neighborhoods and

communities. The moral fer
stemmed in large part from the devout brand of evangelica
Christianity that many of them shared. Although sufficient
records do not exist to deteine the church membership
status of most Bald Knobbers, contemporary observers

frequently referred to the strong religiosity of many of the rigure4.2: MAN WEARING BALD

KNOBBER MASK. Used by permissior
of the Western Historical Manuscript

vigilantes from Christian and Douglas counties. After the Collection. Rolla. MO

EdensGreene killings one observer noted that 14 o2héndividuals arrested in connection
with that crime belonged to Baptist congregatidhsround the same time, tlenquirerSunof

Columbus, Georgia reported that several members of the vigilante movement then incarcerated,

> New York Sun, 23 August 1888Stone County New®racle, 4 October 1963.
*2Harper, 50.
%% pid., 79.
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including Dave Walker, Josephytie, William Abbott, and C.O. Simmons, all belonged to the
Baptist church?

The emphasis that these vigilantes placed on the moral regulation of their neighborhoods
and communities did not go unnoticed by contemporary observers. In comparing the Bald
Knobkbers to other vigilante groups of the day, the Jeffersonlztly Tribuneconceded that
vigilantes sometimes performed a useful function by tracking down horse thieves and other
criminals. On the other hand, tlgoantofihdleossesr abi | i
of their neighbors to tell them how to live, or to intimidate neighbors for any purpose whatever,
i s ver y >Years &iterthe Eder@reene murder trials, Judge Walter D. Hubbard, the
jurist who presided over the trials, joinetth several other prominent Springfield attorneys in
requesting Governor Lawrence V. Stephens to commute the sentences of Amos Jones and
William Stanley. Hubbard argued that these men bore less responsibility for the tragic deaths of
Charles Greene and Wam Edens than other parties involved in the incident, and said that he
did not believe they fAwere bad men at heart. o
sentiment, and being ignorant, thought that they had a right to go out and make hdmanity

% their notions of right.o

right according
Even some Bald Knobbers from Taney Couetythat their northertrothershad gone

too far in trying to regulate the morals of their neighbors. In their short history of the Bald

Knobber movement, Charles Groom and D.F. McConkey drew a sharp distinction between

themselves and their more fanatical brethren in Christian Countpwer r ed i n trying

those who would not by persuasion or of their own account be what the God of nature designed

** ColumbusEnquirerSun 18 March 1887. This story also ran in fewYork Timesn 18 March 1887.

However, theTimesv er si on r epl aces Jos ewhibhappgalsdo bevanterror.r AiJoseph Kyes
% Jefferson CityDaily Tribune 10 May 1887.
**Walter D. Hubbard to Governor Lon V. Stephens, Springfield, MO, March 1, ¥883tern Historical

Manuscripts Collectiorat Columbia, Missouri. Collection # 1725: Lon V. Stephens Papers, Folder 1.
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t hey s h°0Qrdord anth McCankey pointed to the whipping of the polygamist Greene

Wal ker and the raid MoCadaheyBbodatboandsResgssd
northern cousins had interfered too much in the private lives of other peopdeed, the harsh

attitude of the northern Bald Knobbers toward liquor diverged substantially from the more

relaxed attitude of theisithern counterparts on the subject. As seen in Chapter Two, the

southern vigilantes elected as their chieftain the former saloonkeeper, Nat Kinney, and two of

their more prominent members, Reuben Branson and Calvin Parrish, owned a large distillery
produdng thousands of gallons of whiskey per y&ar.

The northern Bald Knobbers emphasized moral regulation largely because they wanted to
protect their family members from the pernicious influences that accompanied the emergence of
modern industrial capitalisim the Ozarks. In the wake of the railroad and timber companies
came brothels, blind tigers, gambling dens, and various purveyors of vice who challenged the
traditional social mores of the hill country. The vigilantes reacted to these changes by using
violent force to impose moral discipline on their community. Political philosopher Michael
Walzer examined a similar dynamic in an influential essay on the political ideology of
Puritanism in sixteenth and seventeenth century England. The English sociggvthairth to
Puritanism, writes Walzer, exhibited by a high degree of economic growth, social mobility, and
instability. The purpose of Puritan politics,
worl do by enforcing “YSonething siciilartook paceiinthe on soci e

backcountry of North Carolina in the | ate 176

" Groom and McConkey, 445.

*® |bid., 45-46.

*Dougl as Mahnkey, fACapt ai n OziknMoentainea?6 (hugtsh1®78B al d Kn o b
16-17, Goodspeed Brothers, Reminiscet History of the Ozarks Region: Comprising a Conddi@&eneral History
€ of Pr omi (Chkicago, Gnadspeed Brotters, Publishers, 182§

®Mi chael Walzer, fdPuritanism as a ReStodiesinrSomahary | de
Movements: A Social Psychological Perspectivew York: The Free Press, 1969), 184 The quationcomes
from page 149.
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and religious dissenters combined to challenge the wealthy land speculators and corrupt
government officials who exploitetdém. The North Carolina Regulators, as these agrarian
radicals came to be known, drew inspiration from the religious legacy of the Great Awakening,
which created an Ai nsur g ethetmorallsefassaraneetnecessaayt g a v
to challengethose in positions of authority. The Regulators especially objected to the gradual
divergence of Christian morality and capitalist economics, one of the cultural changes
accompanying the emerging capitali sttyand der , a
economics woul ¥ not be separate. o

The zeal to create a righteous society, which in England culminated in the Revolution of
the 1640060s, and in North Carolina resulted in
form in late nineteenth centuAmerica. There the impulse toward moral reform often found
expression in a multitude of vigilante organizations, of which the Bald Knobbers were but one
example. Another more pervasive example was t
cappingnoimtsbeglaern I ndiana in the 188006s an
t he nPWhiteocappirig took a variety of forms, depending on the location and context in
which it occurred. In Mississippi, the white caps were mainly poor white farmerpearisecuted

black farm laborers to prevent economic competitidn.New Mexico, the white caps were

61 Marjoleine KarsBreaking Loose Together: The Regulator Rebellion inReeolutionary North
America(Chapel Hill: University of Nath Carolina Press, 20026 215.For a significantly different
interpretation of the North Carolina Regulators, see Roger ERair, Carolina: Politics and Society in Colonial
North Carolina, 17291776 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pre4881). Ekirch attributes violent
di sturbances such as the Regul ator movement to North C
period owing to its poor economic performance and its lack of qualified local political elites to btdqgffice.
%2 Richard Maxwell BrownStrain of Violence: Historical Studies of American Violence and Vigilantism
(New York: Oxford University Press, 197%4.
®William F. Hol mes, fAWhitecappi n@6 JodmarohSouteann Vi ol enc
History 35, no. 2(May, 1969): 16585; Pete DanielStanding at the Crossroads: Southern Life since 18@Qv
York: Hill and Wang, 1986), 585.
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poor Mexican ranchers who resisted the illegal enclosure of common grazing land by wealthy
Anglo-American and Mexican land ownéfs.

Inits originalandm st prevalent form, however, white
violent mor al regul ation by | ocal masked band
the moral standards of their commurfityn Sevier County in eastern Tennessee, for example,
residentformed a white cap organization around the year 1892. The Sevier County white caps
became notorious for enforcing a stringent moral code on their neighbors, and even whipped
several women suspected of sexual promiscuity. When one of their female vieiihod ber
wounds, the enemies of the white chaiplsl sfdortnoed
combat them, resulting in skirmishes between the grfupkewise, the white caps of
Okl ahomadés I ndian Territory padnoffersdsasksexaae n and
immorality or drunkennes¥.

In southern Indiana, where the first white cap group originated, enforcing individual
morality became the fioverriding concerno of t
i ncl uded i myewyd oeahild beating, bzaess, drunkenness, and improper conduct
bet ween me n % aigniicantiyo theeanthowof the only study on this group links the
surge in vigilante activity in the 18800s to
area in 1883. The railroad drew the regionods

United States, and undermined the economic independence that had previously characterized

“Andrew Bancroft Schl esi nlg8e9rdourddl bfMexicdh dmericarsHisbiyanc a's ,
1, no.2 (Spring 1971)87-129; Robert J. RosenbauMe xi cano Resi stance in the Sout h
SelfP r e s e r {Aastini Wnivabsity of Texas Press, 1981).
% Brown, 150.
8 E.W. CrozierThe WhiteCaps: A History of the Organization in Sevierudty (Knoxville, TN: Bean,
Warters & Gaut, Printers and Binders, 18995088
®" Robert E. CunninghanTyrial by Mob(Stillwater, OK: Redland Press, 1957)18.
% Madeleine M. NobleTheWhite Caps of Harrison and Crawford County, IN: A Study in the Violent
Enforcement of MoralityPh.D. Dissertation: University of Michigan, 1973), 10.
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their |ives. Thus, the Ainaerabpitygy bDhewhBB8BOaAp

sense, a reaction to the®general unsettl ednes
Like the white caps of Tennessee, Oklahoma, and Indiana, the Bald Knobbers of

Sout hwest Missouri responded to t hteimgose@aner al

strict moral order on their communities. But the vigilantes of the Ozarks also clashed with the

agents of economic change on matters of dollars and cents. For example, inth8 @i 6 s, one

of the most powerful economic institutions in SoutbtMdissouri was the J.L. Lee Tie and

Timber Company of Springfield, Missouri, which later merged into the Halesr{Tie

Company. This firm engaged in a variety of lumbering operations throughout the region. One of

its primary businesses was the purchaskteansport of railroad ties, which it bought from local

tie hackers and resold to the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad and other customers. In 1886

the founder of this corporation, Joshua L. Lee, sent his ningtsarold son Robert E. Lee

(namedaf er t he famous general) to Spartd to take
Years later, in an interview with journalist Lucille Morris Upton, Lee estimated that

around 600 Bald Knobbers worked for the timber company as tie hackers. This figure, though

probably greatly exaggerated, indicated how important timber had become to the local economy.

Lee also remembered that sometime after his arrival in Sparta a band of night riders visited his

father at the companyods of fthatctle eldenLecrhisethevi c k. T

price of railroad ties, and tell his tie inspector not to cull so many of their ties before purchase.

They threatened to burn down the companyds co

% bid., 10203.
Walter B. Stevensylissouri: The Center State, 182915 Vol. 3 (St. Louis, MO: Th&.J. Clarke
Publishing Company, 1915), 1880nathan Fairbanks and Clyde Edwin TuRast and Present of Greene County,
Missouri: Early and Recent History and Genealogical Records of Many of the Representative Qitiienapolis,
IN: A.W. Bowen & Compay, 1915,1 6 6 6 ; Milton D. Rafferty, AThe Ozark Fo
Re st o rQeark Wartchs, @o. 2 (Summer 1992): 24.
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recalled that his father refus#iteir request, telling them that he treated them as fairly as he
could, and that if they harmed him or destroyed company property they would only drive him
away and lose jobs and wages. A short time later a company inspector found a note attached to a
loadof ties cut by Dave and Wi lliam Walker. The
Bal d Knobber s "™“Weithel of thesd threats resuliedin actdal violence against the
company or its representatives, likely because the vigilantese@ die legal and economic
consequences of following through on their threats. They did show, however, that some Bald
Knobbers considered achieving economic goals an appropriate use of vigilante action.

Likewise many vigilantesiow wanted to stop new hontesders from settling in their
region. As the Bald Knobber movement gained momentum and spread to different areas of
Southwest Missouri, it began to attract the attention of federal officeholders who worried that
such activities could retard the socioeoonc development of the region. On October 1, 1886,

U.S. Commissioner McLain Jones wrote to federal judge Arnold Krekel expressing his concern

about fAna body of men called Bald Knobbers, wh
giving people noticée o | eave the country, whipping them,
fa great deal of harmo to the region by fAkeep

case in New York in which federal authorities had prosecuted several peopterigstatg to
deprive homesteaders of their right to live on and develop their land. He went on to suggest that
the same strategy might apply in Southwest MissGuri.
The commi ssionerods prediction proved corre
Knobbes from Christian and Douglas counties stood trial in federal court for intimidating

homesteaders and running them off their land. The most successful of these cases, in terms of the

" Upton, 110612.
& SpringfieldDaily Herald, 16 September 188This article discusses the origins of the homesteader
intimidation cases, and includes a copy of a letter sent from McLain Jones to Arnold Krekel.
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number of persons prosecuted, stemmed from the two whippings of thea@h@istinty
homesteader E.P. Helms in July, 1886, and March, 1887. Twenty vigilantes faced charges in
federal court in connection with these two beatifigsb out f our months after
beating, Bald Knobber captain John James led a band of arm@dssked men to the residence
of homesteader Perry Hursh in Christian County. They called him out of his house and ordered
him to leave the county within 30 days or they would hang him. Faced with these unattractive
alternatives, Hursh wisely decided tovemn’

The vigilantesd hostility to homesteaders
in the area. In November, 1886, Bald Knobber John Denny led a party of night riders to the
home of Hugh Ratliff, a homesteader in Douglas County. They fouridf Rabed asleep with
his wife. Suddenly the men broke the door down and burst into the house. A furious struggle
ensued as the vigilantes attempted to seize Ratliff and put a noose around his neck. He fought
back, and in the course of their strugglethen br oke down the bed where

tried to intervene, but her arm became caught

3U.S. v. John Jame4887,KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 82;
U.S. w. James T. Whitel887,KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 118, vs.
William Applegate1887,KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 11.3, vs.
William Smith 1887,KCA, Southern Divifon of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 11BS. vs. James
Morrisett, 1887,KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 128, vs. Jack Hiles
1887,KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docké®2;U.S. vs. Henry Applegat&887,
KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 128, vs. William Roberts & Jack Hiles
1887,KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 126, vs. Sam Newton & Jam
Morrisett, 1887,KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 1283. vs. Gat Walker
1887,KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 1R@, vs. Matt Nash & Gilbert
Applegate 1887 KCA, SoutherrDivision of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 18BS. vs. Andy Adams
& C.0. Simmons1887,KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 18&, vs.
William Newton & Matt Shipmari887,KCA, Southern Division of the Wemstn District of Missouri, Docket # 135;
U.S. vs. Wylie Mhews & Ed Linscott1887,KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket #
136;U.S. vs. Amos Jones & Henry Applegdi@87,KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri,
Docket # 137.S. vs. Newton Myer4887,KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket #
323.

"U.S. vs. John James887, KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Miss, Docket # 82;
U.S. vs. Thomas K. Jonds387, KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket £/78, vs.
Dr. Daniel Vandeventer 18 8 7, KCA, Sout hern Division of the Westerr
namewasspel ed fAHeursho in some of the court document s.
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knees. The young infant she carried in her arms was nearly crushed as a result of the fighting, but
themen et her up when she cried™ut that Athey w

The men finally wrestled Ratliff out of the house. They took him to an old tree stump
where they held him down and proceeded to whip him. As they administered this punishment,

Ratliff askel them why they were treating him this way. The men replied that they wanted him to
Afpay your just and honest debts and tend to vy
homesteaders in this country. 0 Radlpbdnedimbney at er
to one Caleb Atwood, another homesteader who had recently arrived in the area, in order to help
him get establishetf. The U.S. Marshals, acting under orders from Commissioner Jones, began
rounding up the men involved in this case in Decemb886’’ They eventually charged ten

vigilantes with intimidating Ratliff and Atwood and forcing them to leave the county. The

attorney for these men, S.H. Boyd, brokered a deal with U.S. Attorney Maceanas E. Benton
whereby they pled guilty in exchang# frelatively mild sentences of between two and six

months in prison for their role in evicting these mM&n.

Although the efforts of officials such as McLain Jones and Maceanas Benton met with
great success, t he-Bafd&mbleberadmpgn didmotrinmmdatety 6 s ant i
eliminate the threat to homesteaders. In April, 1887, a band of 10 to 15 armed and masked men
visited the homestead of Robert Ellis in Douglas County. When the men arrived, Ellis and his
friend Joseph Bacorn heard them approach.iieglthe danger, Ellis and Bacorn ran outside

and hid in some brush nearby. When vigilantes

;Z U.S. vs. John Denng$887,KCA, Central Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 2520
Ibid.
"New York Times30 December 1886; Jefferson Clirgiily Tribune 14 December 1886.
8 Kansas CityStar, 10 September 1887[aney County News, Zeptember 188New York Timesl2
March 1888; DallasMorning News 12 March 1888. The names of the men sentenced included John Wright,
William Silvey, George Silvey, Jackson Silvey, Sr., Jackson Silvey, Jr., John Dé&ftiietyDenney, John Wright,
Benjamin( fi B e Hangcock, and W.F. Wright.
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George Ellis, but he refused to tell them where his brother had gone. The men told George that

his brother had@days to leave the county or they would kill him. As the vigilantes prepared to

leave, Bacorn heard one of them say they intended to visit his homestead next. The following

day he returned home to find a bundle of switches and a note ordering him tcAldamegh the

men wore masks, Ellis and Bacorn could identify at least four of them from their body types and
voices, including J.L. Garrison, David H. Hunter, John F. Stout, and W.W. Wagoner.
Additionally, Stout ds wi fieformirgtheauthdriteesthathei ed ag
belonged to the Bald Knobbers and had taken part in thé’raid.

Around the same time as the Ellis raid, a party of men including David Hunter, whom
witnesses recognized because of his long white beard visible undenseatisk, went to the
homestead of Noah O6Connell and ordered himt
their order, they burned down his house. The following January a group of Bald Knobbers,
including David Hunter, paid a return visitto RobeltEi s 6s home and ordered
his family, to |l eave his homestead fAunder pen
advising him that A[s]ix feet of | affd wil!]l be

Some homestead intimidanh cases had no definitive connection to the Bald Knobbers
even though they had many of the earmarks of their other actions. One such case involved
homesteader Daniel A. Skeens of Douglas County. Skeens took out a homestead patent in
September, 1886, arsettled with his family on his new land. He found it difficult to earn a
living there, however, and in early 1887 he left his family and his land to find work elsewhere. In
the meantime, one of his neighbors, Uriah Pruitt, filed a lawsuit against Skeekiagsto

appropriate his homestead on the ground that he had abandoned it. The suit went before officials

®U.S. vs. J.L. Garrisqri888, KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 260:
U.S. vs. David Hunter1888, KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 309.
80 yIa:
Ibid.
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in the | ocal u. S. |l and office in Springfield,

appealed the decision to General Land Office in Wastimdnowever, and in the interval U.S.

Attorney Benton wrote to all parties involved informing them that Skeens had the right to remain

on his homestead until authorities in Washington reached a final decision. Acting in defiance of

these instructions, lat constable George L. Sanders went to the homestead with a party of men

and forcibly evicted Skeens and his family from their home. Pruitt and his friends also had the

support of local Justice of the Peace Joel Casad who issued an order allowing $adetrs t

Skeens, even though the land office in Springfield warned him that he had no authority to do so.

Furthermore, Casad refused to allow Skeens to

in his court,o which wtwf'd have upheld his ri
Nothing in the court records related to the Skeens case conclusively proves that the men

who evicted him belonged to the Bald Knobbers, although the timing, location, and methods that

these men employed all suggest such a connection. A simi&oceasrred in Stone County,

where James W. Carr harassed and intimidated one Coe Holley, an elderly homesteader in that

area. Carr lived in Christian County at the time of the federal census in 1880. He had been

cutting some cedar timber from governmentth i n t he vicinity of Holll €

for which he had previously faced charges in federal court. At some point Carr must have

decided to access the timber on Holleyds | and

Jacob Horn made twotatnpts to drive Holley from his property. One night Carr shot into

Hol |l eyds tent while he and his family | ay as|l

81U.S. vs. Simon Lakey887, KCA, Southern Division of the WesteDistrict of Missouri, Docket # 97
U.S. vs. Uriah Pruitt1887, KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket £)98; vs. Joel
Casad 1887, KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket #1/99; vs. Georgk. Sanders
1887, KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 99.
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on his property, Carr tried unsuccessfully to burn it d8%othing in the case file diregtl
substantiates a link to the Bald Knobbers, but once again the timing, location, and nature of the
crime suggest the strong possibility of a connection.

The precise reasons for the Bald Knobber hostility to homesteaders require some effort to
sort out, n part because the court documents do not always explain why the vigilantes targeted
particular individuals. Certain homesteaders
theft or immoral behavior. Nevertheless, the frequency of these cases, atrdrigdederal
response they elicited, suggest that the vigilantes had an underlying motive for wanting to
exclude homesteaders from the area in the 188
inadvertently intruded on existing land arrangements. In #ek3 at that time the custom of
Asquattingo remained fairly prevalent, and ma
somebody else had long held without ever acquiring formaf{iietorney S.H. Boyd, who
represented dozens of the vigilantes inaasicauses, probably had this in mind when he
remarked in the course of one trial that the
and cost to the Government, %nd it would be b

At the same time, some of the B&ldobbers themselves filed for homesteads with the
federal governmentncludingsuch prominent members as David Walker, Gilbert Applegate,
and Bud Ganf® So clearly the vigilantes did not object to homesteaders in general, but rather to
individual homesteaders who somehow provoked them. Access to timber likely played a role in

the decision to target particular homesteaders. As previously discussedeaftewtrailroad

#2U.S. vs. James W. Cart887, KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 88.

% Dallas Morning News9 December 1887.

8 SpringfieldDaily Republican9 September 1887.

% The U.S. General Land Office at Springfield, MO issued David Walker patent number 410 for 160 acres
in Christian County in 187and patent number 32171 for 33 acres in 1886. The same office issued patent number
2956 for 40 ares to James Gann in 1876 and patent number 7463 for 160 acres to Gilbert Applegate in 1891.
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line to Chadwick opened in 1883,-tracking became a significant part of the local economy,
and access to good timber land became extremely important. Judge William L. Vandeventer,
whose own father faced charges in connection with theicaskring Perry Hursh, wrote that
the vigilantes especially disliked fAisquatters
themselves a |l og cabin, and pr o®tObwodslyt o approp
homesteaders were not the samethirgy fisquatters, 0 but Vandevent e
pejoratively to describe those who only came to the area to harvest the timber.

I n the 18806s, a troupe of amateur actors
titled AThe B awhidhinkludeda scEme Bagerl dnyjuystésuch a situation involving
a homesteader and timber theft. In the scene, the Bald Knobbers went at night to the home of
their intended victim, a man named McCormack, and called him out of his house. They informed
himthat fiyou have been stealing ti mbesikybuor t he
dirty old rascal. o0 McCormack, they said, prac

ti mber, 06 and would often coytesrastheiwerkdf$omd t by r

=]

innocent person. For these cri mes % Ateoughi gi | a
the incident represented in the play is probably fictional, it supports the notion that the Bald
Knobbers targeted homesteaders wiak timber that the vigilantes wanted for themselves.

The cases involving E.P. Helms and Coe Holley offer further support for the contention
that access to timber played &donestegdencampaignnt r o
The vigilanteslaimed that they whipped Helms because of his moral deficiencies. Both Helms

and his wife, however, testified that the men targeted him because Amos Ring wanted to acquire

8 vandeventer, 20.
87 3.J. Bruton, et alTheBald Knob Tragedy of Taney and Christian Coungigsarta, MO: SelPublished
by the Authors, 1887), 120.
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his land, and because they desired the timber th&fedkewise, James Carr trigd drive Coe
Holley off his land in order to harvest the timber on it. Even if Carr did not belong to the Bald
Knobbers, which remains uncertain one way or the other, his actions illustrate the lengths to
which some residents would go to obtain preciausér resource®

By aggressively prosecuting vigilantes who harassed or intimidated homesteaders, the
federal government dealt a severe blow to the Bald Knobber movement in Southwest Missouri.
Over a period of roughly two years beginning with the firststs in late 1886, federal
authorities tried and convicted nearly three dozen known or suspected Bald Knobbers in
Christian and Douglas counties for violating
whether the federal legal offensive woulalve exerted sufficient force to collapse the vigilante
organization had not events at a small cabin in Christian County on March 11, 1887, turned the
power of public opinion and the full weight of local and state authorities decidedly against the
vigilantes.

That cabin belonged to James Edens, the father of William Edens, who had so unwisely
antagonized the Bald Knobbers. The elder Edens lived in the northwest quarter of section 5,
township 26, and range 19 of Christian County. He resided in a smalp@mestructure
approximately 16 by 18 feet, with doors on the east and west sides, and a small window to the
right of the western door. His house lay alongside the railroad line to Chadwick, approximately
two miles east of Sparta. A threernered fence erm$ed the yard about the house. It was
shaped that way because the railroad cut off part of the yard. At its closest point, the railroad

passed about 40 yards from the hollse.

8 Sprindield Daily Herald, 28 September 1887.

#U.S. vs. James W. Cart887, KCA, Southern Division of the Western District of Missouri, Docket # 88.

A1l information about the | oc atfionnJohn&€rRogeldhey out o f
former county clerkwho testified in the EdenSreere murder caseState of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathewis888,
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On the night in question, James Edens had two of his adult children staying with him. His
daughter Melvina had recently given birthetehild, and since that time had experienced a bout
with the measles. Her husband, Charles Greene, had taken her and their two young children to
stay with her parents so they could help nurse her back to health. James Edens stayed up until

about tkehatewed@ng,lsitting with his daughter Melvina and administering her
N

T =1

to his parentsd house Jffor a visigtalong with

Door

medicine. His son William, who lived about a

guarter mile northwest of him, had also come

“[window

wife Emma’®* (Figure 43) Earlier that day, ¥ 3
William had visited Sparta where he once
again publically antagonized the vigilantes by s: :
Tllustration Ke:
comparing a Bald Knobblgfrrrss ‘éi‘;i‘;fj‘;ﬁlfgfjj{; ep killing

3. Where William Edens and his wife slept
dog, 0 and i mplying t h attWhepValiam e bpdywa fg‘mdmuch ri ght

5. Where Charles Green's body was tound

kill one as the other. This insult had apparentrigure 4.3: DIAGRAM OF JAMES EDENS' CABIN. This

author's sketch is based osimilar diagram found iState of
Missouri vs. David Walkerl888, MSA, Missouri Supreme

reached the ears of youlyglliam Walker, Court Files, Box 1144, Case 4

who vowed revenge on the impertinent Ed&ns.
Around the time that the Edens and Greene families had settled down to bed, Dave
Walker and a group of about twerftye to thirty Bald Knobbers began holding a meefifighe

specific purposefdhe meeting remains somewhat vague. Judge Vandeventer and Robert Harper

MSA, Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case &tate of Missouri vs. David Walkeil888, MSA Missouri
Supreme Court FileBBox 1144, Gse 4.

%1 State of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathevi888, MSAMissouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 8.

%2 vandeventer, 3, 122.

% According to the various court records pertaining to this incident, the men who attended the meeting
included Dave Walker, William Walker, James McGuire, John Mathews, James Mathews, Wiley Mathews, C.O.
Simmons, Gilbert Applegate, William Stanley, Williddewton, Charles Graves, Joeseph Inman, Joseph Hyde,
Andrew Adams, Amos Jones, Lewis Davis, Peter Davis, John Hiles, Jack Hiles, William Johns, James Preston,

William J. (fABudo) Ray, William Abbot, Jesse Robertson
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both wrote that Dave Wal ker, who had grown wa

called the meeting in order to disband the organizafitmhis testimony in Dave Wale r 6 st r i a |

Gilbert Applegate confirmed that the day before the meeting at the old smelter Walker told him

that he wanted to disband his group, and he wanted Applegate to attend because he had taken

part in disbanding some of the Bald Knob legions in Desi@ounty. Once at the smelter,

however, Dave Wal ker did not attempt to disba

made any proposition to®disband his men | did
The meeting commenced around darmughlytvwd c!| oc k

hours. 1t took place in an isolated | ocation

Ahol |l erd about two miles southeast of Spart a,

The smelter was located in the northwest quafteection 6, township 26, and range®$3he

meeting itself does not apgreto have been especially weliganized or purposeful. James

McGuire, who attended the assembly, testified that members continued to drift in for roughly an

hour after the meetingggan, and some men got bored and left early. As the members arrived,

most of them congregated beneath a tree next to the road running through that place. The night

air must have felt cold, however, for someone had built a fire about tfireatyr thirty feet

from the tree, and during the meeting men wou

the fire. o Several of them carried weapons, m

William Newton later recalled that Wiley Mathews carriedoalgle barreled shotgun, and John

Mathews had a Winchester rifle, while Newton himself carried a pistol and a shotgun. Most of

%vandeventerd7; Harper, 889 This explanation also appears in Hartman and Ingenthron, 151.

% State of Missouri vs. David Walker888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 4.

% State of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathevi888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 8;
State of Missouri vs. David Walker888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 4.
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the men wore the distinctive Bald Knobber mask of black cambric or calico cloth with horns and
tassels of white or red thredd.

The men present discussed a variety of topics, much of it unrelated to any kind of
vigilante business. Gilbert Applegate recalle
andseon é and bragging on their gumrmenauggesteine t h
whipping various individuals, but most of those present rejected these proposals. Then someone
proposed that they go pour out some whisky belonging to a local moonshiner named William
(ABucky Bill o) Roberts, umd wtermr ho ®alvec RWatl kkatr ¢
meeting broke up. Some of the men parted ways with the others and returned to their homes, but
at least half of the crowd followed Dave Walker as he led them out of the holler. A few of the
vigilantes, including Dave Walkerode horses, but most of the crowd proceeded on foot. The
group following Walker headed in a northeast direction, passing the homes of Thomas Day and
Judge Reuben L. Hale, before reaching the tracks of the railroad line to Chadwick. They crossed
the tra&s at a railroad crossing built for the convenience of tie hackers and timber haulers. At
this point, some of them must have realized t
for a group of about ten or twelve of them led by William Walker braokaysgrom the rest, ran
towards the house, and entered it. Finding William Edens absent, the men decided to search for
him at his fatherds house, | ocated about a qu
railroad, and then followed thetracks¢ a r api d pace down towards J
action apparently took the rest of the vigilantes, including Dave Walker, Joe Inman, Gilbert

Applegate, and James R. McGuire, completely by surprise. When he saw the men rushing

97 State of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathevi888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 8;
State of Missouri vs. David Walkerl888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case &tate of Missouri
vs. William Walker1888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case McGuire testified in all four
trials involving the Bald Knobbers sentenced to death. This inclidediohn Mathews trial, but that case file is
incomplete and his testimony is missing. William Newton testified in the Wiley Mathews and William Walker trials.
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towards James Edehsuse, Joe Inman hollered to his chieftain to stop them or they would get
themselves into trouble. Walker called out to
either did not hear him or chose to ignore the ottler.

A great deal of confusion andraetimes contradictory testimony surrounds the events
that happened next, but the following facts are clear. After the crowd of about ten or twelve Bald
Knobbers reached the Edens cabin one of them called out, presumably to William Edens,
somethingtothe f f ect of A Get out of there, God damn
suddenly when he heard the commotion outside. As he sprang out of bed and pulled up his pants,
he shouted to his father, AGet wupnsjumpedoutt he B
of bed and felt for his pistol in the pocket of the coat that he had left hanging over the bed. He
called to his wife, who said she had the weapon, and he grabbed it from her. About that time
someone on the outside shattered the window owgiséern side of the house and fired three
shots into it

The next moment the two doors on either side of the house crashed open. Wiley Mathews
used an axe he found in the yard outside to break down the western door, while someone else,
possibly WilliamWalker, kicked in the door on the other side. Suddenly, eight or ten men surged
into the house, setting off a chaotic struggle inside of it. Three of them seized James Edens, who
had just laid hold of his pistol, and attempted to pry the weapon away fnerw\ith a strength
born of desperation, Edens managed to break loose of two of his assailants just long enough to
raise his pistol and fire a round, which struck William Walker in the leg. At the same time he
saw what appeared to be an axe coming atdas.hHe managed to turn his head just enough to

avoid taking the full force of the axe on his skull, but still suffered a glancing blow. At roughly

% Ibid.
% |bid.
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the same time someone fired a shot which ripped through the side of his neck, creating a wound
which Coroned . P. Ral ston | ater described as #fAl arge
finger very readily for quite a distance. 0 Ja
across his daughten-law Emma onto one of the beds in the house. He did na¢ wakintil the
following day®

As the elder Edens struggled with his assailants, his son and-konm faced mortal
danger. One of the masked men ordered William Edens to raise his hands, and he immediately
complied. But an instant later another of thgilentes, most likely Wiley Mathews, shot him in
the back with a shotgun at point blank range. Several of the pellets pierced his heart, and others
tore all the way through his torso. As Edens fell to the floor in front of the fireplace, someone
else shohim in the back of the head with a rifle. The bullet entered the back of his skull and
exited underneath his chin. Meanwhile, another vigilante shot Charles Greene in the side of his
head. The bullet entered his left temple and pierced his brain, bdtnbticome out the other
side. Instead, it left an impression in his skull thatcoulfiloei st i nctly felt | ust
e a When Melvina Greene saw her brother killed, she jumped out of bed. One of the vigilantes
raised his gun as if to shootrhbut she got her hand up in time to deflect the muzzle of the
weapon. When the gun discharged, the bullet tore off the tip of the little finger on her left hand,
and the blast from the front of the weapon caught her dress on fire. The woman brieflgcgrapp
with her assailant, and managed to pull the mask partly off his face. She noticed that he had no

beard, which in those days usually indicated a young'ffian.

199 hid. Coroner Ralston testified in all four cases, as did James Edens.

Ypid.Mel vina Greene | ater identified her assailant a
testimony demonstrated that Ray had gone home after the meeting and had not gone to the Edens house. In
retrospect, her assailant was most likely William Walkdrpse was also a young man and clean shaven.
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After the shooting subsided, the Bald Knobbers quickly exited the house. Emma Edens
managed toxdricate herself from beneath her fathed awdés wunconscious body,
check on her husband. Before she got to him, however, she saw two of the vigilantes standing
out in the yard a few feet from tthe Hiomraganre.
The other man, who later testimony revealed was most likely William Walker, raised his gun and
fired a |l ast shot into the house. Then the me
found her husband still breathing when she gotrim but he drew only a few short breaths
before he expired?

The tragic events that t (astddonlpdfewcnenutesnsi de J
butthey fundamentally altered the entire course of Bald Knobber move@wesightthe
vigilanteshadtrandormed themselves from righteous defenders of the law and Christian
morality into murderes, outlaws, and social pariahs, an outcome that surely surprised many of
them.TheBald Knobberghought of themselves as dutiful citizens fighting against crime and
immoral behavior that the railroads, industry, and social change had brought to their
communities. They considered themselves protectors of poor families from what they perceived
as the unfair policies of corporations like the J.L. Lee Tie and Timber Gomaad unfair
competition from homesteaders who used federal law to deprive them of resourcesitizesy

therownThe i ncident at James Edensd cabin change

192 |bid.
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CHAPTERS : SEBNE OF GHASTLINES&I DECLINE OF THE BALD KNOBBERS IN
SOUTHWEST MISSOURI

The EdengGreene murders constituted a watershed mothabdramatically altered the
history of the Bald Knobber movement in Southwest Missouri. The homicides prompted a harsh
response from local authorities in Christian County, palgity Sheriff Zachariah A. Johnson,
who energetically set out to track down those responsible for the killings and bring them to
justice. At a special session of the circuit court held the following month, the grand jury not only
indicted sixteen individals whom they held responsible for the deaths of Edens and Greene, but
also investigated many other vigilasredated crimes. These inquiries eventually produced
indictments against roughly 80 individuals on around 250 charfles.antiBald Knobber
crackdown by local authorities in Christian County, coupled with the ongoing campaign of
federal authorities against vigilante intimidation of homesteaders, succeeded in quashing
virtually all Bald Knobber activity in Southwest Missouri. Most of the leadinganges found
themselves in court facing charges for crimes of varying severity. Mahg others took the
opportunity to flee the region ahead of the anticipated pé€Se=n as the Bald Knobber
movement began to die out, however, interest in theawitgs increased markedly among the
state and national press. The murders of Edens and Greene, and the numerous trials with their
captivating courtroom dramas that followed them provided perfect fodder for editors and
reporters interested in capitalizing the lurid and sensational aspects of the Bald Knob story.
Although many journalists reported on their subjects accuratiye of the media coverage
contained myths, distortions, and outright falsehoods, which unfortunately affected public

perceptions ofhe Bald Knobbers and the Southwest Missouri region.

! Kansas CityStar, 28 April 1887;St. Louis PosDispatch 28 April 1887;New York Time29 April 1887.
2 Kansas CityStar, 28 April 1887;New York Time28 April 1887.
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Even before the slayings of William Edens and Charles Greene, some people had begun
calling for swift action to put down the Bald Knobber movement in Southwest Missouri. In
addition to the antBald Knobber protests originating in Taney County, the actibtise
vigilantes in Christian County and other places began drawing unfavorable attention in the press.
About three months prior to the tragedy at the Edens cabiSttheuis Republicadenounced
the organization as a dyyagannsthlthhedpeacei ofa
was fAbringing th’pst aygceadeseddaidiBepapblti €.amd s
sentiment, and added that the Bald Knobbers posed an obstacle to the socioeconomic progress of
Sout hwest Mi s $migwation and da@tal eannstde efideated to go into counties
where mob | aw rules. o The city of Springfield
the Bald Knobbers held sway, arguedilbader because ATaney and Chri s
countiesare directly tributary to Springfield, and influences which retard the development of
those counties are influences®*directly inimic

These arguments seemed to carry weight with federal authorities. As discussed in the
previous chapter, federal officeholders in Southwest Missouri began cracking down on the Bald
Knobbers in late 1886, primarily by prosecuting vigilantes who violated the rights of
homesteaders to live on and develop their property. The men who spearheagiorthis
included officials such as U.S. Commissioner McLain Jones and District Attorney Maceanas E.
Benton, both of whom worked assiduously to bring to justice as many Bald Knobbers as
possible. By contrast, prior to March, 1887, no Bald Knobbers facedeshar Christian County
for crimes related to vigilante activity, and local officials in that county and elsewhere seemed to

have little interest in prosecuting these men. Some of the officials, like Sheriff Zach Johnson,

% St. Louis Republicari2 December 1886.
* Springfield Leader13 December 1886.
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knew the vigilantes as friends,igkbors, and political supportetsyhile others like County
Judge Reuben L. Hale may have belonged to the organization themselves. Most of them
probably feared the consequences of attacking an organization that exercised such great
influence in their neigborhoods. Journalistic critics of the night riders decried this apparent
apathy, arguing that the Al aws of the state h
broken up unless the st at ¢eadeargesl authoriesickenf or ced .
Christian, Taney, and Douglas counties to dlo
circuit court in their respective districts.

Ultimately, it took more than prodding by newspapers to convince reluctant officeholders
to take actionagan st t he Ozar kso6 fearsome night riders
take place, which would turn public opinion against the vigilantes and force local officials into
action. The murders of William Edens and Charles Greene provided just such @ pipipin
News of the homicides spread rapidly from fAine
throughoutthearesar ousi ng the fAintense indign&ni ono of
March 13, the citizens of Ozark held a public meeting at the courthouse where they passed
resolutions condemning the Bald Knobbers and urging county officials to act swiftly against
them? The public also demonstrated its anger by their attitude to@Gandty Judge Reuben L.
Hale. During the course of the investigation into the Ed&reene affair, it became known that

Judge Hale probably belonged to the Bald Knobbers. Although he had played no role in that

night 6s unf ort unat eilastevoatragess far asamyone knewaangty ot her

®William L. VandeventerJjustice in the Roug{Springfield, MO: The Author, 1937), 99.

® Springfield Leaderl7 December 1886.

"Robert L. HarperAmong the Bald Knobbers: A History of the Desperaddéise Ozark Mountains,
Their Atrocious Deeds, Rendezvous, Homes and Habits, the Arrest and Corfd@liticom, MO: The Author,
1888), 57.

8 St. Louis Posbispatch 14 March 1887.

°Vandeventer, 100.
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citizens petitioned Hale to resign his position on the County Court immediatéfye did not

resign, and he actually won another term in the same office in'4888the initial backlash
againsthimrevealedhe publ i cd6s hostility toward the vig
murders.

The first official to view the scene of the crime was the county coroner J.P. Ralston, who
went to James Edensd cabin the morpsdsand after
made notes about the wounds. He also examined James Edens, who had been seriously wounded
in the attack but would eventually recovéRalston left the crime scene as he had found it and
went to assemble a cor on esd@m andinteryiewadthec h r et ur
survivors, including the wives of the deceased, Emma Edens and Melvina Greene. Neither
woman could positively identify the attackers, since all of them wore masks, but they did give
the names of six men whom they thought they tecognized, including Samuel Preston, Sr.,
Samuel Preston, Jr., James Preston, Wi lliam J
Inman. The women swore out affidavits against these men, and arrest warrants weré issued.

Mrs. Greene identified young Birhy as the man with whom she had struggled in the cabin.
She had managed to pry her assailantds mask p
Ray from his beardless face, which in those days usually indicated a young man. Subsequent

testimony,however, later exculpated hith.

°New York Time21 March 1887.
" Missouri Secretargp f St at &égister OffCivili Offieers, Vol. Jdairi Christian Counties]865
1904 MSA, Record Group 5, Reel No. 38p. 422.
12 State of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathewl888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case.8
13vandeventer99-100; St. Louis PosDispatch 15 March 1887Springfield Expressl8 March 1887.
14 State of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathevi$888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court File8ox 1144, Case 8;
State of Missouri vs. David Walkerl888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court s Box 1144, Case.dames McGuire
and Joseph Inman later testified that Ray had gone home after the meeting at the Old Smelter. In light of this, Mrs.
Greeneds assailant was most | ikely Wi lliam Walker, who
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The responsibility for tracking down the Bald Knobbers who participated in the Edens
Greene affair felto Sheriff Johnson. In 18748 sheriff, a native of Indiana, had moved to Ozark
in Christian County as a young man. éleentually settled down there, married, and raised a
family. Johnson became active in county politics, and in 1886 he received an appointment from
Governor John S. Marmaduke to fill the office of sheriff, which had fallen vacant after the death
of the ircumbent William Gardnéef. In response to the Ede@eene killings, Johnson quickly
assembled a posse and went in search of the perpetrators. Acting on the information obtained
from the widows of Greene and Edens, the sheriff quickly arrested SamuehP8&stbis son,
Bud Ray, and William Robert§.He then caught an important break. Acting on a tip from an
anonymous source, he managed to locate and arrest Joe Inman, who became the first Bald
Knobber to break down and make a full confession, naming @veitye knew of who had been
involved in the events of that tragic nighitUsing this information, Sheriff Johnson quickly
apprehended almost all of the vigilantes who had either attended the meeting at the Old Smelter
or had taken part in the killings. Byarch 16, he had sworn affidavits agaitvegnty-two of his
suspects and had already arrestedeenof them, including several of the leaders like Dave
Walker, John Mathews, Wiley Mathews, and C.O. Simnidiitie following day the sheriff had
nineteermen in custody, and moved Inman to the Greene County jail in Springfield for his own
protection®® By March 18, Johnson had in addition netted Andrew Adams, Jesse Robertson,
Gilbert Applegate, Peter Davis, Lewis Davis, and James McGuire, which broughtdhe tot

number of suspects incarcerated to twefivg.?°

5vandeventer, 98.

16 st. Louis PosbDispatch 15 March 1887.

7 Springfield Expressl8 March 1887New York Timesl8 March 1887.

18 St. Louis PosDispatch 16 March 1887Springfield Expressl8 March 1887.
19St. Louis Posbispatch 17 March 1887New YorkTimes 18 March 1887.

20 st, Louis PosbDispatch 18 March 1887.
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Thus, in about a week, Sheriff Johnson managed to round up nearly all of the parties
suspected of taking part in the Edg€hieene affair. His swift response to the situation earned
him name recognitiominewspapers across the couritrgnd effusive praise from journalists,
one of whom referred tofigheckaderi capsuperdobrm
record i n f?Okthe Suspedtshonlg WiltiamaValker, the assistant chief anadfon
the vigilante chieftain Dave Walker, remained at large. The younger Walker had suffered a
wound in his leg during the fray at the Edens cabin, which caused his father to take him into
Douglas County where he could hide with his relatives and recup8heetf Johnson would
later invent a cunning stratagem to apprehend the young man, but for the moment he remained
outside of the | awbdbs reach.

In the meantime, the excitement occasioned by the Bald Knobber murders and the
ensuing manhunt began to fray tierves both of the county officials and the public at large.
About ten days after the murdersexo unty cl er k J. C. Rogers, who
constantly ¢é since the Bald Knob campaign beg
during that period. Similarly, County Recorder W.M. Wade spent so much time guarding Bald
Knobber prisoners that he had to catch up on his paperwork on a Sunday. He sheepishly told a
reporter that he fAhoped his relfragionddle fri ends
stress of the situation particularly impacted the citizens of Ozark, the county seat. They felt
especially uneasy because of the large number of Bald Knobbers incarcerated in their
courthouse, and because the jail was too small and dilagittaeccommodate so many. Such

great fear did the night riders engender in that part of the county that many townsfolk assumed

L New York Time24 August 1887New York Time28 August 1887; Dalla#/eekly Herald27 August
1887; OmahaNebraskaDaily Herald, 30 December 1888.

2 Harper, 68.

% Kansas CityStar, 21 March 1887.
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that the vigilantes would raid their community in a rescue effort. It appeared as though their
worst fears had come true on #weening of March 17, when reports reached Ozark of gunfire
coming from the direction of Sparta. In their heightened stafesagfmany residents assumed
that a Bald Knobber rescue party approached their town. Alarms went out, and soon a large body
of armel citizens assembled at the courthouse ready to repel the anticipated raiding party. Wild
rumors began circulating; one man ran into town and reported that dveemiy men had died
in fighting between Bald Knobbers and citizens at Sparta. It turnetlmugver, that the object
of their fears was nothing more than a -boiste
wishers serenaded a newly married couple with dozens of gunshots aimed afthe sky.

The publicbs anxi et ycerncabauithe seduritwof théhpridorergi t i m
confined to the courthouse, forced local officials to consider other means of housing them. On
March 19, Sheriff Johnson and two deputies took fifteen Bald Knob prisoners to Springfield by
train, and placedtheminh e county j ai |l t P&heemdd adthegeaterat er
number of their prisoners to Springfield allowed county officials to focus on the task of gathering
evidence and preparing for the trials which would inevitably ensue. In late Mardde Walter
D. Hubbard of the circuit court called for fa
19"0f April o to deal with the-GRenthbmiideSbber s cor

In the meantime, Sheriff Johnson and his deputiesreged their search for William
Wal ker, the |l ast remaining vigilante who had
significance, not only because of his prominent role in the EGeaene killings, but also
because he had served as the assishagf of the Bald Knobbers in Christian County. For this

reason, the county government and Governor Marmaduke together put up a reward of $300 for

24 st. Louis PosbDispatch 18 March 1887.
% Springfield Leaderl9 March 1887.
% Kansas CityStar, 29 March 1887.
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information leading to his apprehensfdi.he problem was that William Walker seemed to have

disappearedino t he hills. Some reports circulated ¢t

near Chadwick, o while others stated t#Hat he h

Joe Inman told authorities that the young man lost a lot of blood from his guwsined, which

| nman believed fiwill #n all probability prove
William Walker did not die. Heventinto Douglas County where his father Dave had

taken him to stay with his uncle, Charles Gatsadm Gat 6) Wal ker , unt i | he r

he remained safe in the hills among his relatives, it seemed unlikely that the law could reach him.

Sheriff Johnson did have one asset, however, which he utilized to the fullest possible advantage.

He hadn his custody one William Newton, a Bald Knobber arrested in connection with the

EdensGr eene af f air. Newtonbdbs sister, Loi s, was
his fiancé®
William Newtonds brother, Jo &mlpbbhrs, buehad on, a

not yet been arrested for anything. Joe wanted to help his brother in any way he could, so he
approached Sheriff Johnson with an offer to help him capture William Walker. The sheriff told
Joe Newton that if he helped capture William Walke would do whatever he could do for
Joeds *hoedirsthisited.his brother in jail and urged him to testify for the state, which
was advice he wisely decided to folldfNext he visited Dave Walker and convinced the
vigilante chieftain that he anted to help his son get far away from Southwest Missouri where he

could be safe from capture. Dave Wal ker agre

*"bid., 21 March 1887.

28 5t Louis PosDispatch 18 March 1887.

# Kansas CityStar, 17 March 1887.

®william Vandeventewroteth at fAit was generally understood that
Vandeventer, 107.

*! |bid., 10607.

%2 Springfield Leader21 April 1887 SpringfieldDaily Republican7 September 1887.
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whereabouts. He even wrote a letter of introduction for Newton to use in locating his son. About

two weeks after the murders, Joe Newton left for Douglas County in a wagon, taking with him

his sister Lois and William Wal kerods sister E
bait to earn William Wal ker 0s entions®othemattheough h
ti me. When they arrived at Gat Wal ker éds home

had already crossed the state line into Baxter County, Arkansas. Gat Walker told Newton he
could find the young fugitive at his Uncle JohnMeer 6 s house in Arkansas.
prevented Newton from taking the women any farther in the wagon, so he sent them back to

Christian County. He then set off for Arkansas accompanied by Joseph Walker, another one of

Wi | | i am&giguresd) e s .

When Joe Newton arrived aié't
Baxter County, he found William Walkestill hobbling around on i
crutches because of his wounded leg, and an outlaw named d
Bean who had recently escaped from the Greene County jail in

Springfield. Newton persuaded both men to accompany him

Figure 5.1: JOSEPH WALKER.
This photograph is a part of the
across the border to West Plains, Missouri,lengretext of Lloyd Walker Collection at the
Greene County Archives. It is use

. . here with the permission of Lloyd
helping them escape capture. From West Plains they could catyygjker. P Y

train down to Jonesboro, Arkansas, from whence they would enter the hill country surrounding
Batesville. There they could hide out in greater security, he argued, than atithent location.

The two fugitives agreed, and followed Newton to West Plains. While en route Newton and
Walker discussed the fateful night of the Ed&rsene killings. According to Newton, Walker

told him that he blamed the botched raid on the manypirex i enced fAtenderfoots

¥ 3ee, testimony of Joseph NewtorSitate of Missouri v&Villiam Walker 1888, MSA, Missouri
Supreme Court FileBBox 1144, Case; Vandeventer, 1669.
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vigilantes that night. Walker told Newton that he had struggled with Charles Greene because he
had pulled a pistol and tried to wrestle the weapon away from him. In all probability it was
actually James Edens with whom k& had grappled, but he would not have known that at the
time. Walker also mentioned that one of women (probably Melvina Greene) attacked him and
tore off part of his mask, and that he would
hand up in tne to deflect his pistol. When the men arrived at their destination, they decided to
camp for the night just outside of town. Joe Newton took the first opportunity to go into town
and send a telegram to Sheriff Johnson in Ozark, telling him to come td>\aliest
immediately. The sheriff gathered his deputies and did as instructed, arriving in West Plains in
time to arrest William Walker and Frank Bean before they could board another train back to
Arkansas. The lawmen also arrested Joe Newton, but ongefotke other two from suspecting
his role in their capture, which only became public knowledge about a year later at the trial of
William Walker, where Newton testified against Walker and explained his role in the assistant
chiefod capture.

Thearrestof William Walker brought to twentgix the number of vigilantes arrested in
connection with the EderSreene murders. As impressive as the performance of Sheriff
Johnson and his deputies had been, there still remained the hard work of gathering information
that the county prosecutor, Gustavus A. Watson, could use to build cases agaiiish thskn
easier said than done. The men who raided the
dark, and the chaotic struggle inside lasted only a few moments. Edena &nd Melvina
Greene, who had witnessed and survived the attack, could only guess the identity of those
attackers whom they thought they recognized. Thus, if the prosecution wanted to build a case

against any of the vigilantes, it would have to obtaformation from the Bald Knobbers

34 |bid.
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themselves. As long as the vigilantes kept their oaths and refused to divulge any secrets
regarding their order, the prosecution would find it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to
prove any charges against thenorie or more of them broke, however, the entire Bald Knobber
band could end up in prison. Dave Walker foresaw this danger, and tried to convince his fellow
vigilantes to stonewall the authorities and withhold any useful facts from them. Shortly after the
EdensGr eene kil lings, Walker conferred with his
events to themselves. He instructed them to invent alibis which they could corroborate for each
other. For example, Walker told Charles Graves, Joseph Inman,t@ifijgegate, and James
Mc Guire to say that they spent the evening pl
around the time of the murdefLikewise, during the court proceedings the following month
several witnesses said that after being arréAtaliter tried to convince them not to divulge
information. One witness said that the chieftain went so far as to come up to him in the
courthouse and tell him to fiDie with the whol
Knob prisoners that theiocmr ades outsi de stood ready to fdinf
anyone who might *®give anything away. o

These rumors and threats notwithstanding, the Bald Knobbers did not prove very
disciplined when it came to obstructing prosecutors and resistergogation. Over the next
few weeks and months, a veritable wave of confessions took place. Many vigilantes who had
sworn oaths of secrecy quickly forgot their pledges and by telling whatever they knew looked for
an opportunity to curry favor with thegsecution. Like a series of dominos falling, each new
confession led to others, as men realized that if their comrades had already started talking they

had little to gain from silence. As mentioned above, the first such domino to fall was Joseph

% See, testimony of Charles Graves and Joe Inm&isite of Missouri vs. David Walker888, MSA,
Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case.4
% Kansas CityStar, 15 April 1887.
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Inman, o of the Bald Knobbers who had attended the meeting at the Smelter and witnessed,

but did not directly participate in, the Ede@seene killings. Inman gave a description of the
nightoés events, including the mektomgt la¢e Eden:
cabin. He gave the names of several men whom he had recognized at either place, and he
identified Wi lliam Walker as the one who | ed
home, and who suffered a wound in the fray. Perhaps most niguminall, Inman reported that

shortly after the killings Dave Walker had conferred with John Mathews and suggested that if

someone would take care of his son he woul d I

them women, o themes$ée§/ sil encing any wit
Shortly after I nmands confession, James Mc
young man who was boarding at Joe I nmands hou

Bald Knobbers earlier that day. The assistant chief, William Watidaministered the oath to

him and also showed him the special hand grips and passwords by which vigilantes identified

each other. I n most respects McGuirebdts testim
corroborated | nmano6s emeatisgiatdthe smelkeebrokeaup ek thoughd t  w h
the participants were going home. Mc Guire did

house, and said that he did not even realize whose house it was until after the attack occurred. He
also said that Dave ¥ker gave him a pistol with one round in it as they left the smelter
ground>®

Like James McGuire, William Abbott displayed especially bad timing when he decided

to join the Bald Knobbers. On the invitation of Joseph Hyde, Abbott attended the final nag¢eting

37 Kansas CityStar, 17 March 18875St. Louis PosDispatch 18 March 1887; Testimony of Joe Inman in
State of Missouri vs. David Walker888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case.4

¥ Kansas Citystar,21 March 1887;Testimony of James McGuire Btate of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathews
1888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case.8
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the Old Smelter, and took the oath of membership that very night. He apparently did not know

much about the organization when he joined. When asked in court what the purpose of the Bald
Knobbers was, Abbott repli &dowhatf ;i thegi dndno
what their object was. o0 Abbott did not accomp
therefore did not testify concerning the murders. He did, however, talk about what transpired at

the meeting at the smelter. He gave the rsaofiseveral of the vigilantes present, and explained

how they equipped themselves, including weapons and nasks.

The testimony of another Bald Knobber, Charles Graves, also signifiediettyed
Ssubsequent murder tri al s rlydémstatngt® dilegMathewsnce pr
and Dave Walker. Graves recalled that after t
spoke to him about what transpired in the cabin. Mathews told him that he had killed William

Edens that night tfhtaa $a&vehhlits hi mc li éi®Giadeen b ac k

al so corroborated Joe I nmanédés claim that Dave
murders. The chieftain, said Graves, proposed
burndownd mes Edens6 cabin, so as*Itadditiondoastify;g any t

about the events surrounding the Ed&meene killings, Graves actually took Sheriff Johnson to
the crime scene and helped him recover evidence, including some Bald Knobber masks,
weapons, and a dark lantern that the vigilangesHidden following the murdefs.

Shortly after Charles Graves agreed to testify, Reverend C.O. Simmons and William

Newton both expressed their desire to turn st

% Testimony of William Abbott irState of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathevi888, MSAMissouri Supreme
Court Files Box 1144 Case 8

“? Testimony of Charles Graves $tate of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathevi888, MSA Missouri Supreme
Court Files Box 1144, Case.8

1 Testimony of Charles Graves $tate of Missouri vs. David Walker888, MSA Missouri Supreme
Court Files Box 1144 Case 4

“2 St. Louis PosbDispatch 23 April 1887;Springfield Leader23 April 1887.
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request, saying that they already hadceugh t est i mony. I n Newtonds c
have changed their minds, for they later dropped their case against him in order to use him as a
witness in subsequent tridfNe wt on6s testi mony, along with th
pivotal in aquitting Gilbert Applegate, the first Bald Knobber to stand trial for muftler.
Newton also helped convict several other Bald Knobbers of murder. For example, he testified
that he saw Wi ley Mathews batter dowandtiae st er n
he witnessed William Walker fire the last shot into the Edens cabin as he stood outside the door
of the house. Finally, he swore that after the killings, Wiley Mathews told him that he had an
empty gun, which indicated that he had fired it intibase*

The preceding examples represent a few of the more prominent instances in which the
Bald Knobbers themselves provided the prosecution with the evidence necessary to build a case
against the parties responsible for the Ed8resene murders. By ¢itime the special term of the
circuit court began on April 19, 1887, Prosecutor Watson had enough evidence to pursue
indictments against sixteen of the twesty men originally arrested in the case. On April 21, the
grand jury handed down indictments fost degree murder against twelve men for the killing of
William Edens. These included David Walker, William Walker, Wiley Mathews, John Mathews,
C.O. Simmons, Gilbert Applegate, William Stanley, William Newton, Charles Graves, Joe
Inman, Amos Jones, akhdrew Adams. Two days later the grand jury delivered indictments
for murder against the same individuals and four othdesmes Mathews, Joe Hyde, Lewis

Davis, and Peter Davisfor the killing of Charles Greerf8 The defendants charged in each of

*3 Springfield Leader21 April 1887;Albuquerque Morning Democra22 April 1887 Kansas CityStar, 6
September 1887.

* SpringfieldDaily Republican7 September 1887.

** Testimony of William Newton irState of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathewi888, MSA Missouri Supreme
Court Files Box 1144, Case.8

“6 St. Louis PosbDispatch 22 April 1887;St. Louis PosDispatch 23 April 1887.
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theseindictments pled not guilty and quickly filed for a continuance on the basis that they had
not had sufficient time to prepare for their defense. Since many of them were relatively poor
men, they also needed time to raise the necessary fundsto paythecoa ney 6s f ees.
Hubbard granted the request for a continuance until the next regular term of the circuit court
scheduled to begin on August 22, 1887.

In addition to handling the murder cases, the grand jury also used the special session of
the cout to issue indictments against those implicated in other Bald Knablaged crimes.
Over the next week, the grand jurors handed down indictments against roughly eighty
individuals on approximately 250 separate chafg€sr example, on April 26 the grajaty
indicted twentyseven vigilantes for participatiran November 9, 1886 the raid on the
Chadwick tavern belonging to John Rhodes and Russell McCBuiéyhe same time, the grand
jurors filed indictments against nineteen individuals involvedéwhipping of the polygamist
Greene Walker on August 21, 1888.ikewise, they indicted nine vigilantes for the beating of
the now deceased William Edens who had publically criticized faing for the flogging of
homesteader E.P. Helrfsand fifteen fo the flogging of Horace Johnson for failing to support

his family> The grand junalsoindicted nine Bald Knobbers for whipping George Baty for

*"Vandeventer, 1118.

“® St. LouisPostDispatch 28 April 1887;Kansas CityStar, 28 April 1887;New York Time29 April
1887.

*9 State of Missouri vs. David Walker, et 1887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C
44318, Box 4, Folder 30

%0 State of Missouri vs. David alker, et al, 1887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C
44327, Box 10, Folder 62

*! State of Missouri vs. David Walker, et, dl887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C
44327, Box 10, Folder 59

*2 State of Missouri vaVilliam Newton, et a].1887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No.
C 44349, Box 26, Folder 49

%% State of Missouri vs. M.M. Humble, et, 41887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C
44328, Box 10, Folder 12 andeventer92.
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speaking against therfisix more for conspiring to whip Samuel Daveand another six for
stopping Clate Whacre on a public road, knocking him off his horse, and beating him with
their guns®

In addition to charging everyone who had participated in Bald Knobber raids or
whippings, the grand jury also filed indictments for unlawful assembly against anyorfead/ho
attended a Bald Knobber meeting, particularly when those meetings led to acts of violence. For
example, the twentgeven people whom the grand jury indicted for raiding Rhodes and
McCaul eyd6s tavern in Chadwi ck uwuwlbvwuwasdembtyed char
which in this case meant a meeting held for the purpose of planning or carrying out a criminal
act’’ Likewise, the men who whipped William Edens faced charges not only for the assault
itself, but also for participating in an unlawfulasnbly>® as did those who whipped Horace
Johnson, Greene Walker, Samuel Daves, and SbAmwe have already seen, in order to
assemble the evidence necessary to prove these charges, local authorities had to rely heavily on
information obtained from theigilantes themselves. For that reason, the grand jury took a dim
view of anyone who attempted to give them false or misleading information. For example, they

indicted Thomas B. Daugherty for perjury for providing false testimony regarding the beating of

> State of Missouri vs. David Walker, et, dl887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C
44318, Box 4, Folder 3Hartman and Ingenthron, 150

%° State of Missouri vs. David Walker, et, dl887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court Filg Reel No. C
44318, Box 4, Folder 31

%% State of Missouri vs. David Walker, et, d1887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FileReel No.
44339, Box 18, Folder 9%pringfield Leader26 August 1887.

>’ State of Missouri vs. David Walker, et, dl1887,MSA, Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C
44318, Box 4, Folder 72.

%8 State of Missouri vs. David Walker, et, dl887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C
44318, Box 4, Folder 32.

%9 State of Missouri vs. M.M. Humble, et,di887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FileReel No. C
44328, Box 11, Folder 1@Gtate of Missouri vs. David Walker, et, d1887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court
Files, Reel No. C 44336, Box 16, Folder &ate of Missouri vs. David Walker,at, 1887, MSA Christian
County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C 44318, Box 4, Folder 31.
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Horace Johnsoff and they indicted Joseph Garrison for doing essentially the same thing in the
Greene Walker whipping ca8&.

The implicit purpose of all these indictments was not only to tie as many charges to as
many Bald Knobbers as possible, but alsseiod a message that local officials would no longer
tolerate vigilante activity in Christian County. At the beginning of the special session, Judge
Hubbard delivered a Acharge to the grand jury
agai nlsd¢ KilBBabbi smo by i ssuing tough indictment s
heartily endor s erlhetattiens §f thelggaedjsorsmeeistte folipwing week
showed that they agreed with the judge and wanted to follow his leadnpistpout the Bald
Knobber organization in their communities. The vigilantes themselves seemed to understand that
message, because those who could do so fled the area rather than face prosecution or testify
against their friends. In late April, a corresdent for the Kansas Citgtarreported that a
mer chant based in Sparta told him that betwee
the grand jury began its investigatidii§.he same paper had earlier reportedionfige ner al
e X o dofhvagitantesf r otth @& Bal d Knob s edrnréesponsemthe ut Chadwi
prosecution of Bald Knobbef$Likewise, theSt. LouisPostDispatchreported that many
people had left the state even before the grand jury began its $&ssion.

Those who fled often did so to avoid the economic costs of a long trial and incarceration
as well as to evade a conviction and possible prison sentence. The families of the indicted men

sometimes found themselves in dire strdigsjing tos e | | fidtsh eaicrc ulmufleat i ons 0

% State of Missouri vs. T.B. Daugherfy887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FileReel No. C
44328, Box 11, Folder 28.

%1 State of Missouri vs. Joseph Garrisd887, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C
44374, Box 45, Folder 11&ansas CityStar, 30 August 1887.

%2 st. Louis Posbispatch 20 April 1887.

%3 Kansas CityStar, 28 April 1887.

% |bid., 22 April 1887.

8 st. Louis Posbispatch 28 Apil 1887.
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Airetain | awyers t o .dMahypeope expeaed tioeshofthetgalsitod e d s o n

near |l y bankr wPHRorekampgle, whermdoeunmantfound no one willing to lend

ot

him money to pay for his defense, hented to his father whom Heegged to mortgage a farm
the family owned in Greene County in order to pay folégs! bills®’

The Bald Knobber trials also created logistical and security problems for the authorities
in Christian County. The townspeople@zark had expected the Bald Knobber prisoners held in
the Springfield jail to return on August 22, a Monday. Sheriff Johnson, however, feared for the
security of the prisoners if they arrived on schedule. On Saturday he and a couple of his deputies
went insecret to Springfield, gathered their charges, and on Sunday morning took them by train
back down to Ozark. They placed their prisone
time for the next term of the circuit court in Oz&¥he court opeed with great fanfare. Large
crowds including spectators, lawyers, witnesses, jurors, defendants, the families of the accused,
and many journalists descended on this small town of fewer than 500 inhabitéenespaper
reports estimated the multitudes, Ipably with some exaggeration, at between 1,000 to 2,000
people®The crowds became so | arge that they qui cl
them all, and Ozarkodés few avail able hotel roo
the countryd’* Many people in the crowd were relatives of the accused Bald Knobbers being
held in jail. These people mainly camped out on the outskirts of town in wagons and tents. So

numerous did they become that at night Ozarkfivasl | umi nat ed byiresthada numer

% New York Time=28 April 1887.

67 St. Louis PosDispatch 23 April 1887.

% Springfield Leader23 August 1887SpringfieldDaily Republican24 August 1887.

%9 U.S. Census OfficeReporton Population of the United States at the Eleventh Census: 1890
(Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1895), Zllt%e population of Ozark in 1890 was 490 people.

“Kansas CityStar, 23 August 1887New York Times25 August 1887.

" springfield Leader28 August 1887.
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compl etely s ur'fThafaiesof the Bad Khobbera came to support their

loved ones, and Sheriff Johnson allowed them to bring the prisoners gifts of food, clothing,

tobacco, fruit, and whatever other creature comforts they aitédn. One woman even brought

an apron full of fAold fashi&ned ginger cakesbd
The presence of so many relatives of the jailed vigilantes added a tragic aspect to the

court proceedings. Many of the Bald Knobber families were veoy,@and had to make tough

financial sacrifices to abandon their farms during the court session. One newspaper estimated

thatiwor k has been suspended obecabsadfthetoaffinth e f ar m:

camps outside of town some people mexkea money by selling watermelons to bystanders

|l ooking to be a?Dutingthe court sassion hesfamilies aftthe prisoners

frequently crowded into the townds Methodi st

Thursday evening, Augugb, the church held a candle light service which so many people

attended that fAmany were tufned away for want
Judge Hubbard opened the court session at

day the court handled mostly minor buess. Several motions to quash various indictments were

heard and rejected. John Wilson, a Bald Knobber and Baptist preacher, pled guilty to taking part

in the whipping of Greene Walker. Later that afternoon the proceedings were interrupted when

the wife ofWilliam Stanley, one of the Bald Knobbers indicted for the Ed&reene murders,

had what appeared to be a nervous breakdown. She had fallen ill with a fever that morning, and

had gone to bed for rest. When she awoke, however, she rushed toward #ikngilwidly

and praying to heaven to spare her husbandods

2 bid., 26 August 1887.

" bid., 25 August 1887; Kansas Ciitar, 23 August 1887.
" New York Time5 August 1887.

® springfield Leader25 August 1887.

"8 Ibid., 26 August 188728 August 1887.
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gathered around the jail and courthouse and interrupted court proceedings until her friends could
lead her away’

For the balance of the week, thaidodealt mainly with cases involving small offenses
such as whippings, raids, and unlawful assemblies. On Tuesday, August 23, the court heard
confessions from dozens of Bald Knobbers who admitted participating in a variety of crimes
including the first ad second floggings of Greene Walker, the whipping of Horace Johnson, and
the raid on the Rhodes and McCauley saloon in Chadwick. Many of the same men confessed to
taking part in unlawful assemblié$The next couple of days brought more of the same. On
Wedhesday and Thursday, the court heard testimony from victims of Bald Knobber outrages,
including people like Greene Walker, Horace Johnson, and E.P. Helms. It also heard more
confessions from the vigilantes accused of unlawful assembly, and dealt witbagasr
involving small offenses such as carrying concealed weapons, disturbing the peace, and assault
and battery. For example, the Bald Knobbers John Carter and Isaac Garrison pled guilty to
beating Greene Walker and raiding the RugdgelCauley saloon i€hadwick. Moreover, on
Thursday, several Bald Knobbers accused of the EGeesne murders filed a motion (which
they | ater withdrew) for a change of venue ba
part of their neighbor§’,

The following day theattorneys for eight of the Bald Knobbers indicted for the Edens
Greene murders tried another tactic. They filed an application for a second continuance until the
circuit courtods next regular term schedul ed t

request on the grousthat they had not yet located two witnesses supposedly critical to their

bid., 23 August 1887; Kansas CiBtar, 23 August 1887.

8 Kansas CityStar, 24 August 1887Springfield Leader24 August 1887.

& Springfield Leader25 August 1887New York Time25 August 1887; Kansas Citar, 27 August
1887.
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defense: Gat Wal ker, Dave Wal kerods brother, a
Walker had recently moved to Memphis, TennesseeBond to Baxter Springs, Kansas. The
applications stated that Bond, if present, would testify that on the morning after the shooting,

James Edens told him that his son William was actually responsible for the shooting because he

had fired the first threerdour shots through the window of the cabin at the men outside, which
Afwas the cause of the whole trouble é no one
William Edens. 0 Gat Wal ker, if presenthe woul d
over heard Emma Edens, William Edensodé widow, S
James Edens started the trouble by firing at the men on the road outside, and that when these

men entered the house she did not recognize any of‘them.

Although JudgéHubbard decided to grant the request for a second continuance, the facts
alleged in the application seem dubious for several reasons. First, they directly contradicted the
sworn testimony of James Edens and Emma Edens them¥eBezond, Gat Walker hardly
gualified as a credible witness. He belonged to the Bald Knobbers himself, had sheltered William
Walker while he was on the run from the law, and had been indicted for the beating of
homesteader E.P. HelifsThird, Missouri Bond, if he ever spoke to Jarieens at all, could
not have done so the morning after the shooting because at that time Edens was lying
unconscious in his home having sustained serious injuries the night Béforeth, multiple

witnesses who saw the crime scene said that the glastssghom the broken window in the

% State of Missouri vs. David Walkest al., 1887, MSAChristian County Circuit Court FilesReel #: C
44336, Box 16, Folder 42.

8 Testimony of James Edens and Emma EdeBsdte of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathevis888, MSA,
Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 8, ar@tate of Missouri vs. David Walkéi888, MSA Missouri
Supreme Court FileBBox 1144, Case 4.

#U.S. vs. Gat Walkel887, National Archives at Kansas City, MO, Southern Division of the Western
District of Missouri, Docket # 130.

8 Testimony of James Edens and J.P. Ralst@tate of Missuri vs. David Walker1888, MSA Missouri
Supreme Court FileBBox 1144, Case 4.
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Edens cabin were found only inside the house. If someone inside the house had fired through the
window first shards would have fallen outside the hdtigénally, Walker and Bond never did
testify in any of the subsequanurder trials, which suggests that the defense only asked for a
second continuance to buy extra time. Why did Judge Hubbard grant their request? He most
likely did so because the court was already backed up withedbusandases, far more than
it normally handled in any given term, and about a quarter of those involved the Bald
Knobbers®®
One Bald Knobber did not want to delay the proceedings. Against the advice of his
lawyers, Gilbert Applegataskedhat his trial begin as soon as possible. Thetagreedand
Appl egateds tri alfltatmge much attentos, patheronb spactat@rs and
the press, because many saw it as a dry run for the murder trials that would proceed during the
next term. Indeed, almost all of the key witnesghe testified in this case also testified in the
trials of Dave Walker, William Walker, Wiley Mathews, and John Math&#Whe case differed
from the others, however, in a few important ways. First, unlike the other men who attended the
meeting attheold me | t er, Appl egate did not belong to C
came from Douglas County and had joined the B

own testimony in Dave Walkeros trial, he only

8 Testimony of Mary J. Greene, and A.E. Lasleptate of Missouri vs. David Walker888, MSA,
Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 4. Lasley was a member oftheceam er 6 s jury t hat saw
scene.

8 Kansas CityStar, 23 August 1887.

% SpringfieldDaily Herald, 3 September 1887.

87 SpringfieldDaily Herald, 3 September 1887; Springfidlwily Herald, 4 September 1887; Springfield
Daily Herald, 6 September 188'No transcripts were made of this trial, but according to newspaper accounts the
following people testified: James Edens, Melvina, Greene Emma Edens, George W. Greene, Mary J. Greene, Arch
Mayden, Nancy Bridges, A.E. Lasley, J.P. Ralston, George F. Gieraheth Edens, James McGuire, W.J. Johns,
W.J. Ray, James Preston, Jack Hiles, John Hiles, Mat Nash, John Nash, Nelson Fischer, Thomas Wendle, Sheriff
Zachary Johnson, Charles Graves, E.B. Brown, William Newton, and Lewis Davis. Of these, only Wendle an
Brown did not testify in the cases involving Dave Walker, William Walker, Wiley Mathews, or John Mathews.
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though Dave Walker wanted his help in disbanding the vigilante group in Christian CBunty.
Moreover, none of the stateds witnesses test.i
house, or that he had conspired with any of the other men to kill or Wjilirem Edens and
Charles Greene, or even that he had encouraged the others to do so. In light of these facts, on
September 7, 1887, a jury found Gil bert Appl e
murder®® For the prosecution this failure ultinedy became a blessing in disguise, because
Gilbert Applegate later testified for the state in cases involving other persons charged with the
same crime.

Even as the court dealt with the Applegate case, it proceeded to wrap up the other Bald
Knob cases oits docket. Although the local officials like Prosecutor G.A. Watson and the
attorneys assisting him aggressively pursued the vigilantes responsible for th&SEeiems
murders, as a rule they showed leniency toward vigilantes who had not taken paHilimtys.
This pattern of selective leniency held true for the many individuals who pled guilty or were
convicted of participating in whippings, raids, and unlawful assemblies. For example, on August
27 the court handed down fines to roughly two dozgnantes for these minor offenses. The
fines varied in amounts based on the number and severity of offenses, but overall they averaged
between $20 and $30. The highest went to Hiram Anderson who received four fines for a total of
$100, while several indiduals paid only a single fine of $12.50. Those receiving the fines also
had to give bonds, ranging from $100 to $300,
future. As lenient as these penalties were, however, some of the vigilantes stillrhadeayoto

pay and had to go to jail. The individuals confined to jail for-papment of fines included

8 Testimony of Gilbert Applegate iBtate of Missouri vs. David Walker888, MSA Missouri Supreme
Court Files Box 1144, Case 4.

8 SpringfieldDaily Herald, 7 September 1887; Springfidliily Herald, 8 September 1887; Kansas City
Star, 7 September 1887, Taney Couhtyws 8 September 1887.
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Reuben Shipman, Matt ShipmartiJShipmanlsaac Garrison, aril h o m & andy§ JBalton®
These men later filed appeals to have their fines comnitited.
Shortly after the Applegate trial the circuit court adjourned its August session and
departed Ozark. It would not return until its next session scheduled for late February. After
Appl egateds acquittal, the couwvolvingghosel | had on
responsible for the Edeitdreene murders. On September 7, 1887, the court granted bail to seven
of these men including Andrew Adams, Joe Inman, Joe Hyde, Charles Graves, Lewis Davis,
Peter Davis, and the recently acquitted Gilbert Applegéte, still faced indictments on other
charges. The nine men who remained incarcerated inciialesl Walker, William Walker,
Wiley Mathews, John Mathews, James Mathews, C.O. Simmons, Amos Jones, William Newton
and William Stanley. Some people interpretteel move as an indication of whom the
prosecution would target the following term. When he saw the other men being released, Dave
Wal ker reportedly remarked, AWell b%ys, you s
The chieftainds rmppyed@asically dccucate. Fouhof thessevenureent i o
released from jail the Davis brothers, Joe Inman, and Charles Gravestified as witnesses
for the state in exchange for which the authorities declined to prosecute them. In April, 1889, the
vigilantes Andrew Adams and Joseph Hyde reached an agreement with the prosecution to have

the cases against them dropped as W&l contrast, only one of the nine remaining prisoners,

% Springfield Leader28 August 1887SpringfieldDaily Republican28 August 1887New York Time28
August1887.
9L Springfield Leader30 August 1887 SpringfieldDaily Republican30 August 1887; Kansas CiBtar,
30 August 1887.
92 SpringfieldDaily Herald, 8 September 188Bpringfield Leader26 Septembel 887,
% SpringfieldWeekly Republicari4 March 1889; Chicagoaily Inter-Ocean 29 August 1889. The
Weekly Republicareported on March 11, that the attorneys for the state and the defendants Andrew Adams and
Joseph Hyde had reached a mutual agreement that the cases against them wotitdibd tmthe next term
Awhi ch means that these two members of Walkero6és band w
August 28, however, did the state actually drop the cases against them. The reason for the interval is unclear.
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William Newton, saved himsel f by thisconmadetly st at

Four of the prisoners, including Dave Walker, William Walker, Wiley Mathews, and John
Mathews, were later convicted of first degree murder and received death sentences. Three more
of them, Amos Jones, C.O. Simmons, and William Stanley el guilty to second degree
murder and received prison sentences, while
received probation on account of his yotrh.

Preparations for the next term of the circuit court began on February 27, 1888. On that
day Julge Hubbard arrived by train from Springfield, along with the other officers of the court
and many attorneys. The large crowds which had accompanied the court to Ozark at the August
term also showed up for this session. Sheriff Johnson allowed the faohilfesimprisoned
vigilantes to visit them in jail, and dozens of women and children crowded into the brick
structure to spend a few moments with their fathers, husbands, and brothers. At 2:30 in the
afternoon Judge Hubbard ordered the sheriff to briad@dtild Knobber prisoners into the court
room. At the prisonerso6 request, the court
defendant would stand trial separately. After a brief consultation, the attorneys for the defense
and prosecution agreed to the case of William Walker firsf

The trial of William Walker began a climactic phase in the history of the Bald Knobbers,
in as much as Walker became the first significant vigilante leader to stand trial for murder.
Appropriately, some of the most w&town legal names in Southwest Missouri represented
either the state or the defense in this case. Four prominent attorneys from Springfield and Ozark

represented Walker in this case: David M. Payne, Sempronius H. Boyd, Thomas J. Delaney, and

% qate of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathewk888, MSAMissouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case &he
prosecution in this case issueddle prosequbrder concerning the indictments against Charles Graves and
William Newton, allowing them to testify.

% vandeventer, 137%38.

% Springfield Leader29 February 1888.
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Oliver H. Trawers?’ D.M. Payne was a successful criminal attorney based in Ozark. Just a few
months after the Bald Knobber trials, he became the first mayor of Ozark when the county court
officially incorporated it as a city in August, 18%85.H. Boyd was one of the m®colorful
figures in the legal history of Southwest Missouri. In addition to practicing law intermittently
from 1857 until his death in 1894, he fought as a colonel in the Union Army during the Civil
War, served a brief stint as a circuit court judgel won election to Congress twice in the
186006sowkhHedcand managed the Southwest Pacific
18706s, and founded a wad®8oyfta-mias d.yW. DelaneySpr i ng
served for two yearsas GreeneGnt y6s prosecuting attorney fro
practiced law for several years as a partner in his fathlera w 6 s'%° @.Hl. Travers, another
notable lawyer from Springfield, came to Southwest Missouri from Baltimore, Maryland shortly
ater the Civil War. Li ke Del aney, Travers seryv
from 1879 to 1881%

This same legal team represented not only William Walker, but also his father Dave, and
John and Wiley Mathews. For the most part, theysdigro bonq the small fees they could
collect from their clients did not cover the hotel bills, train fare, and other costs associated with
handling cases that eventually went all the way to the Missouri Supreme'&adimey probably
did so for the recagtion that came with handling such highofile cases, although in the case

of Delaney, a genuine friendship seemed to have developed between the lawyer and his clients.

% State of Missouri vs. William Walkex888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 1.
BWilliam N. Collier, fAOzar k aWhiteRWerdalleyiHistgrical n t he Ni n
Quarterly2, no. 11 (Spring 1967): 1#lereafter, this publication shall be abbreviated as WRVHQ.
9 Goodspeed Brothers, Reminiscent History of the Ozarks Region: Comprising a Condenses General
Hi st ory ¢é of Rohicagolln @oodspeediBtothezsePuldishers, 1894)-880
1% Goodspeed BrotherReminiscent History786-87.
%1 Goodspeed BrotherRictorial andGenealogicaRecord of Greene County, Missouri: together with
biographies of prominent men aher portiors of the state, botliving and deadChicago, IL: Goodspeed Brothers,
Publishers, 1893), 106.
92 5pringfield Leader9 May 1889;
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Delaney made a point of visiting Dave and William Walker before their eventual exes;wnd
Dave Walker mentioned the lawyer fondly in one of his last letters to his brother Joseph in
Douglas County. dlt is too bad for him to wor
expense, 0 Wal ker | amented, eamonley &okedhi mos al
him as soon as possitf&.

Prosecutor G.A. Watson also headed up a four man team of attorneys representing the
state. The team included J.A. Hammond, Almus Harrington, and John J. Bfavammond
was a notable attorney basaddzark as well as a founder and future alderman of that {&wn.
Harrington learned about the law while working as a stage coach driver carrying lawyers from
place to place on the twentyst judicial circuit, which encompassed much of Southwest
Missouri.He passed the bar exam in 1879, and set up his own practice in Springfield. Although
Harrington never excelledasastudeat f el | ow attorney once said h
t o an e x ahetmadeap fa it witk éolorful oratory designedteay juries to his
side’?® Perhaps the most surprising member of the team was J.J. Brown, the former Taney
County prosecutor, who helped found the Bald Knobbers in that county and wrote the original
Bald Knobberoath®’ Br ownés mot i ves Utianremginosonewhatgnciedar.e pr o s
Not long before the trials began he moved his law practice from Forsyth to Ozark, so he may
have wished to distance himself from the Bald Knobbers in the minds of his neighbors.

The trial of William Walker began on March 1888. Prosecutor Watson delivered the

opening argument for the state, while D.M. Payne opened for the defense, and the trial proceeded

1% 5pringfield Express,0 May 1889; Dave Walker to Joseph Walker, Ozark, MO, April 23, 1889 in the

ALI oyd Wal ker Coll ection, o at the Greene County Archiwv
194 state of Missouri vs. William Walket888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 1.
®collier, fA0zark and Vi ciWRVHQE nd. 1l (Spring1967): Met eent h Cen

1% \/andeventer, 14-:15; Goodspeed BrotherRictorial andGenealogicaRecord 73-74.

7 New York Sun 23 December 1888&/ance RandolphTheBald Knobbers: The Story of the Lawless
NightRi der s Who Rul ed So u(Gilerks: HiddemaduaiusPublications,1944);88 0 6 s
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with the hearing of evidence. From the beginning it became clear who had the weight of

evidence ortheirside. The prosmition had assembled an impressive list of 28 witnesses,

including 11 vigilantes, who testified for the st&f&The most significant of these, in terms of

the substance of their testimony, were James McGuire, Charles Graves, Joseph Newton, Lewis
Davis, andWilliam Newton. McGuire testified that William Walker had initiated him into the

Bald Knobbers the day before the killing, whi
group. McGuire also identified Walker as the man wounded in the attack onHaimesn s 6 cabi n
Charles Gravesd6 testimony agreed with McGuire
shooting at the cabin stopped, he saw two or three men carrying another away, and afterwards
discovered it was William Walker. Later that night he ovarbea conversation between Dave

and William Walker in which the younger man admitted that he had tried to shoot a woman in

the cabin, most likely Melvina Greene, but that she had managed to deflect the gun with her

hand. Joseph Newton recounted his roléhe capture of William Walker and testified about the
conversations he had with Walker. Newton said the young assistant chief told him about the
nightoés events, including his struggle with J
Lewis Davisidentified William Walker as one of the men who went into the Edens cabin that

night. Although Davis did not see what happened in the cabin himself, he said that he later
overheard William Walker say that someone had shot him in the house, but thatthg leatl t e n
revenge on the sons of bitches. o Wi lliam Newt
but did not go into it. He did, however, see William Walker and other men enter the house, and

when Walker came out the door he observed thatone leqdf Wer 6 s pants had ca

198 state of Missouri vs. William Walket888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 1.
The BaldKnobbers who testified for the state included William J. Ray, James McGuire, William J. Johns, John
Hiles, William Abbott, John Nash, Charles Graves, Joseph Newton, Gilbert Applegate, Lewis Davis, and William
Newton. A list of the witnesses in this casédcated in the table of contents near the end of the file.
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Newton asked him if he had been shot, and Walker replied that he had. Newton also said that he
saw Walker stand at the doorway to the cabin and fire one last shot inside, which presumably
was the shot aimed at the prostratenf of William Edens®®

The testimony of these witnesses alone might have been enough to convict William
Walker, but the state added to them witnesses such as James Edens, Emma Edens, and Melvina
Greene, who described the desperate fight that went oa gathin that night. The prosecution
also called on Coroner J.P. Ralston who described the physical evidence at the crime scene, and
Sheriff Johnson who explained how he had recovered Bald Knobber masks, weapons, and other
equipment from the vicinityofthe he ki I 1 i ngs. Ot her witnesses s
George W. Greene, and his wife Mary, saw the crime scene not long after the killings, and
testified as to what they saw?

Against this veritabl e mount aattomneys doulle vi denc
muster only three witnesses. The young man, not yet 18 years old, testified in his own behalf and
stubbornly maintained his innocence. He denied firing any shots at the house, denied trying to
shoot anyone, denied fighting with a womarg adamantly denied trying to shoot a woman. He
further denied any of the statements attribut
called Lafayette Abbott, a Bald Knobber, who
day after the lings, and it was broken and could not fire. He also mentioned, however, that the
gun had blood on it. Lastly, the defense call
sweetheart. The young woman had remained steadfastly loyal to her beau thrtuglodeeal,

even though it caused her to become estranged from her family. She tried to impeach the

19 Testimony of James McGuire, Charles Graves, Joseph Newton, Lewis Davis, and William Newton in

State of Missouri vs. William Walket888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 1.
110 Testimony of J.P. Ralston, Zachary Johnson, George W. Greene, Mary J. Gi8&te af Missouri vs.
William Walker 1888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 1.
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testimony of her brothers Joseph and William, saying that they had both told her they would say
anything to convict Wal ker. 0beHeau $e shtd niomays pa o
to impress the jury, however, because of her obvious affection for her sweetheart. Under cross
examination, she admitted that she had gone t
father had threatened to throw het Bishe testified against her brothét5Given the weight of
the evidence against the defendant, it probably surprised no one when the jury found William
Walker guilty of murder in the first degree on March 9, 1888. Since Missouri law prescribed a
sentene of death by hanging for this crime, the
18, 1888'"*

The trial of Wiley Mathews began the same day the court found William Walker guilty.
Most of the evidence that the prosecution presented in this tdallka been used in William
Wal ker 6s trial, so the outcome was never much
Bald Knobbers, particularly William Newton, Charles Graves, and Lewis Davis, proved critical
to the outcome. Newton testified that hev3&iley Mathewsbatter down the western door of
James Edenso cabin with an ax, and saw him en
Afterwards, as the men made their way away from the crime scene, Newton talked with
Mathews, who mentioned that had an empty gun, which indicated that he had fired it inside
the house. Graves al so test i WiegMathewstalked af t er t
with him about what happened inside the cabin, and told him that he killed William Edens that
nightit o save his uncle John that he shot him in

that the Sunday after the killing he had gone

™ Testimony of William Walker, Lafayette Abbott, and Lois NewtorState of Mésouri vs. William

Walker, 1888, MSAMissouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 1.
12 state of Missouri vs. William Walker888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case;1
Springfield Leader10 March 1888;
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telling his uncle John that he had shot William Edens in the baclkavsitiotgun because he saw
Edens aiming a pistol at John. Mat hews repor
him with my shotgun he would have got you.o0 O
William Edens had a pistol that night, bonti any event Davisodés testi mon
Wiley Mathews inflicted the fatal wound on Edéns.

Against this compelling emusterehmlg@®@meagdfi | ey Ma
response. They managed to cast some doubt on the testimony of George W. Greene, who had
said that when one of the Bald Knobbers stopp
recognized his voice as belonging to Wiley Mathews. They intbccelll Gr eeneds t est i |
the trial of Gilbert Applegate in which he sa
Afone of the Mathews, 0 but did not know whi ch
stenographer, Arthur D. Allen, to confirm thpsint. Other than that, the defense barely dented
the prosecutionds case against Mathews, and t
March 15, 1888. The judge set the date for his execution at May 18, 1888, the same day as

William Walker1**

The tri al of John Mat hews came next on t he
Mat hewsd® tri al is more difficult to narrate b
transcripts of the witnessessd tomtsnigshanony. |t d

indicates that witnesses in this case were essentially the same people who had testified in the

other murder trial$*® None of the testimony given in those trials proved that John Mathews shot

13 Testimony of William Newton, Chasb Graves, Lewis Davis, and James Edef&tate of Missouri vs.

Wiley Mathews1888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case &uring crossexamination, D.M.
Payne asked James Edens if his son owned a pistol. Edens replied that he didephi hehis own house, but he
did not have it with him on the night he was murdered.

4 Testimony of George W. Greenfeofm Gilbert Applegate trialaind Arthur Allen inState of Missouri vs.
Wiley Mathews1888, MSAMissouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144 Case 8.

15 state of Missouri vs. John Mathew$88, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 7.
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anybody on the night in question. Testimony freeveral withesses, however, proved that

Mat hews accompanied the other mMéSvoewrhiflhedident i n
not kill anybody, he did nothing to stop the killing and effectively aided those who did it. Nor did
Mathews do much to helpshown cause. Accordirtg one newspaper account, at one point

during his trial Mathews broke down and made a rambling,-sehr@rent confession in which

he admitted to entering the house, but said he did not go with the intention of killing anybody.

He clamed that someone shot at him, the bullet grazing the back of his head, and that he clubbed
the man (possibly James Edens) with his rifle to save his own life. He also claimed he tried to

remonstrate with the ot her mmaofGodwhatidoyyy @St op

mean?0 Finally, he said that after the killin
were getting me'™l got three of them. o

Wit hout having the full transcript of Math
oft hi s account, and one can only wonder what t

diverges sharply from testimony taken in the other cases. No one else seemed to remember him
pleading with other Bald Knobbers not to kill anybody, and no ondedséed that Mathews

was shot in the back of the head. William Walker may well have confided in Mathews after the
killings, but it is hard to imagine him sayin
killed, and Walker would have known thatlé&y Mathews killed one of them. Perhaps

Mat hewsd®é strange Aconfessiond was the first i

many people, including his own lawyers, to question his sanity in the coming mtShsrtly

8 Testimony of Charles Graves, and Lewis DaviSiate of Missouri vs. Wiley Mathew888, MSA,

Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 8, ar@tate of Missouri vs. William Walke¥888, MSA Missouri
Supreme Court FileBBox 1144, Case 1; Testimony of Joseph Inmadtate of Missouri vs. David Walkeir888,
MSA, Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 4.

7 Springfield Leader26 March1888.

18 springfieldDaily Republican16 April 1889.

205



before his execution, Maghws 6 | awyer s wrote a | etter to Sher

a jury Ato inquire into the sanity of John Ma
to spare their clientdés I|ife fail edegunbiout 1t a
question his mental stability’l n any event, the jury did not be

him guilty of first degree murder on Saturday, March 24, 1838.

The trial of Dave Wal ker began on April 9,
damaging evidence probably came from Joe Inman and Charles Graves. These men testified that
after the killings took place Dave Walker conferred with other Bald Knobbers on the road
| eading away from James EdensO6 Vwomenmaeml and sugg
children, thereby eliminating any evidence of thecrifi®va | ker 6s att orneys cor
Gravesd6 testimony particularly damning, so mu
undercut his credibility as a witness. They put Dave Walker t he st and to deny
that he had suggested killing women and children. Walker declared that he had never even
thought of such a thing fAunt'¥®Thedeferlseeatss d t hat C
introduced as witnesses William Stilleand Frank Williams, two prisoners in the Greene
County jail in Springfield at roughly the same time that many Bald Knobbers including Graves
were held there. Stilliens and Williams swore that Charles Graves had told them in jail that the

only way out ofhis predicament was to swear to whatever the prosecution wanted him to

19 gpringfield Leader9 May 1889.

2%1bjid., 26 March 1888.

2L Testimony of Joe Inman, and Charles GraveState of Missouri vs. David Walkei888, MSA,
Missouri Supreme Court File8ox 1144, Case 4.

122 Testimony of David Walker iState of Missouri vs. David Walkei888, MSA Missouri Supreme
Court Files Box 1144, Case 4.
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swear®* Given the outcome of the trial, however, these denials apparently carried little weight
with the jury.

The trial differed from the other three in one key respect: unlike WiNAatker, Wiley
Mathews, and John Mathews, Dave Walker never actually entered the house. Indeed, even the
stateds witnesses agreed that Wal ker actually
house, and after the shooting commenced he calledrtotthstop firing*?* The prosecution,
however, argued that Wal kero6s | eadership posi
him responsible for the raid on James Edensb®o
judge hel ped t hbghapdmgdowndngtiudtiansto the juryaediimy them that the
defendant did not actually have to kill anybody to be guilty of murder. Rather, they should find
him guilty if the evidence showed that he was
ageement to kill either Greene or Edens. o I n t
for the acts of the others the same a% if he
The jury found Dave Walker guilty of first degree murder on Ap2il 1888, and the judge set
his execution date for May 18, the same date as the other condemned Bald Ktf8bbers.

This string of convictions must have come as dispiriting news to the other men in jail
with the four condemned men. The prisoners knew thatlieence against each of them was
pretty much the same, so with each new conviction they felt their own chances for acquittal
rapidly diminishing. After the verdict in Joh

C.0O. Simmons, and James Mathews pleittygto second degree murder. Judge Hubbard took

123 Testimony of William Stilliens and Frank Williams 8tate of Missouri vs. David Walkei888, MSA,
Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 4.

124 Testimony of Joe Inman, Charles Graves, and James McG@tatmof Missouri vs. David Walker
1888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 4.

125 Instructions to the jury iState of Missouri vs. David Walkel888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court
Files, Box 1144, Case 4he jury instruction quoted here is instruction number eleven.

126 State of Missouri vs. David Walker888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 4.
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pity on James Mathews because of his youtle was only 16 years old at the tiinand gave
him probation. He made the young man sign a bond, with his attorneys S.H. Boyd and D.M.
Payne as cgigners, asexurity for his future good behavior. Then the judge told him to go
home, help support his family, and stay out of trouble in the future. Hubbard sentenced Stanley
to a prison term of 21 years, and gave Jones and Simmons sentences of 25 years and 12 years
respectively-*’

Nine years later, Judge Hubbard joined several otherkmelivn Springfield lawyers,
including T.J. Delaney who had represented the Bald Knobbers and two members of the
prosecuting team G.A. Watson and Almus Harrington, in petitioning @owvéawrence V.
Stephens to commute the sentences of Amos Jones and William $timey separate letter to
Governor Stephens, Hubbard wrote that at the time he gave Simmons a lighter sentence than the
ot her s becaus eslightd o 8 b tubhis guitaAdfewimenthmlater, however,
Hubbard had a private conversation with William Walker in jail, which removed any doubt about
Si mmonsd guilt. He now believed AStanl ey and
than Si mmons dereleasedat thensdme sirheas S$indhdrResponding to
these requests, Governor Stephens commuted the sentences of Stanley and Jones on July 16,
1897:%°

Almost immediately after their convictions, the four Bald Knobbers sentenced to death
appealedtothet at e Supreme Court for a reversal of

for the appeal the circuit clerk compiled lengthy transcripts of their trials totaling roughly

127 springfield Daily Herald, 28 March 1888pringfield Leader26 March 1888Vandeventer, 1338.

128 A petition from the members of the Springfield Bar to Gov. Lon V. Stephens, Springfield, MO, June 14,
1897,Western Historical Manuscripts Collectiat Columbia, Missouri. Collection # 1725: Lon $tephens
Papers, Folder 1. Hereafter, the wovdestern Historical Manuscript Collectighall be abbreviated/HMC.

129\alter D. Hubbard to Governor Lon V. Stephens, Springfield, MO, March 1, Y89¥|Cat
Columbia, Missouri. Collection # 1725: Lon V. Shems Papers, Folder 1.

130 Emporia, Kansadaily Gazette 16 July 1897.
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315,000 words, and forwarded them to the Supreme Court in early May. On MMada¥4,
Mi ssouri 6s high court agreed to hear the Bald
temporary reprieve from their appointment with the hangman that Fritlay.

The Supreme Court considered the first three datiesse pertaining to William \alker,
Wiley Mathews, and John Matheuvsn November and December of 1888. The issues in these
cases were relatively straightforward, and dwelt mainly on technical matters. For example, in
William Wal ker6s case, Wal k edirdoallowiagcertain neys ar g
witnesses, including Charles Graves, to testify even though they clearly hadesel$ted
motives for doing so. They objected to some o
they said were worded in such a way asaaysthe jurors in favor of conviction. They further
objected that William Walker was forced to testify against himself in that he was compelled to
undergo a medical examination to verify that he had sustained wounds consistent with other
wi t ne s s eng Gindlyetbey arguned that Walker, if he was guilty of anything, had
conspired only to whip William Edens and not to kill him, and therefore should have been
charged with a lesser crime. On November 12, the Supreme Court rejected these arguments and
uphel d the decision of the | ower court, settin
281*2The next two cases ended up much the same way. On November 26, the high court upheld
the conviction and sentence of the John Mathews, and on December 20rthgbeld the
conviction of Wiley Mathews as well. The Supreme Court set a new execution date for these

men at February 15, 1889. Governor Albert P. Morehouse, who had assumed the governorship

131 gpringfield Leaderl4 May 1888 Kansas CityStar, 14 May 1888.

%2 Brief and Argument in support of Motion for a Rehearin@fate of Missouri vs. William Walker888,
MSA, MissouriSupreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 1; Springfieldhily Republican14 November 1888
Aberdeen South DakotaDaily News 15 November 1888.
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when John S. Marmaduke unexpectedly died in office, postpgbeedexecutions until after the
court could rule®™n Dave Walkeroés case.

The Supreme Court did not hear Dave Wal ker
the four condemned Bald Knobbers remained confined in the county jail in Ozark. The local
government desperately wanted to ensure the security of their prisoners. Theytredew
jail the previous summaen part because they knew they would need a safe place to keep their
vigilante prisoners, lest their comrades on the outside attempt to mount some kind of rescue
operation:** They also deputized many local resident®aéirk and the surrounding area to
assist law enforcement officials in providing security. Years later one such resident, Andrew
Jackson Whitehead, recalled that local authorities deputized around 100 men to serve as guards
at the jail, because they believe t some org@dnized effort might be made by the Bald
Knobbers t o coedemnedenett’he four o

The county put the same effort into making the jail itself as impervious to escape as
possible. According to Judge William L. Vandeventer, who saw thetsteuwhile it was still
standing, the new jailhouse served asatwoth a
story brick structure witlfour cellsinside a large cagecated on the first floor. The doors to the
cellscould be locked ounlocked using a lever locatémhside a steel box, and this box was
always kept locked.Insidethe box another padlock secuteder itself.The door to the cage

around the cells was locked on the outside, whiggivutside door of the jail proper wals@a

133 State of Missouri vs. John Mathewt$88, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 7;
State of Missounvs. Wiley Mathewsl 888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case;&hicago,
lllinois, Daily Intelligencer 30 December 1888.

134 SpringfieldDaily Republican24 August 1887.

1% Statement of Andrew Jackson Whitehead, Springfield, MO, NovembeB28,WHMC at Columbia,
Collection # 3551WPA, Historical Records Survey, Missouri, 1985 Folder 5237.
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| ocked and bars were across all the windows. 0
windows all separated the prisoners from freedm.
In December, 1888, around the time the Supreme Court rejected the appeals submitted by
the first three Bal Knobbers, John and Wiley Mathews began planning their escapestoley
the keys to the padlocks on the doors to the cells and théroage ne of t he sheri ff
who guarded the jail, and made impressions of them on a bar ofSfwaf John®n had
allowed John Mathews, skilled wood carvetp keep gockeknife andsomewood in order to
make caneo sellto support his family. Matives used his skill to carve keys to the padlocks on
the cell and the cage. However, they still needed a wggttmto the big steel box that held the
levers. To do this, Mathews asked one of the guards for a bar of lead, ostensibly to make heads
for his canes. Instead, he melted the lead together with some zinc from an old washboard they
had in their possessiom,si ng t he jail s wood stove for heat
carved in a pine board. This gave them a key they could use to unlock the box. Now the
prisoners could get outside of their cells and the cage, but the door to the jail itssdf fimrk
the outside. Over several nights the prisoners surreptitiously overcame this obstacle by making a
hole in the wall on the southern side of the jail where the jailer had stacked a pile of firewood.
Each night the prisoners removed bricks from tisedi of the wall by filing away the mortar
between the bricks and pulling them out. When they stopped working they would put the bricks
back in the hole without the mortar. They left the outside layer of bricks intact, knowing they
could break through it aen they needed. From the outside, the wall of the jail looked secure. On

the inside, however, the pile of firewood concealed their progress on th€'hole.

13¢\7andeventer, 40.

137vandeventer, 1442; State of Missouri vs. J.C. Ruck&B889, MSA Christian County Circuit Court
Files, Reel No. C 44361, Bo36, Folder 115

211



On the evening of December 28, 1888, John and Wiley Mathews made their escape from
jail. The men madesome noise breaking through the remaining bricks in the wall and
scampering away from the jail, which awoke Sheriff Johnson sleeping in his quarters. When the
sheriff went to check on the prisoners he found that John and Wiley Mathews and five other
prisoners had gone, and he saw Dave and William Walker dressed and standing outside of the
cage. He also found the guard on duty that evening, J.C. Rucker, bound and gagged on the floor,
having apparently been overpowered by the escapees. The Walkers clayneaddmot tried to
escape, and had no intention of leaving for, as Dave Walker laconically remarked fhe lwad
come into the jail by that holand he was not going out thata y** The circumstances
notwithstanding, the Walkers may well have told thehtwhen they said that they did not wish
to escape. The Missouri Supreme Court had not
reason to hope that the law might yet vindicate him. Likewise, William Walker probably hoped
that an appeal to the goverrfor clemency would succeed given his youth.

In the wake of the escape, sensationalized stories appeared in newspapers across the
country inaccurately attributing the escape to a Bald Knobber raiding party numbering as many
as 25 men. The raiders suppogdatioke through the brick walls, and then used crowbars to pry
open the doors to the cells, all the while failing to raise the alarm in Ozark and bring the sheriff
and his many deputies running to intervéfién Ozark, the public tended to suspect that the
escaped prisoners had help from someone on the inside. Suspicion fell heavily on one of the
guards, a sheriffés deputy named J.C. Rucker,

prisoners. At the next term of the circuit court, a grand jury actuallgtediRucker for assisting

138 vandeventer, 14Bpringfield Expresst January 1889; SpringfieMeekly Republicarl February

1889; The quotation comes from ti&tatement of Andrew Jackson Whitehead, Springfield, MO, November 28,
1932.WHMCat ColumbiaCollection # 3551WPA, Historical Records Survey, Missouri, 1985 Folder 5237.
139 New York Times30 December 1888; Omaha, Nebragkaily Herald, 30 December 1888.
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the escaped fugitives, and his case went to trial. The jury did not find the evidence persuasive
enough to convict Rucker, however, and declared him not dffiity.

John Matthews did not fare well as a fugitiBecause ohis long ©nfinement, the older
man had grown unused to outdoor conditions, and in the dead of winter he did not make it very
far. One night he almost froze to death hiding in a corn field. Finally, he sought shelter at a
nearby housé&*! The owner of the house, afiaer named James Collins, reportedly found the
convict in a pitiful statefi al most exhausted by hunger and col
he | ef tCollnktarnef Wathiews dver to the authorities, who took him back t87ail.

Unlike his uncle, the younger and more physically robust Wiley Mathews managed to
evade capture and eventually made his way into the Oklahoma territory. Walker family tradition
states that many years later, around 1930, Wiley Mathews returned to Cl@cstiaty to visit
his sister who still lived in the areafter he arrived he checked into a hotel in Chadwick under
an assumed name, and cflomOklabamhavhohadcemesothe@ mi ner al
Ozarks to conduct surveys. Shortly thereafter he werisiiohis sister, and slept in the woods
near her house in order to avoid arousing suspicion concerning his identity. During his stay he
briefly met a small boy named LI oyd Wal ker, t
brother. When Mathews lefteh ar ea t he boydés father asked him
When the boy replied thathe didpoti s f at her told him it was Wil

Knobber that escaped f%om jail in Christian C

1% state of Missouri vs. J.C. Ruck@B89, MSA Christian County Circuit Court FilesReel No. C 44361,
Box 36, Folder 115.
141 Statement of Andrew Jackson Whitehead, Springfield, MO, November 28,W88@C at Columbia,
Collection # 3551WPA, Historical Records Survey, Missouri, 1985 Folder 5237.
12New York Time2 January 1889.
“Author 6s I nterview with LI oyd WalTkedateoftBipmeetingid i el d, N
estimated. In my interview with him, LIloyd Walker remembered being about six years old when he met Wiley
Mathews. Since Walker was born in 1924, he probablytheefugitive around1930.
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The escape from the county jail in Ozark wag of many lurid and sensational aspects
of the Bald Knobber story that had captured the attention of both state and national newspapers
ever since the EderGreene killings two years before. It is likely impossible to express in
qguantitative termshowdi a st ory the Bald Knobbers became
say, however, that for a couple years after March, 1887, most of the newspaper reading public in
America had some knowledge of them. Major city newspapers greatly increased theireoverag
of the Bald Knobbers after the Ede@seene murders. For example, prior to the killingsNier
York Timesan just four articles about the Bald Knobb¥fdut over roughly the next two years
the nationbds newspaper o fsorrtheetopid dikepisebthei shed at
ChicagoDaily Inter-Oceanran no articles on the Bald Knobbers prior to the Edgreene
affair, but subsequently published no fewer than 38 articles on'ffiéfany major newspapers
sent reporters to Southwest Missouri, eggdcwhen the circuit court convened in Ozark, to
report on the Bald Knobber trials and collect information about the vigilante order disclosed in
them. For example, in December, 1888, local newspapers noted that a special correspondent for
the New YorkSun, William McMurtrie Speerhad come to visit Taney and Christian counties to

gather informatiorior aseries of articles for that newspapér.

144 New York Times$s March 1886, 13 November 1886, 11 December 1886, 30 December 1886.

143 |bid., 14 March 1887, 18 March 1887, 21 March 1887, 14 April 1887, 24 April 1887, 28 April 1887, 29
April 1887, 27 May 1887, 30 May 1887, 2digust 1887, 25 August 1887, 28 August 1887, 7 September 1887, 12
March 1887, 19 March 1888, 15 May 1888, 22 August 1888, 23 August 1888, 16 November 1888, 17 December
1888, 30 December 1888, 2 January 1889, 25 February 1889, 14 April 1889, 27 July 1889.

146 ChicagoDaily Inter-Ocean 30 May 1887, 18 June 1887, 16 July 1887, 11 August 1887, 23 August
1887, 24 August 1887, 26 August 1887, 27 Audis87, 28 August 1887, 19 August 1887, 31 August 1887, 4
September 1887, 9 September 1887, 10 September 188@ptehtber 1887, 14 September 1887, 30 September
1887, 5 November 1887, 6 November 1887, 13 February 1888, 18 February 1888, 25 February 1888, 26 February
1888, 29 February 1888, 10 March 1888, 12 March 1888, 10 April 1888, 13 April 1888, 14 May 1888,888uly
24 July 1888, 22 August 1888, 13 November 1888, 30 December 1888, 2 January 1889, 9 February 1889, 10
February 1889, 29 August 1889.

147 springfieldDaily Republican29 December 1888; Taney Couftynes 13 December 1888. Speer was
a prominent polital reporter for th&un who spent several years reporting on the state government in Albany, New
York. SeeNew York Timesl2 April 1893.
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Correspondents like Speer produced a steady stream of Bald Knobber related articles to
sat i sfy appette for inforinationalsout the colorful vigilantes. Much of the newspaper
coverage in this period was responsible and accurate, but a substantial number of the articles
published contained errors, distortions, and sometimes outright fabricationsofidtemwors
tended toward embellishment of the violent and bloody aspects of the vigilante saga. For
example, in November, 1888, a rumor began circulating, first in Kansas City and then through
newspapers across the country, that on November 13, a baighbfiders had lynched five
witnesses who had testified against Atfe Bald
Variations of this story appeared in newspapers in many parts of the country including South

Dakotal*® Georgia®>°

and Nebrask&' Eventhe well respecteNew York Timegn the story,
adding that AdAthe action of the Supreme Court
lynchings™>?

All of these stories were completely false. The circuit court records for Christian County
contain no eference to a quintuple lynching at that time or any other time, nor do the local
newspapers in the area corroborate it. The SprindgDalty Republicardid reprint a version of
the story that had appeared in a newspaper published in Denver, Colora&eplitdicarcited
it as an example of the kind of #Aslanderous s

besmirched the reputation of Southwest Missouri. The Springfield paper attributed the original

source of the story to a Kansas City newspapers ar castically referred t

Li d%. o

148 Kansas CityStar, 15 November 1888.

149 Aberdeen, South DakotBaily News 17 November 1888.

150 Columbus, Georgi&nquirer-Sun 16 November 1888.

51 Omaha, Nebrask@aily Herald, 16 November 1888.

152 New York Timesl6 November 1888 he Timesapparently did not know that the Supreme Court had
not yet ruled on Dave Wal kero6s case.

133 SpringfieldDaily Republican24 Novenber 1888.
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SuchSensational stories enjoyed widespread p
reading public. The stories appealed to readers in part because they played upon generations of
ingrained stereotype®aut southern mountain people, particularly those who lived in the
Appalachian or Ozark hill country? Big city journalists, who cover episodes of social unrest in
these regions, have often yielded to the temptation to fit their facts into preexistiztyearr
about savage Ahillbillieso or Amountaineerso
provocation. Historians who have written about such diverse events as the Hati&y feud
in the Tug Valley region of Kentucky and West Virginiatoh e f amous Ar kansas 0
192930, have noted this tendency of reporters to shade the truth when dealing with southern hill
folk as their subject’Li kewi se, during the infamous Scope:s
Tennessee, newspaper coveragiefevent tended to focus not only on the trial itself but also
the character Daytoné6és residents, wusually to
came from editorialist H.L. Mencken, whose po
fimoronso nearly provoked mob™violence against

Public interest in the Ozarks vigilantes remained high as the Missouri Supreme Court got
ready to decide the last Bald Knob murder case on its docket. On March 23, 1889, the court
annouck ed i1its decision on Dave Wal kerdéds appeal

had some reason to hope for a reversal of the

taken in his trial tended to show that unlike the other three coreteman he had not actually

154 For a comprehensive analysis of the evolving stereotypes concerning southern mountain people, see,
Anthony HarkinsHillbilly: a Cultural History of an American IcofNew York: Oxford University Press, 2004).

15 Altina L. Waller, Feud: Hatfields, McCoys, and Social Change in Appalachia, 1B&I0(Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1988), 2061 ; Br ooks Bl evins, fAThe Arkansas G
Franklin Case and t he AkassasiHstoricahQartteHys8, hbad(Autumrg 2009248 1 a, O
71.

s L. Harrison, AThe Scopes ' Monkey Trial' Revisit:
Journalof American Culturel7, no. 4 {994: 55-63; Edward J. Larseisummer for the Gods: The Scopes Triad a
Americabds Continuing De Naw York Basie Books,d99é)n ek 178,410, 1&e | i gi on
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gone into James Edensd house where the Kkillin
witnesses agreed that he had tried to call back the men headed toward the house before the
killings happened, and had ordered them ap shooting once he heard shots fir¥dlhe
justices, however, did not consider these facts sufficient grounds for acquittal. The court ruled
t hat Dave Walkerods | eadership role within the
for the actions of Isi subordinates. Writing for the majority, Justice Theodore Brace declared that
since Wal ker fiwas the | eader and master spiri
be guilty of no less a crime than murder in the first degree and could haveuna @r
justificati &h to stand upon.od

The Supreme Court set the date for Dave Wal
Mi s s o u r telécted GosennbryDavid R. Francis reset the execution dates for John Mathews
and William Walker to coincide witthat day aswef®®The court és deci sion t
convictions of the men sentenced to death for the EGeesne killings meant that the three
vigilantes still in jail in Ozark had only one hope left to escape execution. That hope rested in
Governor Fancis, to whom the condemned men had to appeal for clemency if they wished to
avoid the hangmandés noose.

Even before the Supreme Court handed down its final decision in the Bald Knobber
cases, the lawyers for the three men coordinated an ambitious neldtiicns campaign aimed at
persuading the governor to commute their sentences. In November, 1888, attorney T.J. Delaney
told the SpringfieldDaily Republicarthata gr assr oot s ef forhad t o spare

begun This included a petition drive drehalf of William Walker, who many people believed

" Testimony of James McGuire, Joe Inman, and Charles Gragtatmof Missouri vs. David Walker

1888, MSA Missouri Supreme Court FileBox 1144, Case 4.

%8 Opinion of the Court, filed March 23, 1889, State of Missouri vs. David Walker888, MSA,
Missouri Supreme Court File8ox 1144, Case 4.

159 SpringfieldDaily Republican18 April 1889;Columbus, Georgi&nquirerSun 18 April 1887.
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meritedclemency on account of his youth at the time the crime was comnitée. prominent
persons in théocal community, including even jurors in the Walker casad signed these
petitions'® The following February Governor Francis received a delegation of distinguished
men from Southwest Missouri, which included Delaney, S.H. Boyd, former Secretary of State
Martin K. McGrath, and other politicians and office holders. The visgl@aded with the
goveanor to save the lives of tiereecondemned men, and presented stateniemtsofficials
in all of the counties affected by the Bald Knobbeganizationwho swore thait fihad
disbanded forever'8" In April, as the deadline for the executions approacheshcis received
several visits from delegations of Arepresent
and Greene counties, o who call ed™®nesich m to ex
delegation included several prominent Springfieldraggs such as Delaney, O.H. Travers, and
John Walker. State Representative Alonzo Prather, the former Bald Knobber from Taney
County, also preseh02dmampetstobntisesi pGedebsl
requested clemency for the Bald Knobpgsoners*®

Why the sudden outpouring of support for the convicted murderers? Strange as it might
seem, given the initial public backlash against the vigilantes following the Eilease
killings, by the spring of 1889 Southwest Missourians had softér@#dattitude toward the
three condemned prisoners and support for clemency had grown. For example, one newspaper
report estimated, likely with some exaggeration, that-tenéhs of the Christian County

population would support the governor commuting dieath sentences of the Bald Knobbers to

%0 springfieldDaily Republican28 November 1888.
181 Springfield Expressl5 February 1889.

182 gpringfieldDaily Republican13 April 1889.

183 |bid., 14 April 1889.
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life in prison’®* The reasons for this shift in attituderedifficult to explainto peoplefrom

outside the regiarAs one newspaper commentewystlocalsbelieved thaalthoughthe

vigilantesifiwere criminals iract,they were not so in motive or intent; that in spirit and purpose

they do not possess t he c lodinagycitzensvouslhavens of t h

sympat hy at all f or ¢e\ighaatesdegmed mad emdned r, me stu

numerous appe arGtherfpeople beliewdtbantoeyBaldKnobbers deserved

clemency because they had maintained generally good reputations prior to becoming involved in

vigilantism. For example, Greene County Prosecutor James J. Gidean ialdrviewer that he

had served with Dave Walker during the Civil

as we have had since the war, nev®r getting i
In the face of this outpouring of public sentimenty&mor Francis remained mostly

silent and weighed his options carefully. On the one hand, he could appease public opinion in his

own state if he commuted the death sentences of the vigilantes. On the other hand, if he did so,

he would necessarily have teesturn the judgments of both a circuit court and the state supreme

court. Moreover, as a businessman and former president of the St. Louis Merchant Exchange,

Francis worried that a commutation would tend to reinforce the belief in the rest of the country

that Missouri was a lawless and criminal state. This perception could discourage people from

i mmi grating to Missouri or investing their mo

remar ked, fAhave an idea that lieseviHatdr®isliiesand pr ev

property would be u¥ffsafe within our borders. o

1% springfield ExpresslO May 1889.

1% SpringfieldDaily Republican16 April 1889.

1% springfieldWeekly Republica April 1889.

%7 Harper BarnesStanding on a Volcandhe Life and Times of David Rowland Fran($s. Louis, MO:
Missouri Historical Society Press, 2001);72 Quotation inDavid ThelenPaths of Resistance: Tradition and
Dignity in Industrializing Missour{Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1986), 91.
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On Wednesday, May 8, Governor Francis made the decision not to intervene on behalf of
the prisoners. He sent a |l etter explairning hi
faithful attorney who had continued lobbying for a commutation until the last possible moment.

The letter arrived just past midnight. In it the governor said that he had made his decision
because the evidence in the caesadti mdi datle b etr
because Dave Walker could have stopped the killings if he wanted to, and because William

Wal ker 6s | eadership role among the vigilantes
anyone. Franci s c¢oncl ustibedxpiated aythe hivgs ottheshtee men h e ¢
and that they must suffer on account thereof, | discover many reasons why the sentence of the

| aw shoul d &he tolowingimerding the govertnor also sent a brief telegraph to

Ozark announcinghdeci si on to the authorities there. T
intervene, 0 but in a cruel twist adcidefdat e t he

i nt er vhiserreneausegortir ai sed t he hopeshptéthot Aef eWwr ee n
hours later, howevethey received the disappointing news that the first message was a mistake,

and thathethree of thenstill faced execution®

For the rest of the day the town of Ozark made preparations for the impending
executions. Large cvads began arriving that morning from the surrounding countryside to
witness the event, and by evening the town had completely filled up. Journalists from several
major newspapers came to Ozark to watch the execution. Ozark had only one telegraph wire,
howewrer, so the reporters made arrangements wit
at full speedod to Springfield wher Athey woul

stockade had already been constructed around a space on the easténhsigé, and inside

188 gpringfieldWeekly Republicar® May 1889.
189 SpringfieldDaily Republican10 May 1889.
0 Springfield Leader9 May 1889.
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that area the sheriff and his deputies built a scaffold on which the executions would také& place.
Sheriff Johnson had originally intended to hire a professional executioner named Daniel Binkley
of Kansas City to do the job, but thasoners objected to this plan. Dave Walker told the sheriff

that he did not want to die at the hands of a stranger, and asked Johnson to perform the execution
himself as a last favor to a friend. Johnson agreed, even though he had no experience with
executions, a decision he later came to regfet.

The evening before the execution the three condemned men participated in a small
religious service held at their request inside the jail. A local minister, T.B. Horn, officiated.

William Walker had requested apportunity for baptism, so the sheriff and his men procured a
bathtub, and Reverend Horn performed the rite for the young maemé@ed from the water
ishouting, singing, and praying sdDaveandd!l y t ha
William Walker seemed relatively composed that evening. They managed to fall asleep shortly
before midnight and did not wake until dawn. By contrast, John Mathews spent most of the night
awake, praying, singing hymns, and talking to the guard on duty in the jail finew ad y

then protest i ng ardHdidrot deservewds hangednHe ¢inally felbasleep just
before dawn. The other men in the jail decided not to wake him until necé$sary.

At around six o006cl ock ianastwidit& hisnalents. MatlgewsT . J .
had not yet wakened, but the Walkers received him warmly, and thanked him for all his work on
their behalf. Half an hour | ater the men had
evident r el i sehenequdstedansechhd pirt & voffee to wash his food down.

About an hour after they finished their meal, the men held devotional exercises with three local

"1 Springfield ExpresslO May 1889

172 Kansas CityStar, 5 January 1889/andeventer15253.
173 SpringfieldDaily Republican10 May 1889.

17 springfield ExpresslO May 1889.
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ministers who had come to witness the execution. The preachers prayed with the prisoners and
joined them in signing several of their favorite religious sdfiyderbert Rogers, who had been
a boy living in Ozark at that time, recalled
to Thee, 0 AHome Sweet Home, 0 athrdughitHewindowse Swe e
of the jail}"®

At about half past nine o006clock the sherif
to the place where the executions would occur. The stockade which enclosed the yard and the
gallows blocked the view of the crowdsembled outside. Only a small group of people,
including the jurors in the case, the three ministers, three physicians, and a few journalists had
been invited to witness the event. Before tying the nooses, the sheriff gave the prisoners a chance
to say dew last words. The two Walkers both made terse statements, in which they repeated that
they were innocent, but also said that they were ready to die. John Mathews made a long and
rambling statement, loudly proclaiming his innocence, and bemoaning thegdligis poor wife
and children who would soon lose their fatWhen the sheriff slipped the nooses over their
heads Mat hews 0 g a voeéleaskadhe jbumalistsaprekent maj to arigealliofn
t hem, or t o takeaaqurdihnelrsathell todayandibégded the withesses to help
support his wife and children after he diéf(Figure 5.2)

Just before the sheriff pulled the black hoods over their heads, Dave and William Walker
leaned close and kissed each other. A&sthhood went over John Matthew
farewell to all the witnesses. Thensat x mi nut es khe sheriff pulledd thenlever6 c | o c k

and the three men fell through the trap door in the scaffold. From that point on, things went

175 |bid.

Wil Townsend, ANow 92, Herbert Rogers Rubbed Hor:
SpringfieldNewsLeader 23 November 1975. This article is based on an interview that Will Townsend conducted
with Herbert Rogers in 1975.

Y7 springfield ExpresslO May 1889; Vandeventer, 165.
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terriblywr ong. Only John Mathewsd6 execution went a
first drop and he died quickly. The Walkers, however, did not have it so easy. Sheriff Johnson

had either misjudged the | ength toé&ccobmhhow Wal ke
far it would stretch, for the elder Walker was left dangling with his feet touching the ground,
desperately trying to push himself up. Me an wh
he fell to his knees moaning in agony and spittingldood and phlegm into his hood. The

sheriff and his deputies left William there for the moment as they struggled to lift up his father,

while shortening and readjusting the rope. Aftehaaging Dave Walker the sheriff and his men
attemptedtodotheasme t o hi s son. In the process Willia
and he fell to the ground on his face groaning in pain, and begging God to end his suffering.

Finally, the sheriff and his men succeeded in hoisting William through the trapodceated

him on the scaffold. He remained there until the physicians present pronounced both his father

and John Matthews dead. At sixteen minutes pa
lifted William up, retied the rope, and hung himasecont i me. Once again Wil
to break when he dropped through

the trap door, and over the next

sixteen minutes he slowly

strangled to death. Finally, the

sheriff and his deputies cut him

down and laid him next to his Figure 5.2: DAVE WALKER, WILLIAM WALKER, AND JOHN MATHEWS
(Left to Right) These newsgper prints aresed with the permission of the
Western Historical Manuscript Collection, Rolla, MO.

father. They placed the bodies in

walnut coffins each encased in a pine b8x.

8 Springfield ExpressLO0 May 1889Kansas CityStar, 10 May 1889
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